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1• Introduction 

1.1 At its sixty-sixth session, in May 1980, the Executive Board decided^ that the 
statement to the Health Assembly in plenary meeting by the representative of the 
Executive Board on the work of the Board during its two preceding sessions should be 
prepared in writing and distributed prior to the Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision, the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Forty-third World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board at its eighty-fourth and eighty-fifth sessions. An oral statement will also be 
made to the plenary meeting, highlighting the discussion and the decisions taken on some 
of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 

2. Eighty-fourth session of the Executive Board 

2.1 At its eighty-fourth session (22-23 May 1989), the Executive Board dealt with a 
number of procedural matters, including the election of its office holders and the 
filling of vacancies on some of its committees. 

2.2 The representatives of the Board to the Forty-second World Health Assembly raised a 
number of issues related to improving the Assembly's method of work. It was noted that a 
full report on the results of a monitoring exercise on this subject would be presented to 
the Forty-fourth World Health Assembly. 
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Joint IL0/WH0 Committee on Occupational Health, tenth report (Epidemiology of 
work-related diseases and accidents), WHO Technical Report Series (TRS) 777, 1989. WHO 
Expert Committees on: Salmonellosis Control (The role of animal and product hygiene), 
TRS 774, 1988; Health of the Elderly, TRS 779, 1989; Management of Human Resources for 
Health, TRS 783, 1989； Appropriate Diagnostic Technology in the Management of 
Cardiovascular Diseases、 TRS 772, 1988； Monitoring and Evaluation of Oral Health, 
TRS 782, 1989; Drug Dependence, twenty-fifth report, TRS 775, 1989. Joint FAO/WHO 
Expert Committee on Food Additives, thirty-third report (Evaluation of certain food 
additives and contaminants), TRS 776, 1989. WHO Study Groups on: Smokeless Tobacco 
Control, TRS 773, 1988； Community Health Workers (Strengthening the performance of 
community health workers in primary health care), TRS 780, 1989； New Approaches to 
improve Road Safety, TRS 781, 1989; Biological Standardization, TRS 786, 1989; 
Evaluation of Certain Veterinary Drug Residues in Food, TRS 788, 1989； Drug Dependence, 
TRS 787, 1989. 
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2.4 The Board appointed Professor Natth Bhamarapravati as General Chairman of the 
Technical Discussions to be held at the current Health Assembly on "The role of health 
research in the Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000". It selected "Strategies 
for health for all in the face of rapid urbanization" as the subject for the Technical 
Discussions at the Forty-fourth World Health Assembly. 

2.5 The Board took note of the report of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy 
on its twenty-seventh session and endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on a 
number of important issues, particularly those pertaining to the common goal of including 
the health of women and children in the international development strategy for the Fourth 
United Nations Development Decade (1991-2000). The Committee, recognizing the impact of 
the world economic situation on health and health services, had emphasized the necessity 
of ensuring that human needs are not sacrificed in measures taken to alleviate economic 
crises. 

3• Eighty-fifth session of the Executive Board 

3.1 The Board considered a report on how to strengthen technical and economic support to 
countries facing serious economic constraints. It was pointed out that in most countries 
the demand for services appeared to have grown more rapidly in the health care sector 
than in any other sector in recent years. In the past WHO's policy on the matter had 
been directed mainly to strengthening and increasing the supply of health services by 
expanding education and training institutions in countries, promoting international 
standards for drug potency and safety, encouraging international exchanges and promoting 
the development of technology. Recently, however, increasing concern had been expressed 
about the demand for health care, with its cost implications. At the same time many 
Member States of WHO were facing the realities of restructuring their economies. The 
Board considered that two parallel approaches might be appropriate : the allocation of 
greater resources to the health sector in order to respond to the real demand and more 
rational utilization of available resources. It further noted that the health sector 
showed signs of gaining ground and attention from the economic point of view (resolution 
EB85.R15). 

3.2 The Board considered a progress and evaluation report on infant and young child 
nutrition and the status of implementation of the International Code of Marketing of 
Breast-Milk Substitutes. It endorsed the report and reiterated its conviction that 
breast-feeding should be protected among groups and populations where it remains the 
infant feeding norm, and promoted where it is not (resolution EB85.R8). The Board 
commended governments and various agencies on the progress achieved in controlling iodine 
deficiency disorders and proposed to the Health Assembly that WHO should aim at 
eliminating those disorders as a major public health problem in all countries by the year 
2000 (resolution EB85.R6). In addition, the Board noted with pleasure the proposal that 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World Health 
Organization should jointly convene an international conference on nutrition in 1992 or 
1993 (resolution EB85.R14). 

3.3 The Board took note of WHO's continuing efforts to provide strong and coordinated 
leadership in global activities for the prevention and control of AIDS and commended to 
the attention of the Health Assembly the declaration made in Paris, in 1989, by the 
International Conference on the Implications of AIDS for Mothers and Children (resolution 
EB85.R12). The Board endorsed the current orderly decentralization of AIDS prevention 
and control activities from the global to the regional and country levels and requested 
that a schedule for the decentralization be presented to its eighty-sixth session. 



3.4 The Board also discussed the Director-General's progress report on the 
UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases. It 
supported the priorities of the Special Programme focusing on intensified strategies in 
the development of products in selected areas, the implementation of new vector control 
methods, and the use of specific projects and research results as a basis for research 
capability strengthening. It recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a 
resolution endorsing the activities of the Special Programme and urging the mobilization 
of additional contributions and support from Member States, the international community 
and nongovernmental organizations (resolution EB85.R13). During this discussion, the 
Board highlighted the growing importance of malaria as a public health problem and 
requested the Organization to pay particular attention to the prevention and control of 
that disease in the endemic countries of the world. 

3.5 Information on activities undertaken by WHO during 1989 in compliance with its 
statutory obligations under international conventions on narcotic and psychotropic 
substances was placed before the Board, together with an account of other WHO activities 
to promote the rational use of psychoactive drugs, and proposed revised guidelines for 
review of these drugs for international control. After a careful study of the 
guidelines, the Board approved them with a few amendments. 

3.6 The Board considered the report of the International Conference for the Tenth 
Revision of the International Classification of Diseases, convened to review and approve 
the draft proposals for revision that had been developed since the Ninth Revision came 
into force in 1979. By resolution EB85.R4, it transmitted the report to the Health 
Assembly for consideration. It was understood that, subject to adoption by that body, 
the Tenth Revision would come into effect on 1 January 1993 (resolution EB85.R4). 

3.7 The Director-General had proposed to the eighty-fourth session of the Board that 
future sessions of the Health Assembly be rescheduled to October, instead of May as at 
present, in order to improve the functioning of the Organization's governing bodies and 
help prevent the introduction of political issues not directly related to international 
health work. The Programme Committee had briefly examined the matter in July 1989 and 
had sought the views of the Regional Committees on the issue. At its eighty-fifth 
session the Board considered the views of the Regional Committees and concluded that 
although the scheduling of the Health Assembly was ultimately the constitutional 
responsibility of the Board, the matter needed further study in the context of improving 
methods of work in all aspects of the governing bodies. 

3.8 The Board reappointed Dr G. L. Monekosso as Regional Director for Africa and 
Dr J . E. Asvall as Regional Director for Europe for a further period of five years as 
from 1 February 1990. 

3.9 The Board considered a report on the travel standards of participants in the Health 
Assembly, the Executive Board and the Regional Committees, and members of expert 
committees, study groups and scientific groups. It concluded that the present system of 
reimbursing economy-class air fares, which was adopted at a time when the current 
business-class accommodation did not exist, was too restrictive. Consequently, it 
decided to recommend to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution which would 
allow the maximum reimbursement to be based on one return air ticket in the class of 
accommodation immediately below first class for participants in the Executive Board, the 
Health Assembly and the Regional Committees, and for members of experts committees, study 
groups and scientific groups, whose travel was on flights scheduled to last more than 
five hours (resolution EB85.R7). The Board approved amendments to the Staff Rules 
resulting from the decisions of the United Nations General Assembly and the salary scale 
applicable to staff in the professional category and directors' posts. As a direct 



consequence of that approval, the Board also recommended the adoption of a resolution by 
the Health Assembly revising the salary scale for staff in the ungraded posts and for the 
Director-General (resolution EB85.R10). 

3.10 The Board decided to establish official relations with three nongovernmental 
organizations : the World Association for Psychosocial Rehabilitation, the Commonwealth 
Association for Mental Handicap and Developmental Disabilities, and the International 
Union of Family Organizations (resolution EB85.R11). 

3.11 The Board awarded the eighteenth Darling Foundation Prize to Professor H . M . Gilles 
and the nineteenth Prize to Dr S. Pattanayak; the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize to 
Professor Cosme Ordoñez Carceller; the Dr A . T. Shousha Foundation Prize to 
Dr Mohammed Azim Karimzad; and the Sasakawa Health Prize jointly to 
Monsignor Fiorenzo Angelini, Professor В. N. Tandon and the Biankouri Health Centre in 
Togo. 

3.12 The Board approved the provisional agenda for the Forty-third World Health 
Assembly, opening on Monday, 7 May 1990, and decided that the eighty-sixth session of the 
Board would be convened on Monday, 21 May 1990 at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 


