
World Health Organization 
^ ^ ^ Organisation mondiale de la Santé 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Agenda item 4.6 EB97/INF.DOC./7 
Ninety-seventh Session 20 January 1996 

Budgetary reform including reorientation 
of allocations 

Priorities for WHO's future work 

This document consolidates views previously expressed in the Executive Board and its 
Committees on priorities for WHO's future work. 

The Executive Board may wish to refine the text under paragraph 2 for inclusion in the 
summary records of the session. 

1. Priority areas and other factors and approaches are indicated below for discussion, clarification and 
amendment by the current session of the Board. Following revision and endorsement by the Board, they will 
be recorded in the summary records, and used as a general framework for initial preparation of the 
programme budget for 1998-1999，and for review by a meeting in May 1996 of the Chairman of the 
Executive Board, three members each of the Programme Development Committee and the Administration, 
Budget and Finance Committee together with the Global Policy Council (including the Director-General and 
the Regional Directors). That meeting will further define the priorities, factors and approaches, including, 
for example, the specific diseases and conditions of health, and the specific core normative functions of WHO 
that require priority attention or protection in WHO's future work. 

2. Proposed text for inclusion in the summary records: 

Considering that primary health care is the basis and the priority concept of the Ninth General 
Programme of Work, essential to the renewal of health for all, the Executive Board identified the 
following five priority areas for WHO's future work: 

(1) eradication of specific communicable diseases; 

(2) prevention and control of specific communicable diseases, including emerging diseases (and 
the most burdensome diseases); 

(3) promotion of primary health care including family health, women's health, reproductive 
health, essential drugs, vaccines, nutrition, and the development and application of relevant 
knowledge and technology; 
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(4) promotion of healthy behaviour with emphasis on school health as an integral part of 
primary health care; and 

(5) promotion of environmental health, especially community water supply and sanitation. 

The following factors and approaches will be applied when reorienting resources in accordance 
with the above priorities: 

(1) intensified cooperation to meet the needs of the least developed countries and populations 
in greatest need; 

(2) the burden and nature of diseases and conditions of ill health prevalent in Member States; 

(3) the impact or benefit likely to result from allocation of additional resources to specific areas 
of work; 

(4) the existing ratio of regular to extrabudgetary funding for the areas of work in question; 

(5) the need for equity of access to utilization of and outcome of health systems based on 
primary health care; 

(6) the need to alleviate poverty and strengthen countries' capacity to place health within the 
overall development framework; and 

(7) the need to protect the core normative functions of WHO. 


