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L DECISIONS 

EB97(1) Appointment of a representative of the Executive Board at the Forty-ninth 
World Health Assembly 

The Executive Board appointed Professor N.M. Shaikh as representative of the Board at the Forty-ninth 
World Health Assembly, in addition to its Chairman, Professor Li Shichuo, ex officio, and Dr J.V. Antelo 
Pérez and Mrs P. Herzog who were already appointed at its ninety-sixth session. 

(Seventh meeting, 18 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/7 

EB97(2) Time-limit for reporting on specific resolutions 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the second meeting of the Programme 
Development Committee,1 in particular the section on time-limit for specific resolutions, requested the 
Director-General to study the relevance of reporting requirements in existing resolutions, and to report to the 
Programme Development Committee at its third meeting in January 1997; and decided that any reporting 
requirement in new resolutions should be limited to a call for a report at a specific time and that any further 
report must be requested in a subsequent resolution or decision. 

(Ninth meeting, 20 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/9 

EB97(3) Review of WHO procurement policy 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the third meeting of the Administration, Budget 
and Finance Committee,2 in particular the section on review of procurement policy, requested the Director-
General to study the two basic alternatives for the future orientation of WHO's supply services, namely 
(1) broad-based supply services responding to requests for both technical and more general items from 
Member States or from programmes or (2) a purchaser of drugs, biologicals and other highly technical 
products and a provider of technical assistance to countries in order to enable them to strengthen their own 
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procurement and materials management systems; and to report to the Executive Board at an appropriate time 
on the result of the study. 

(Ninth meeting, 20 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/9 

EB97(4) Report on meetings of expert committees and study groups 

The Executive Board considered and took note of the Director-General ' s report on the meetings of the 
following expert committees and study groups:1 WHO Expert Committee on Physical Status: The Use and 
Interpretation of Anthropometry,2 WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, twenty-ninth report,3 WHO 
Expert Committee on Biological Standardization, forty-fifth report,4 Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on 
Food Additives, forty-third report (Evaluation of Certain Veterinary Drug Residues in Food),5 and WHO 
Study Group on Vector Control for Malaria and Other Mosquito-Borne Diseases.6 It thanked the experts who 
had taken part in the meetings and requested the Director-General to follow up their recommendations, as 
appropriate, in the implementation of the Organization's programmes, bearing in mind the discussion in the 
Board. 

(Tenth meeting, 22 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/10 

EB97(5) Expert committees and study groups: modification of regulations 

The Executive Board, having considered the Director-General' s proposal concerning modification of 
the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees,7 decided to recommend to the Health Assembly 
that Regulation 4.23 should be amended as follows: 

4.23 The Director-General shall submit to the Executive Board a report on meetings of expert 
committees held since the previous session of the Board. It shall contain his observations on the 
implications of the expert committee reports and his recommendations on the follow-up action to be 
taken, and the texts of the recommendations of the expert committee shall be annexed. The Executive 
Board shall consider the report submitted by the Director-General and address its comments to it. 

(Tenth meeting, 22 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/10 

1 Document EB97/18. 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 854， 1995 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 856, 1995 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 858， 1995 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 855， 1995 

WHO Technical Report Series, No. 857， 1995 
7 See Basic Documents, 40th ed., 1994, pp. 98-104, and document EB97/34. 
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EB97(6) Diarrhoeal and acute respiratory disease control 

The Executive Board took note of the report of the Director-General on the reproductive health 
programme,1 including the reference to diarrhoeal and acute respiratory disease control, and approved the 
merger of the voluntary contributions recorded under "Special Account for Diarrhoeal Diseases including 
Cholera" and "Control of Acute Respiratory Infections Programme" into the "Special Account for Diarrhoeal 
Diseases and Acute Respiratory Infections" under the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. 

(Tenth meeting, 22 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/10 

EB97(7) Award of the Dr А.Т. Shousha Foundation Prize 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Dr А.Т. Shousha Foundation Committee, 
awarded the Dr А.Т. Shousha Foundation Prize for 1996 to Dr Abdul Ghani Arafeh (Syrian Arab Republic) 
for his outstanding contribution to the improvement of the health situation in the geographical area in which 
Dr Shousha served the World Health Organization. 

(Twelfth meeting, 23 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/12 

EB97(8) Award of the Jacques Parisot Foundation Fellowship 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Jacques Parisot Foundation Committee, 
awarded the Jacques Parisot Foundation Fellowship for 1996 to Dr K.A.K.K. Wijewardene (Sri Lanka). 

(Twelfth meeting, 23 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/12 

EB97(9) Award of the Sasakawa Health Prize 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Sasakawa Health Prize Committee, awarded 
the Sasakawa Health Prize for 1996 to Father Angelo Gherardi (Chad) and the Society for Health Education 
(Maldives). The Board noted that Father Gherardi would receive US$ 30 000 and that the Society for Health 
Education would receive US$ 40 000 for their outstanding innovative work in health development. 

(Twelfth meeting, 23 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/12 

1 Documents EB97/13, part V’ and EB97/13 Add.2. 
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EB97(10) Award of the United Arab Emirates Health Foundation Prize 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the United Arab Emirates Health Foundation 
Committee, awarded the United Arab Emirates Health Foundation Prize for 1996 to Dr Adnan A. Abbas 
(Jordan) and Dr Khalifa A. Al-Jaber (Qatar) for their outstanding contributions to health development. The 
Board noted that Dr Abbas and Dr Al-Jaber would receive US$ 20 000 each. 

(Twelfth meeting, 23 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/12 

EB97(11) Review of the Constitution of the World Health Organization 

The Executive Board, noting the report of the Director-General on the review of the Constitution of 
the World Health Organization,1 and taking into account the continuing process of global change, decided 
to establish a special group of six members of the Executive Board (one from each region) and its Chairman 
to undertake an examination of the Constitution, giving priority to consideration of WHO's mission and 
functions; and to request the special group to report to the Board at its ninety-ninth session through the 
Programme Development Committee and the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee on its work on 
WHO's mission and functions and to advise on any provisions of the Constitution that may need further 
examination with a view to possible revision. 

The following members of the Board were appointed to the special group: Dr A.R.S. Al-Muhailan, 
Dr J.V. Antelo Pérez, Dr N. Blewett, Dr К. Kalumba, Mr S. Ngedup, Dr Z. Reiner and Professor Li Shichuo, 
Chairman of the Board. It was understood that if any member of the Committee was unable to attend, his 
successor or the alternate member of the Board designated by the Member State concerned, in accordance 
with Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure, would participate in the work of the group. 

(Thirteenth and fourteenth meetings, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/13 and EB97/SR/14 

EB97(12) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit 

The Executive Board, having considered the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled "United 
Nations system support for science and technology in Africa", "Communication for development programmes 
in the United Nations system", "Staff turnover and delays in recruitment (the lapse factor)", "United Nations 
system common premises and services in the field", and "National execution of projects", thanked the Joint 
Inspection Unit for its reports and expressed its agreement with the Director-General's comments thereon.2 

It requested the Director-General to transmit those comments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
the members of the Administrative Committee on Coordination, the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit, 
and the External Auditor of WHO, for their information and perusal. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

1 Document EB97/5. 
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EB97(13) Role of WHO country offices 

The Executive Board, having considered the revised report of the development team on the role of 
WHO country offices,1 took note of the report and requested the Director-General: (1) to develop criteria 
for establishing a WHO country office emphasizing the priority placed on countries in greatest need; (2) to 
develop guidelines for relations between WHO country offices and ministries of health and other health 
bodies in coordination with the ministry of health; (3) to take the steps necessary to ensure the development 
of a unified WHO country programme in collaboration with the national health authorities and, based on their 
assessment, defining the needs, policies and priorities of the country, the identification of the needs for 
technical cooperation, and any such cooperation as may come in an integrated plan from the global, regional 
and country levels of WHO; (4) to ensure that the assessment of priority health needs and the WHO country 
plan be developed in dialogue with country leadership, notably the ministry of health, other national health 
bodies, relevant United Nations agencies and together with other partners in intersectoral development related 
to health, with the support of the WHO Representative; (5) to develop guidelines to determine eligibility of 
both WHO and non-WHO staff to be WHO Representatives and ensure a broad recruitment process; (6) to 
ensure appropriate country involvement in the selection process for WHO Representatives; (7) to ensure that 
Regional Directors submit a short list of at least three candidates, in order of preference and with their 
curriculum vitae, to the Director-General for any vacant post of WHO Representative; the Director-General 
will then consult with members of the senior staff selection committee on the appointment, and will proceed 
to appoint the Representative; (8) to report to the ninety-eighth session of the Executive Board on progress 
in the implementation of resolution WHA48.3 on intensified cooperation with countries in greatest need, and 
to submit a concise progress report to the ninety-eighth session on the implementation of the above 
recommendations. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

EB97(14) Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 
which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Director-General on Members in arrears in 
the payment of their contributions to an extent which would justify invoking Article 7 of the Constitution，2 

while agreeing that the provision of services should continue uninterrupted, requested the Director-General 
to continue his efforts to collect the unpaid arrears of contributions from the Members concerned and to report 
further on this matter to the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee at its meeting immediately prior 
to the Forty-mrïth World Health Assembly, in order to enable the Committee to formulate recommendations 
to the Health Assembly, on the Board's behalf, based on the provisions of resolution WHA41.7 and the status 
of the arrears at that time. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

1 Document EB97/5. 
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EB97(15) Review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of its Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations,1 decided to maintain official relations with 42 of the 46 nongovernmental organizations 
reviewed at its ninety-seventh session, and commended their valuable contributions to the work of WHO 
(relations with the International Association for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied Professions was 
the subject of resolution EB97.R23). 

Regarding the remaining three nongovernmental organizations, the Board noted that while there had 
been fewer exchanges with the Joint Commission on International Aspects of Mental Retardation, exchanges 
with the two constituting nongovernmental organizations (International League of Societies for Persons with 
Mental Handicap and International Association for the Scientific Study of Mental Deficiency) were valuable, 
and that as a result of changes in WHO programme structure it would be preferable that separate work plans 
with the two nongovernmental organizations be developed; while relations with the International Council for 
Laboratory Animal Science had been interrupted, both the Council and WHO valued their contacts and 
expected that joint activities could be identified; as for the International Federation on Ageing, the Board 
regretted that a plan for collaboration had not been developed and took note that both the Federation and 
WHO expected to be able to develop activities, the Board decided to maintain these organizations in official 
relations for a further year in order to permit each to develop plans for collaboration with WHO. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

EB97(16) Provisional agenda for and duration of the Forty-ninth World Health 
Assembly 

The Executive Board approved the Director-General's proposals for the provisional agenda of the Forty-
ninth World Health Assembly.2 Recalling its earlier decision3 that the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly 
should be held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland and open on Monday, 20 May 1996, and 
recalling that the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly, in adopting the programme budget for the financial 
period 1996-1997，had made provision for a five-and-a-half-day Health Assembly in 1996, the Board decided 
that the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly should open at 10:00 on 20 May and close not later than 
Saturday, 25 May 1996. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

EB97(17) Forty-ninth World Health Assembly: Method of work 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Director-General4 on the Forty-ninth World 
Health Assembly: Method of work; noting the reduced budgetary allocation for governing bodies, and 
recognizing the need to use to the maximum the time available for meetings of the Health Assembly, decided 
to recommend to the Health Assembly that holidays falling during the period of the Health Assembly should 

1 Document EB97/33. 
2 Documents EB97/31 and EB97/INF.DOC./1. 
3 Decision EB96(13). 
4 Document EB97/32. 
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be considered working days unless the Executive Board in its decision on the provisional agenda and duration 
of the Health Assembly expressly determines that the Assembly should not meet on a given holiday. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

EB97(18) Date and place of the ninety-eighth session of the Executive Board 

The Executive Board decided that its ninety-eighth session should be convened on Monday, 
27 May 1996 at WHO headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland. 

(Fourteenth meeting, 24 January 1996) 
EB97/SR/14 

II. LIST OF RESOLUTIONS 

EB97.R1 Strengthening nursing and midwifery 

EB97.R2 Implementation of recommendations on the WHO response to global change 

EB97.R3 Reassignment of Member States to regions 

EB97.R4 Budgetary reform, including reorientation of allocations 

EB97.R5 Supply of controlled drugs for emergency care 

EB97.R6 WHO global strategy for occupational health for all (the way to health at work) 

EB97.R7 Tobacco or health programme 

EB97.R8 An international framework convention for tobacco control 

EB97.R9 Prevention and control of iodine deficiency disorders 

EB97.R10 WHO response to global change: Report of the ad hoc group 

EB97.R11 Development of appropriate staffing patterns and the selection and recruitment of staff 
(personnel practices) 

EB97.R12 Employment and participation of women in the work of WHO 

EB97.R13 Infant and young child nutrition 

EB97.R14 Revised drug strategy 

EB97.R1220 Collaboration with the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 
organizations: WHO policy on collaboration with partners for health development 
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EB97.R16 Collaboration with the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 
organizations: Orientation of WHO policy in support of African recovery and development 

EB97.R17 Collaboration with the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental 
organizations: Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance 

EB97.R18 International Decade of the World's Indigenous People 

EB97.R19 Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 

EB97.R20 Matters related to the programme budget for the financial period 1996-1997: transfers 
between sections of the appropriation resolution 

EB97.R21 Status of collection of assessed contributions 

EB97.R22 Real Estate Fund 

EB97.R23 Collaboration with nongovernmental organizations: Report of the Standing Committee on 
Nongovernmental Organizations 

EB97.R24 Smallpox eradication: destruction of variola virus stocks 
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