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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

Federation for International Cooperation of Health Services and Systems Research Centers (FICOSSER) 

Fédération internationale de Coopération des Centres de Recherche sur les Systèmes et Services de 
Santé (FICOSSER) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person(s) to whom correspondence should 
be addressed 

Professor Pertti Kekki 
President 
c/o University of Helsinki 
Dept of General Practice and 

Primary Health Care 
Lâakàrinkatu 8F 
FIN-00250 Helsinki 

Dr Bui Dang Ha Doan 
Secretary General 
FICOSSER Secretariat 
168A Rue de Grenelle 
F - 75007 Paris 

Tel: 00358 0 434 6680 Tel: 0033 1 4555 7377 
Fax: 00358 0 434 6689 Fax: 0033 1 4555 8794 
e-mail: Kekki@Yle.Helsinki.Fi 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

- T o promote exchange of experience and information in the field of health services and systems 
research activities, by preparing and publishing directories, manuals, newsletters and other materials; 

- t o promote active cooperation among member centres through common research projects, joint 
ventures or other collaborative activities; 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 19 July 1995. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 
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- t o serve as a forum of heads of health services and systems research centres, for discussing specific 
points of interest. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

- T h e organization of quadrennial general conferences of research centres to give their heads an 
opportunity to meet and discuss problems of relevance to their institutions. In the interval between 
two general conferences one or several specialized conferences devoted to specific topics may also 
be organized. 

- T h e organization of collaborative inter-centre research projects on specific topics. Instead of carrying 
out research work in isolation, centres are invited to follow similar paths and exchange their 
experiences. The November 1990 General Conference approved research outlines for the subsequent 
five-year programme providing for research projects relating to rural health issues, social and 
behaviourial sciences and AIDS, health manpower shortage and over-supply, health care cost 
containment policies, and urbanization and health systems. 

- T h e publication of the International directory of health services and systems research centers and 
of all other materials useful for promoting interchange and cooperation among research institutions, 
in particular the proceedings of the various meetings and conferences and a newsletter (see also 
section 16). 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The above-mentioned objectives and activities are directly related to WHO's Ninth General Programme 
of Work (covering the period 1996-2001), and in particular contribute to WHO programme activities by 
fostering health systems research and facilitating the sharing and use of research results in Member States 
through promotion of and support to institutional networking, exchange of information, experience and 
expertise, and inter-centre research cooperation and collaboration. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

WHO cosponsored the applicant's general conferences，the most recent being in Helsinki in July 1994， 
at which WHO gave the keynote speech on "Health for all: international action for equity in health". WHO 
also moderated two of the 12 specialized sessions at the conference, dealing with activities of international 
bodies in the field of health services/systems research and development, and with the past and future 
development of the health workforce: international and inter-occupational perspectives. WHO contributed 
papers to the former session and to a session dealing with nurse shortage: causes, consequences, remedies. 

WHO also participated in the applicant's meeting on the subject of research on urbanization and health 
systems, held in Indonesia this year. 

In the preparation and publication of the third edition of the International directory of health services 
and systems research centers (1995) the applicant collaborated closely with both WHO headquarters and all 
the regional offices. 
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(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

Collaboration will be maintained with the health systems research programme of the WHO Division 
of Strengthening of Health Services and include: 

-mutual participation in each other's meetings, as appropriate. For example, it is envisaged that WHO 
will cosponsor and actively participate in the applicant's conference to assess the state-of-the-art and 
promote cooperation among research centres in the important field of care quality, which will be held 
in Barcelona (Spain) in September 1996. The three main themes will be quality of care: current 
experiences and future challenges; quality issues in primary health care; and quality issues in rural 
health practice; 

- information exchange in connection with the preparation of the next edition of the international 
directory, planned for 1998-1999; 

-implementation of a research and development project on access to and quality in primary health 
care, to be launched in 1996-1998. A total of 18 of the applicant's member institutions, mostly 
located in developing countries, are expected to participate in this initiative, which is now in the 
planning stage. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

To promote exchanges and cooperation among teams and centres carrying out health services and 
systems research and development work, a forum was organized in Lisbon in October 1988. It was 
cosponsored by the Government of Portugal and WHO, and attended by 53 scholars representing 37 
institutions from 14 countries. The Federation was created at this forum and now has a membership of 
approximately 500 research institutes or research centres. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the tota丨 number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affíliated organizations 

Over 500 research institutes or centres in the following countries and territories: 

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, 
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, 
Morocco, Myanmar, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, 
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Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Peurto Rico, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Russian 
Federation, Senegal, Seychelles, Singapore, Slovakia，Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

No. 

(c) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Associate membership may be granted to organizations that are not eligible for normal membership but 
are interested in furthering the objectives of the applicant. Such members do not have voting rights. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

No. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

Not applicable. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

General Assembly composed of all members; Council, elected by the General Assembly and consisting 
of from nine to twenty-three heads of research centres; and the Executive Committee, constituted by the 
President, two Vice-Presidents and the Secretary General. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The General Assembly meets at least once every four years, the last occasion being July 1994. The 
Council meets at least once every two years, the last occasion being July 1994. The Executive Committee 
meets as often as needed, the last occasion being July 1994. 

13. Officers 

Council Members for the period 1994-1998: 

Professor Pertti Kekki, President; Dr Siti Oemjati Djajanegara, First Vice-President; Dr Ivan Forgacs, 
Second Vice-President; Dr Bui Dang Ha Doan, Secretary General; Professor Ari Rotem, Professor H. van 
den Bussche, Professor J.E. Kyriopoulos, Dr Lester Chitsulo, Dr L.B. Middel, Dr J.B. Karski, and 
Dr V.E Tchernjavskii, Members. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

The President represents the applicant and may authorize representatives to speak. 
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15. Finances 

Activities are organized on the basis of cost-sharing and self-help: each member centre participating 
in an activity undertakes to do its share of the work; and expenses incurred while serving as Secretariat are 
borne by the centre holding the position of Secretary General. It is estimated that annual expenditure by all 
the institutions and individuals involved in the applicant's activities amounts to approximately US$ 150 000-
US$ 250 000. 

16. Publications 

-Cahiers de sociologie et de démographie médicales, a bilingual and multidisciplinary journal on 
health services and systems research, published quarterly; 

-FICOSSER Newsletter, produced twice a year in English; 

-conference proceedings; 

-International Directory of Health Services and Systems Research Centers/Répertoire International 
des Centres de Recherche sur les Systèmes et Services de Santé, 3rd edition, 1995. 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Statutes have been provided and are held by the WHO Secretariat. 


