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The document sets out the priority areas and approaches proposed by a group designated 
by the Executive Board. The group met in Geneva on 17 May 1996. The Board may wish 
to adopt the proposals of the group as priorities for the 1998-1999 programme budget. 

1. Resolution EB97.R4 requested the Director-General "to convene a meeting of the Chairman of the 
Executive Board, three members each (one from each region) of the Programme Development Committee 
and the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee, together with the Global Policy Council (including 
the Director-General and the Regional Directors) to be held in Geneva on or about 17 May 1996 for the 
purpose of making recommendations on the priorities for the 1998-1999 biennium, This meeting was 
convened on 17 May 1996. 

PRIORITIES FOR THE 1998-1999 BIENNIUM 

2. After discussing the general principles for priority-setting in WHO, the group considered the different 
types of priorities for the work of the Organization at different levels; it also re-emphasized the importance 
of the four policy orientations of the Ninth General Programme of Work in providing the framework for the 
work of WHO.' 

3. The group insisted on the need to restrict the number of priorities, especially in periods of financial 
stringency. After careful consideration of the options it decided to follow the 1996-1997 priorities and thus 
agreed on the following priority areas for 1998-1999: 

• eradication of specific communicable diseases; 

• prevention and control of specific communicable diseases; 

• reproductive health, women's health and family health; 

_ 

Ihese four policy orientations are: (A) integrating health and human development in public policies; (B) ensuring 
equitable access to health services; (C) promoting and protecting health; and (D) preventing and controlling specific 
health problems. 
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• promotion of primary health care and other areas that contribute to primary health care, such as 
essential drugs and vaccines, and nutrition; 

• promotion of environmental health, especially community water supply and sanitation. 

4. In addition, the group recommended that the Director-General should take account of the following 
factors and approaches in considering the reallocation of resources: 

• the need to alleviate poverty and strengthen countries' capacity to place health within the overall 
development framework; 

• the needs of the least developed countries and populations in greatest need; 

• the burden and nature of the diseases prevalent in Member States; 

• the impact likely to result from allocation of additional resources to specific areas of work; 

• the existing ratio of regular to extrabudgetary funding for the areas of work in question. 

5. Considering the importance of priority-setting for WHO's programme, and noting the wealth of 
information exchanged during the meeting and its preparation, the group proposes to the Executive Board that 
it request the Director-General to present to the Programme Development Committee of the Executive Board 
at its next meeting, in January 1997，a document on priority-setting in WHO. 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

6. The Executive Board may wish to review the priorities and approaches proposed in paragraphs 3 and 
4 above and forward them (modified in the light of its discussion) to the Director-General for the preparation 
of the proposed programme budget for 1998-1999. 

7. The Executive Board may also wish to request the Director-General to prepare the document mentioned 
in paragraph 5 above for the next meeting of the Programme Development Committee of the Executive 
Board. 


