Жш World Health Organization
^^^^ Organisation mondiale de la Santé
PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Provisional agenda item 7

EBPDC2/4
16 October 1995

Provision of time-limit for resolutions
Report by the Director-General

The report of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO Response to Global
Change1 recommended that the methods of work of the governing bodies (resolution
WHA47.14) be streamlined and that to this end, inter alia, all resolutions should contain a
provision for time-limit.
Subsequent resolutions and decisions reinforced the
recommendation of the Working Group on Global Change. In his report, the DirectorGeneral proposes that the concept of a time-limit be applied retrospectively, as well as
prospectively, and that the reporting requirements contained in World Health Assembly or
Executive Board resolutions, to date, be reviewed.
The Programme Development
Committee is invited to consider the methods proposed in this document for the
termination of reporting requirements on resolutions that are obsolete or that have outlived
their purpose.

BACKGROUND
1.
In May 1993，the Executive Board, in resolution EB92.R2, endorsed the concepts and principles of the
final report1 of the Executive Board Working Group on the WHO Response to Global Change which
contained, inter alia, recommendations on the methods of work of the Executive Board and the World Health
Assembly, with the aim of improving procedures. It noted, in particular, that "in many cases ... resolutions
contain no time limit for validity (i.e. 'sunset clause，）or indication of intended evaluation and reporting on
implementation."
2.

It then recommended:
to establish a routine procedure for prior review of all resolutions proposed to the World Health
Assembly that have potential impact on the objectives，policy and orientations of WHO, or that have
implications in terms of staffing costs, budgetary resources and/or administrative support. The
Executive Board and the Director-General will ensure that resolutions proposed to the World Health
Assembly are accompanied by the necessary background information, and that the text of the proposed
resolutions includes provision for time limit, evaluation and reporting, as appropriate [emphasis
added].
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See document EB92/1993/REC/1, Annex 1，section 4.2.1.1.
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3.
The World Health Assembly strengthened this recommendation in adopting resolution WHA47.14 which
also stipulates that:
the Chairman of the Executive Board，supported by the Director-General... help to ensure that,
when appropriate, draft resolutions that are first introduced in the Board clearly set out a realistic
time-limit for validity of the resolution and an appropriate mechanism and interval for following up
and reporting on implementation; [emphasis added].
4.
The following year, in May 1995，the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly, in adopting the programme
budget, provided for a one-week Health Assembly in non-budget years, thus only leaving time to debate
essential issues.
ACTION BY THE PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
5.
To further the process of reform within the Organization, and to implement resolution WHA47.14, the
Director-General has reviewed the current reporting requirements of the Board and Health Assembly. Prior
to 1993, a large number of resolutions adopted by the governing bodies required reporting at regular intervals
to the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly, with no time-limit. As a consequence of resolution
WHA47.14, the governing bodies will have to concentrate on subjects of high priority and relevance, in a
short time. It is thus important to re-examine all resolutions to ensure their continuous validity or to
discontinue reporting on the ones that have become obsolete.
6.
At the same time, one of the components of the WHO Management Information System, endorsed by
the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly, is a module on WHO policy. This component contains,
inter alia, all resolutions and decisions of the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board (1948 to the
present). This "WHO policy" module is expected to be operational by July 1996. By that time complete
information on reporting requirements contained in all resolutions and decisions of the Assembly and the
Board will be systematically retrievable.
7.
It is thus proposed to create a small secretariat working group which will analyse resolutions and
prepare information for the third meeting of the Programme Development Committee in January 1997, which
will make proposals to the Executive Board at its ninety-ninth session. The Board at its ninety-ninth session
will, in turn, select the Board resolutions for which reporting requirements should be discontinued, and make
proposals to the World Health Assembly in May 1997 regarding Health Assembly resolutions.

