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This document reviews collaboration during the period 1992-1994 between WHO and 69 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in official relations with WHO. After due 
consideration by its Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, the Board 
will decide on the desirability of maintaining such relations. To facilitate the review NGOs 
are arranged according to the WHO classified list of programmes of the Eighth General 
Programme of Work (1990-1995).1 

In accordance with Executive Board decision EB93(18),2 this document also contains a 
report on efforts to develop work plans and revitalize contacts with an additional two NGOs 
whose limited collaboration was noted at the time of their review. In total there are 71 
NGOs to be reviewed. 

1 Eighth General Programme of Work covering the period 1990-1995. Geneva, World Health Organization, 1987 
("Health for All" Series, No. 10). 

2 Document EB93/1994/REC/1 (Executive Board, ninety-third session, Resolutions and Decisions), pp. 29-30. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE REVIEW 

According to the Principles governing relations between WHO and nongovernmental organizations,1 

the Director-General "shall maintain a list of the organizations admitted into official relations ..." (reproduced 
in the Annex), and the Executive Board, "through its Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, 
shall review collaboration with each NGO every three years and shall determine the desirability of 
maintaining official relations. The Board's review shall be spread over a three-year period, one third of the 
NGOs in official relations being reviewed each year." 

To facilitate the selection of the one third of NGOs to be reviewed, use is made of the WHO classified 
list of programmes of the Eighth General Programme of Work covering the period 1990-1995. This year the 
Board will review the organizations collaborating with Programme 2 (WHO，s general programme 
development and management), Programme 3 (Health system development), Programme 4，(Organization of 
health systems based on primary health care), Programme 5 (Development of human resources for health), 
Programme 6 (Public information and education for health), Programme 7 (Research promotion and 
development, including research on health-promoting behaviour), Programme 8 (General health protection 
and promotion) and Programme 9 (Protection and promotion of the health of specific population groups). 

At its meeting in January 1994 the Executive Board noted that collaboration between WHO and two 
NGOs had been limited, and it consequently decided (EB93(18)) to maintain official relations for a period 
of one year to permit the development of a plan for collaborative activities between the organizations and 
WHO. The results of efforts to develop such work plans is also reported on in this document. 

In preparation for this review, the organizations concerned were asked to provide information on their 
collaboration with WHO during the past three years (1992-1994). The WHO officers (designated technical 
officers) who carry out the technical liaison with these organizations, as well as the WHO regional offices, 
also submitted their comments on the collaboration and expectations for the coming three-year period. 

In the summaries that follow, the first paragraph contains information on the organization's own 
structure and activities, and the second paragraph reports on its collaboration with WHO. At the end of 
each programme, or group of programmes, a section entitled "Recommendations" sums up the impact of the 
collaboration and suggests recommendations for the consideration of the Standing Committee. 

The Executive Board, through its Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, is 
invited to decide on the maintenance or otherwise of official relations with the following 
nongovernmental organizations. 

1 Basic documents, 40th edition, 1992, pp. 74-79. 
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SUMMARY OF REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Programme 2 - WHO's general programme development and management 

The activities of the organizations reviewed under Nos 1 to 7 support general health development, 
including medical informatics, and emergency relief. 

1. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF CONSUMERS UNIONS 

Founded: 1960 Admitted: 1986 

Two hundred and four consumer organizations in 84 countries constitute the membership of the 
International Organization of Consumers Unions. Its main aim is to represent consumer interests at the 
United Nations and other international forums related to health, safety, environment, and the terms of 
international trade, and to disseminate information to its membership. 

The Organization and WHO continued to cooperate in a number of areas of mutual interest. For 
example, it participated in international and regional meetings of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. For 
the twentieth session of the Commission it prepared a paper on "Consumer involvement in decision making 
in relation to food standards and the joint F AO/WHO food standards programme". It was active in 
preparatory meetings of the International Conference on Nutrition (Rome, December 1992) and has since 
participated in follow-up activities, for example in a workshop for Latin America. Its contributions to WHO 
consultations relating to pharmaceuticals, including essential drugs, are appreciated, as well as its strong 
advocacy for WHO policies in these fields. Similarly it is a regular participant in WHO meetings and 
conferences concerning chemical safety, and it participated in a joint seminar with WHO and other 
intergovernmental organizations on food irradiation in September 1993. Another important area in which 
there are joint activities is infant and young child feeding. During the period under review it was active in 
providing training in the implementation of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes 
with WHO regional offices, and assisted in the review and evaluation of country experiences in the Code's 
implementation. Exchanges with the Regional Office for Europe on the rights of patients continued, and 
discussions were held with the Regional Office for the Americas on education programmes and 
encouragement of the rational use of pharmaceuticals. 

2. INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS FOR THE PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR 

Founded: 1980 Admitted: 1985 

The membership consists of regional and national physicians' groups in 78 countries. IPPNW seeks 
to bring together physicians, through annual world congresses and in other forums, to apply their medical 
expertise to the prevention of nuclear war and control of the nuclear arms race. Its activities include 
investigation of the health and environmental consequences of nuclear weapons production, and the effects 
of militarism and war on health, health care, the environment and development. Public information activities 
are also undertaken. 

Collaboration with this NGO is based on a mutual concern to anticipate the health and environmental 
consequences of nuclear war and takes several forms. During the period under review WHO participated in 
its Eleventh World Congress, Mexico 1993. The NGO provided reference material for the WHO report on 
"Health and environmental effects of nuclear weapons". In connection with its efforts to promote the 
inclusion in medical curricula of information about the health and environmental consequences of nuclear war 
it has developed a model curriculum. The results of its efforts, and related material, were shared with WHO, 
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including the regional offices. Another continuing activity in support of WHO is the dissemination of 
relevant WHO publications. 

3. INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION 

Founded: 1888 Admitted: 1985 

National groups, composed of members of national parliaments, in 131 countries form its membership. 
Through its twice-yearly conferences, supported by five committees (dealing with international security and 
disarmament; parliamentary, juridicial and human rights; economic and social matters; cultural, educational 
and environmental questions; non-self-governing territories and ethnic problems) it works for peace and 
cooperation among peoples and the strengthening of parliamentary institutions. 

During the period under review WHO participated in several of the Union's conferences at which health 
or health-related issues were debated; of particular interest to WHO were those concerning AIDS, health of 
the elderly, and waste management for a healthy environment. WHO documentation contributed to the 
background for the debate on health of the elderly, likewise for the Union's September 1994 conference 
which discussed, inter alia, the World Summit for Social Development. A concurrent "meeting of women 
parliamentarians" was provided with WHO documents to inform the discussions on women, health and 
development and human rights. 

4. OXFAM 

Founded: 1942 Admitted: 1987 

OXFAM is a charitable organization working to relieve poverty, distress and suffering in the world and 
to educate the public concerning the nature, causes and effects of poverty. Its fund-raising activities support 
both long-term development and emergency aid projects in a wide range of areas. 

The main collaboration was in connection with the health screening of demobilized soldiers and 
families, and other assistance in implementing emergency operations. OXFAM contributed to the working 
group on the future strategy of the Action Programme on Essential Drugs and also contributed its comments 
to selected WHO technical documents in the field of essential drugs. However, future collaboration in this 
field is not clear as OXFAM recently discontinued the post of Essential Drugs Adviser. The Regional Office 
for the Western Pacific reported cooperation on immunization, primary health care and emergency relief 
activities in Viet Nam during the period under review. 

5. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES 

Founded: 1919 Admitted: 1948 

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in 162 countries make up the Federation's membership. 
The Federation advises and assists national societies in the development of their services to the community. 
Internationally it organizes and coordinates relief for refugees outside areas of conflict and for victims of 
natural disasters, and launches worldwide appeals for aid. It is also active in promoting adoption of national 
disaster preparedness plans. 

The Federation and WHO maintained regular and frequent contact on a number of issues. Examples 
of joint projects are: workshops in connection with the development and evaluation of three model 
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HIV/AIDS health promotion interventions to mobilize young people to play an active role in preventing the 
spread of HIV/AIDS, and, currently nearing completion, the review and field testing of guidelines for 
HIV/AIDS blood donor counselling, which is expected to result in the publication of joint guidelines. The 
Federation is also assisting in the development of a practical guide to environmental health in disasters and 
emergencies. At the regional level it cooperated with the Regional Office for the Western Pacific in the 
implementation of national tuberculosis programmes; with РАНО in blood safety training in Brazil and 
Central America and disaster preparedness and mitigation activities with national Red Cross societies in the 
Americas; and with the Regional Office for Europe through extensive contacts and activities relating to 
"tobacco or health", mental health, family planning, etc. It also gave financial and technical support to 
activities against diarrhoeal and acute respiratory diseases in the republics of central Asia, and supported 
WHO activities in the republics in the Caucasus with a drug delivery package. The package also included 
a training component using WHO material which the Federation translated into Russian. A major project 
begun during the period under review was for BCG production and distribution in the Russian Federation and 
Newly Independent States of the former Soviet Union. 

6. INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL INFORMATICS ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1989 Admitted: 1992 

The Association brings together national associations in 50 countries whose aims are, inter alia, to 
promote informatics (electronic data-processing) and its application in health care and biomedical research 
and to advance international cooperation. The major activities of the Association are the convening of 
triennial world congresses and other, regional health conferences relating to all aspects of medical informatics. 
Congress and conference proceedings are published. At present it has working groups on minimum basic data 
sets, on "case-mix" and severity of cases, on data protection in health systems, on standards for medical 
records exchange, on information planning and modelling in health care, on nursing informatics and on 
training and education. 

Collaboration took place in connection with preparations for the Association's triennial congress, 
"Medlnfo 1992"，which was cosponsored by WHO. Other activities related to a conference on health 
informatics in Africa. Preparations have already begun for "Medlnfo 1995". 

The Association is at present going through a period of change which may affect its relations with 
WHO. In accordance with the normal practice it is recommended that the current status be continued, and 
that a report on the implications of any changes be submitted to the Board when they are completed. 

7. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR INFORMATION PROCESSING 

Founded: 1960 Admitted: 1986 

The International Federation for Information Processing consists of 46 national member organizations 
in 70 countries, concerned with information processing. Tbrough the activities (mainly conferences and 
workshops and technical publications) of 11 technical committees and 65 working groups, the Federation 
seeks to encourage and assist the development, exploitation and application of information technology. 

The Federation informed the Secretariat that it is no longer engaged in medical information processing 
activities and that it believed "WHO would be better served by a direct relationship to the International 
Medical Informatics Association" (IMIA). IMIA is an affiliate member of the Federation and is also in 
official relations with WHO (see above). 
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Recommendations 

The activities and exchanges between WHO and NGOs Nos 1 to 3，some of them representative of 
broadly-based lay sectors, have contributed to broadening the general health policy debate and supported 
informed public opinion. Activities with Nos 4 and 5 have taken place in several areas of mutual interest, 
and their support to WHO efforts to ensure timely and adequate emergency relief operations continues to be 
highly appreciated. The importance of collaboration with No. 6 is increasing as the application of 
"informatics" as a tool for enhancing managerial efficiency and its use in medical devices to improve 
diagnosis and curative possibilities are well established in the developed world. With WHO this NGO was 
active in seeking ways and means to ensure that the benefits of medical informatics are shared with the 
developing world. Relations with this group of NGOs is satisfactory, and for the most part joint activities 
are ensured for the coming three years. The Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend 
that official relations be maintained for a further three years with organizations Nos 1 to 6. 

Regarding the International Federation for Information Processing (No. 7)，in the light of the 
Federation's cessation of activities in medical informatics, the Secretariat, while appreciative of past 
collaboration, is in agreement that it is no longer appropriate to maintain the Federation in official relations. 
The Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations with the 
International Federation for Information Processing be discontinued. 

Programme 3 - Health system development 

The organizations reviewed under Nos 8 to 12 contribute to the development and strengthening of 
health systems through their work in health situation and trend assessment and health legislation. 

8. INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1945 Admitted: 1969 

The Association, whose members are scheduled airline companies, works to promote safe，regular and 
economical air transport. Areas of common interest with WHO include food safety, smoking in aircraft, 
spread of infectious diseases, disinfection of aircraft and malaria control, and shipment of infectious agents 
and specimens. 

In addition to exchanges with the Association regarding health issues related to international travellers -
for example, aircraft disinfection, food safety, and smoking - the Association disseminated appropriate WHO 
information to its member airlines. There are regular exchanges in connection with the "Travel Information 
Manual" produced by a group of its member airlines, which contains country-by-country information on 
health situations and regulations. 

9. INTERNATIONAL EPIDEMIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1954 Admitted: 1966 

The International Epidemiological Association has individual members in 75 countries, and regional 
representatives. Its activities (global and regional meetings and publications) aim to promote research and 
teaching in epidemiology and use of epidemiological methods, particularly with regard to health services 
research and training. 
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During the period under review 10 regional meetings took place with the WHO regional offices 
concerned, and WHO took part in the Association's international congress on epidemiology and public health. 
Other activities included training workshops for epidemiologists from developing countries and assistance in 
the development of teaching packages. The Association is currently working with the Regional Office for 
the Eastern Mediterranean on the development of an epidemiological database. 

10. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF HEALTH RECORDS ORGANIZATIONS 

Founded: 1968 Admitted: 1979 

The Federation brings together societies in 16 countries, and has associate members. Through its 
international congresses and workshops and a periodic newsletter it seeks to improve the standard of health 
records and to develop techniques for their more efficient use. 

The Federation collaborated with the Regional Offices for the Western Pacific and for Europe, the 
former in connection with a series of workshops for medical record personnel in China, Malaysia, Thailand 
and Hong Kong, and the latter in preparation for a workshop for health information managers to take place 
in 1996. It also participated in the ñnalization of the International Classification of Diseases, tenth revision 
(ICD-10). An important future activity, given the necessary resources, will be its support for the 
implementation of ICD-10, particularly in developing countries. 

11. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION 

Founded: 1947 Admitted: 1971 

The Organization develops international standards through a series of technical committees, and 
promotes their worldwide application through national standards bodies in 72 countries, corresponding 
members in 15 countries and many other interested groups. 

Cooperation is continual and relates primarily to the development of standards for health care 
technology ranging from transfusion and anaesthetic equipment, syringes and needles, to technical systems 
and aids for handicapped persons, dental products, contraceptives, etc. Other standards being developed with 
WHO support relate to quantities, units and symbols used in science and technology, terminology, food 
products and animal fodders, applications of statistical methods, common names for pesticides and other 
agrochemicals, and air, water and soil quality. 

12. INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF LEGAL MEDICINE1 

Founded: 1938 Admitted: 1984 

The Academy has individual members in 60 countries, and is widely recognized to be authoritative on 
matters relating to legal and forensic medicine. The Academy has sponsored studies on various aspects of 
this discipline, including medico-legal psychiatry, social medicine, industrial medicine, medical law, and 
medical aspects of criminology and toxicology. It publishes the proceedings of regional and international 
congresses in the above-mentioned fields in its journal Acta Medicinae Legalis et Socialis. 

1 Previously known as International Academy of Legal Medicine and Social Medicine. 
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Joint collaboration consists mainly of participation in each other's meetings, in particular WHO 
participation in the Academy's congresses, where WHO is provided with an opportunity to present its policies 
and views to leading specialists in this field. Regular exchanges relating to information on recent 
developments in health/medical law and bioethics are particularly appreciated. Another important activity 
was the Academy's assistance in the identification of war victims in former Yugoslavia. 

Recommendations 

The activities undertaken with NGOs Nos 8 to 12 provided opportunities to extend the dissemination 
of information about medical and personal precautions to protect the health of travellers; contributed to 
WHO's efforts to strengthen the epidemiological and statistical capabilities of appropriate health personnel; 
pursued the development and finalization of internationally agreed standards for health-related devices, 
terminology and measures; and, in the case of NGO No. 12，served as a resource for national information 
on medical law, particularly relating to bioethics. Where activities are not continuing it is expected that work 
plans will be developed. The Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official 
relations be maintained for a further three years with organizations Nos 8 to 12. 

Programme 4 • Organization of health systems based on primary health care 

Organizations reviewed under Nos 13 to 24 mainly work with WHO in promotion of and support to 
integrated health systems, with particular reference to district health systems. 

13. INTERNATIONAL SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1949 Admitted: 1973 

The membership of the International Sociological Association consists of sociologists, some of whom 
are grouped in regional or national associations, in 100 countries. A quadrennial congress is held and 
activities are carried out through 39 research committees. 

The Association participated in WHO consultations on the potential contribution of different professions 
to mental health, resulting in the WHO document "Partners for Mental Health". The Regional Office for 
South-East Asia cosponsored the Association's third Asian conference on health and sociology, the theme of 
which was comparisons of health systems in rapidly industrializing societies. 

14. COMMONWEALTH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1962 Admitted: 1975 

The Commonwealth Medical Association groups 39 national medical associations in Commonwealth 
countries. It provides technical cooperation and advice to its members on development and maintenance of 
codes for ethical practices, medical education programmes including "distance learning", and a programme 
on low-cost medical journals and books for doctors in developing countries. 

There has been wide-ranging cooperation for the development and use of guidelines on medical ethics 
for national medical associations, on the role of medical ethics in the protection of human rights, and on 
adolescent health and sexuality. The Association has also cooperated with the Regional Offices for Africa, 
the Americas and South-East Asia in the holding of workshops on adolescent health, an international 
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symposium and training workshops on reproductive health and safe motherhood, and workshops on the role 
of women in the prevention of HIV/AIDS and the care of those suffering from the disease. 

15. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF HOSPITAL ENGINEERING 

Founded: 1971 Admitted: 1988 

The Federation is composed of over 25 national associations, as well as individual and company 
members, who work to promote the development and dissemination of hospital engineering technology. 
Activities of the Federation also include the provision of training courses and seminars, and hospital exchange 
visits to enable engineers, architects and other technologists to expand their knowledge. It publishes the 
journal Hospital Engineering four times a year. 

The Federation and WHO have continual regional and national training activities to enhance the skills 
of those whose responsibilities relate to the management, repair and maintenance of medical and hospital 
equipment. It is noteworthy that it has increased its emphasis on developing countries and has consequently 
expanded opportunities for the involvement of hospital engineers from such countries in various activities. 
Other important joint undertakings are related to the development and promotion of information support 
systems, safety standards for equipment, and the development of standard specifications to strengthen 
equipment selection and procurement at the national level. 

16. INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ARCHITECTS 

Founded: 1948 Admitted: 1959 

The Union's membership is divided into national and regional sections in 88 countries. It organizes 
information seminars and exchanges, and participates in the studies and work of international bodies in this 
field. Eight specialist working groups facilitate international contact between architects. 

During the period under review the Union and WHO, with their respective regional and national 
partners, cooperated on - and in many cases cosponsored - meetings and congresses on themes ranging from 
hospital planning for the efficient, human and economical care of patients to emerging approaches in hospital 
and hospital design and the development of guidelines for health facilities planning. Similar meetings and 
conferences are planned for the future. 

17. INTERNATIONAL HOSPITAL FEDERATION 

Founded: 1947 Admitted: 1948 

The membership of the Federation consists of national hospital and health-care organizations, hospitals, 
individuals and companies, including professional firms, in 90 countries. It promotes improvements in the 
planning and management of hospitals and health services through international congresses, regional 
conferences, workshops, field studies and joint seminars with other international bodies, and annual training 
courses in hospital health management. 

Cooperation included WHO's technical support and assistance for the Federation's series of training 
seminars of which two took place during the period under review, in China and Egypt. WHO also 
participated in the Federation's annual senior health managers' course; participants were hospital 
administrators and department-of-health officials from developing nations. The Federation's biennial World 

10 



EB95/NGO/WP/1 

Hospital Congress provides WHO with an important opportunity to convey not only its hospital-related 
policies but also those concerning a wide range of other issues of interest and concern to hospital 
administrations. For its part the Federation took part in WHO's work to prepare a report on hospital 
standards and to study the functions of hospitals at the first referral level, and another study on the hospital 
of the future, policies, technology financing and information systems. The Federation also works with WHO 
regional offices in connection with its regional meetings. It is, for example, assisting in the development of 
a European hospital data project with the Regional Office for Europe. Other activities related to the 
distribution of information and material concerning the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative and an international 
survey of long-term care facilities and community care for the aged. 

18. AFRICAN MEDICAL AND RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

Founded: 1957 Admitted: 1977 

The Foundation has national foundation members in 10 countries, which support, engage in, conduct 
and foster medical, surgical, and scientific research in Africa. Examples of activities are the training of 
community health workers, the development, printing and distribution of training manuals and medical 
journals, airborne support for remote health facilities, including surgical, medical and public health services, 
and medical research into the control of hydatid disease. 

During the period under review collaboration included a health systems research study on factors 
affecting prioritization of district health needs in Kenya; a final report was submitted to WHO on an 
evaluation, in the United Republic of Tanzania, of the diagnostic validity of a flow-chart for vaginal discharge 
syndrome and the identification of risk factors associated with sexually transmitted diseases among women 
attending antenatal clinics. In Somalia a central reference laboratory was established which it is expected will 
support, inter alia, the curative work of existing health facilities and assist in the development of control 
activities for malaria and diarrhoeal diseases. Examples of other activities were the holding of a data-analysis 
and report-writing workshop for health professionals in Kenya, Lesotho, Mauritius and Seychelles; and, in 
the United Republic of Tanzania, and in Zambia the holding of an 11-month course leading to a diploma in 
community health, the most recent course finishing in December 1994. A workshop on training of trainers 
was held in September 1994 for participants from Kenya, Lesotho, Mauritius and Seychelles. A trial of 
insecticide-treated bed nets for the reduction of child mortality will finish in 1995. 

19. AGA KHAN FOUNDATION 

Founded: 1967 Admitted: 1983 

The network constituted by the Aga Khan Foundation, the Aga Khan University Faculty of Health 
Science (medical college and nursing school) and the Aga Khan University Hospital in Karachi (Pakistan), 
together with the Aga Khan field health services (working principally in Bangladesh, India, Kenya and 
Pakistan), carries out programmes for social development. Health programmes aim to support 
community-based health care with appropriate health technology, community-oriented training of human 
resources for health, and health education. Training for community-oriented primary health care activities 
has been introduced into the curricula of staff of the Aga Khan University Hospital in Karachi. 

During the period under review the Foundation participated in a variety of WHO meetings ranging from 
those of an informal group of agencies involved in health economics to technical meetings on immunization, 
diarrhoeal diseases and respiratory infections. At the regional level the Foundation participated in activities 
with the Regional Office for South-East Asia, notably for an intercountry workshop on management of health 
learning materials and in connection with the Foundation's management training package, which is being used 

11 
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by some institutions in the Region. Initial discussions took place with the Regional Office for Europe on 
possible joint collaboration. 

20. CMC-CHURCHES' ACTION FOR HEALTH1 

Founded: 1968 Admitted: 1970 

The former Christian Medical Commission is part of the World Council of Churches' unit, Churches 
in Mission, Health Education and Witness. CMC works through worldwide church-related medical/health 
organizations, including 24 national coordinating agencies. It coordinates church-related medical programmes 
at country and regional levels; directs hospital-centred church medical activities towards community-based 
health programmes; assists church-related health programmes to plan more closely with governments and 
with other NGOs; and helps to make essential drugs available for their primary health care programmes. 

Wide-ranging activities with WHO at headquarters and in the regions continued during the period under 
review. For example，CMC prepared a series of working papers for a WHO consultation on the role of 
church-related health services in the development of comprehensive district health care systems; it held joint 
consultations with WHO, leading it to adopt the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of Pharmaceutical 
Products Moving in International Commerce as CMC's guidelines on drugs; and, at the regional level, it 
sponsored candidates attending WHO seminars and training workshops on the concept of essential drugs and 
rational drug use. WHO provided technical assistance for CMC's manual on drug use indicators and 
guidelines for equipment donations, and assisted in an evaluation of its pharmaceutical programme. There 
were also several technical exchanges on various problems connected with HIV/AIDS; WHO assistance for 
CMC's operational research on community-based care, and a regional workshop on the role of NGOs in the 
prevention and control of AIDS. CMC played an important role in a WHO/UNICEF/NGO meeting to discuss 
collaborative support to national diarrhoeal and respiratory disease programmes in sub-Saharan Africa. 

21. MEDICUS MUNDI INTERNATIONAL (INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR 
COOPERATION IN HEALTH CARE) 

Founded: 1964 Admitted: 1979 

Medicus Mundi works in more than 50 countries to support and promote health care, mainly for 
developing countries. Its eight national branches undertake long-term sustainable health projects and related 
health education activities with local partners and put particular emphasis on their training. To that end it 
supports training facilities for local staff and the organization of leadership training programmes, provides 
scholarships and publishes educational and professional journals. It organizes an annual colloquium for NGOs 
and government representatives. 

At the global level Medicus Mundi International and WHO collaborated in the revision of guidelines 
for district hospitals, and in Medicus Mundi's annual colloquia which, during the period under review, 
focused on postgraduate training for doctors in tropical medicine, and on health and development and essential 
drugs. Current projects relate to a survey of cooperation on NGO hospitals in the district health system and 
an investigation on the financial administration and income-generating activities of first referral hospitals. 
WHO training materials are extensively used in the courses for health personnel at the national level; and 
at the national level WHO facilitated cooperation with health authorities, for example in connection with an 
oral health project in Ethiopia begun during the period under review. Medicus Mundi's newsletter regularly 

1 Previously known as Christian Medical Commission. 
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carries information supporting WHO policies and news about WHO's work and publications of interest to 
health personnel. 

22. WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL 

Founded: 1950 Admitted: 1989 

World Vision International is a humanitarian agency providing emergency relief and conducting 
worldwide health and development activities in response to human needs. It has 15 national member 
organizations supporting projects in 80 countries. Its operations, coordinated with governments, cover 
projects in child and family care, health education and information, water supply and sanitation, relief and 
rehabilitation in response to disasters, leadership and community development, etc. 

World Vision regularly exchanged information with a variety of WHO programmes at headquarters and 
maintained contacts with certain regional offices. Examples of specific activities are joint projects to test 
solar sterilizers and bicycle ambulances. In cooperation with WHO a film on orphans and AIDS in Uganda 
was completed during the period under review. Assistance was given by WHO in an evaluation of two Asian 
health care programmes and the development of policy and publications relating, e.g., to the procurement and 
use of essential drugs, and to HIV/AIDS. Collaboration continued with WHO to strengthen government 
health care systems in districts of several countries where World Vision maintains health care programmes. 
It also participated in WHO meetings concerning control of meningitis，prevention of blindness, HIV/AIDS, 
substance abuse etc. The diarrhoeal disease and acute respiratory infections programmes of the Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific collaborated in projects to train health workers in Cambodia, Vanuatu and Viet 
Nam. 

23. WORLD FEDERATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATIONS 

Founded: 1967 Admitted: 1971 

National public health associations in 45 countries form the membership of the World Federation, which 
serves as a forum enabling national nongovernmental health organizations to work more effectively with 
national and international health agencies in improving personal and community health. Apart from annual 
meetings and international congresses, it undertakes special studies and projects related to integration of 
activities within the framework of primary health care. 

Joint activities concern frequent technical exchanges on wide-ranging public health issues, enabling the 
Federation and WHO to strengthen the capabilities of national members and, where appropriate, encourage 
the development of national public health associations. WHO cosponsored the Federation's seventh 
international congress. The Federation is a vigorous supporter of WHO and widely disseminates information 
about WHO policies and activities. It also maintains exchanges with the regional offices, in particular those 
for the Eastern Mediterranean and South-East Asia, which collaborated with the Federation in connection with 
its international congress held in December 1994. 

24. WORLD ASSOCIATION OF THE MAJOR METROPOLISES 

Founded: 1985 Admitted: 1991 

The Association is composed of representatives (usually from the authority responsible for the planning 
and administration of a metropolitan region) of 49 metropolises, defined as capital cities or cities having a 

"“ 13 



EB95/NGO/WP/1 

population of over one million. The main objective of the Association is to foster international cooperation 
and exchanges between political authorities, administrations and public and private agencies of major 
metropolises for the purpose of promoting and disseminating knowledge, information and experience in areas 
which contribute to the management planning and development of major metropolises. It also encourages 
and promotes studies and research to help improve urban environments and living conditions and strengthen 
the bonds between major metropolises. Technical working groups, seminars and congresses are held on a 
regular basis to exchange information, etc. The Association has established a technical exchange service to 
help cities to obtain expert assistance relating to specific urban problems. It holds an international congress 
every three years. 

During the past three years the Association and WHO collaborated in preparations for the Association's 
September 1993 congress on the urban environment and health, undertaking studies on atmospheric pollution. 
The Regional Office for the Americas also participated in this activity. It is expected that future cooperation, 
in addition to a continuing interest in collaboration in connection with the Association's congresses, will 
concern the development of pollution indicators which integrate health effects. 

Recommendations 

In general, activities with NGOs Nos 13 to 24 served to strengthen the capabilities of referral and 
district health systems at the national level; at the regional and international levels cooperation served to 
promote exchange of views with a wide range of specialists and disseminate appropriate health information. 
It is expected that similar activities, where not already planned, will be developed for the future. The 
Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations be maintained for a 
further three years with organizations Nos 13 to 24. 

Programme 5 - Development of human resources for health 

The activities of the organizations reviewed under Nos 25 to 33 support the training of personnel to 
enhance the functioning of health infrastructures. 

25. INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 

Founded: 1935 Admitted: 1975 

Members of the College are practising surgeons and other physicians representative of most WHO 
regions. Its activities include biennial international congresses, regional seminars, and provision of research 
grants and scholarships. Surgical teams are sent to developing countries on request to exchange technical 
expertise. 

Activities with the College concerned training courses in a number of developing countries and 
distribution of publications to their institutions. A consultation recently took place on a project to coordinate 
with surgical societies and organizations the provision of improved critical surgical care to children in remote 
areas of the Pacific. Future plans include involvement in the updating of WHO's surgical manuals and the 
preparation of learning materials. 
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26. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF SURGICAL COLLEGES 

Founded: 1958 Admitted: 1960 

The Federation is composed of national colleges or associations of surgeons from 43 countries. It 
works to improve and maintain high standards of surgery through the holding of international forums, and 
subsequent regional workshops, for discussions on surgical training, education and standards. It provides 
travel grants to young surgeons in the developing world, maintains a library support programme for medical 
schools and hospitals, and solicits volunteers among its members to provide on-site teaching and training in 
areas of need. 

There is collaboration in the training and continuing education of young surgeons in developing 
countries through a combination of short-term study fellowships, and in the regular supply of selected medical 
journals and support of visiting professors to stimulate better patient care. The Federation also participated 
in the preparation and publishing of textbooks and manuals in different fields of essential surgery, and 
extended its assistance in their dissemination and use. Currently in preparation is a manual on day surgery, 
and consideration is being given to another on the prevention and care of burns. Other cooperative activities 
relate to strengthening of surgical services, and standards and training in health programmes. Data are 
currently being gathered for a study on the responsibility of established surgical colleges to the developing 
world. 

27. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 

Founded: 1899 Admitted: 1948 

The membership of the Council consists of national associations of nurses in 102 countries. Through 
the mobilization of its national members it undertakes various activities in the following areas: health matters 
in general, nursing education, socioeconomic welfare of nurses, nursing legislation, research on nursing, and 
cooperation with other health professions. 

Activities with the Council were extensive，including a two-year HIV/AIDS educational project for eight 
national nurses' associations in Africa; preparation and distribution to its national members of information 
kits on substance abuse and family health; contribution to a WHO/ILO publication on nursing and midwifery; 
and assistance in the implementation of the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative. The Council was also 
represented in a variety of WHO meetings concerning cardiovascular diseases and is working with WHO to 
motivate its members to promote and support the inclusion of mental health knowledge in nursing curricula. 
It regularly participates in WHO nursing consultations. The Council also collaborates with a number of WHO 
regional offices, in particular those for the Americas, the Eastern Mediterranean, Europe and South-East Asia, 
with whom a variety of activities at country and regional level were undertaken. 

28. INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC COMMITTEE OF NURSES AND MEDICO-SOCIAL 
ASSISTANTS 

Founded: 1933 Admitted: 1954 

Catholic nurses' guilds in 44 countries and corresponding members in 16 countries constitute the 
membership of the Committee. It concentrates on the study of nursing training, ethical guidelines, and health 
policies, through such forums as regional congresses and a quadrennial world congress. 
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The Committee's main activities with WHO during the period under review were for information 
exchange in connection with the nursing and midwifery professions. WHO also participated in the 
Committee's Fifteenth World Congress, on the theme "Health and family: responsibilities of nurses and 
midwives". 

29. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MEDICAL STUDENTS' ASSOCIATIONS 

Founded: 1951 Admitted: 1969 

The purpose of the International Federation, whose membership consists of national medical students' 
organizations, is to bring together medical students throughout the world to discuss and formulate policies 
on a variety of topics. In addition to an annual general assembly, it has four standing committees; on 
medical education, prevention of nuclear war, refugees, and professional exchange. Its activities include study 
tours, seminars or workshops, and summer schools as a means to promote humanitarian ideals and medical 
ethics. 

During the period under review a village development project in Ghana came to a close and other such 
projects, in Ghana and Sudan, were initiated. The Federation cooperated in preparations for the first WHO 
international medical students' workshop on medical education in November 1994. Dissemination of 
information regarding WHO's initiative for "changing medical education" and advocacy for WHO policies 
through the Federation's newsletters are other noteworthy aspects of their collaboration. 

30. NETWORK OF COMMUNITY-ORIENTED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR 
HEALTH SCIENCES 

Founded: 1979 Admitted: 1987 

The Network's worldwide membership of 54 full-member institutions and 80 associate members 
undertakes activities to promote the development of technology, approaches, methodology and tools 
appropriate to community-oriented educational systems. Such activities are consistent with national health-
for-all strategies and are undertaken in coordination with national health services. 

The Network and WHO cooperated on several seminars on, for example, student assessment, and 
"student-centred" education, as well as exchanges in connection with the creation of several new task forces. 
The task forces, which began their work in 1992，focus on community-based education, graduate performance, 
leadership development, international and intersectoral collaboration and health research. WHO also 
participated in the Network's biennial general meetings. The Regional Offices for South-East Asia and for 
the Eastern Mediterranean reported extensive activities with the Network, in particular in the former region, 
where it organizes and promotes innovative approaches in health personnel education and introduces problem-
based learning into medical and nursing schools. 

31. WORLD FEDERATION FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION 

Founded: 1972 Admitted: 1974 

Six regional associations of medical educators form the membership of the World Federation. Each 
regional association has its own activities and goals in addition to international goals. The main activity of 
the Federation at present is an international collaborative programme to reorient the training of doctors 
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throughout the world so as to promote the achievement of health for all through primary health care. In this 
connection it undertakes projects at global, regional, national and institutional levels. 

In addition to regular participation in many of WHO's specialist groups on medical education, the 
Federation is an indispensable partner in WHO's current work to develop and test a set of strategies to change 
medical education practices. An important joint activity was the cosponsorship of the World Summit on 
Medical Education in August 1993. The Federation also participated in WHO consultations, for example on 
problem-solving education for the health professions, and WHO's October 1994 meeting on "Global 
consensus on quality". The Federation's regional offices maintain strong links and undertake activities with 
the WHO regional offices, in particular those for South-East Asia, Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean. 
A series of regional conferences have been planned with the technical support of WHO to follow up the 
Summit. 

32. WORLD ORGANIZATION OF FAMILY DOCTORS1 

Founded: 1970 Admitted: 1984 

National institutions of general practitioners and individual members in 38 countries form the 
membership of the World Organization. Recently, activities have emphasized the development of human 
resources for primary health care. National activities deal with a variety of aspects of general practice, among 
them medical education and the development of educational and research organizations of general or family 
practitioners. 

The Organization maintained regular contacts with WHO. Major activities related to the preparation 
of a forum on "Making medical practice and education more relevant to people's needs: the contribution of 
the family doctor" (November 1994)，and assistance with the preparation and publication of a book on the 
professional role of general practitioners in mental health. The Organization has strong links with the 
Regional Office for Europe. It participated in a number of WHO consultations on, for example, general 
practice in countries of central and eastern Europe, and reform in family medicine or general practice in those 
countries. WHO likewise participated in the Organization's regional meetings. Future collaboration will 
include follow-up to the forum and a contribution to the revision of the International Classification of 
Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps. 

33. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR PREVENTIVE AND SOCIAL MEDICINE 

Founded: 1952 Admitted: 1983 

The Federation consists of national associations or individual members in 73 countries. Its main 
activity is the organization of international congresses at two- or three-year intervals on scientific and 
technical problems in preventive and social medicine. 

The Federation informed WHO that it did not believe it desirable to submit a report for the 
consideration of the maintenance of official relations. At the time of the Federation's last review the Board 
requested that efforts be made to revitalize collaboration (decision EB89(20)). The Federation was informed 
of the Board's decision and encouraged to re-establish links with WHO. Efforts at headquarters level were 
unproductive and no work plan was elaborated; however, the Regional Offices for the Americas and Europe 
reported exchanges with the Federation. 

1 Also known as the World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic Associations of General 
Practitioners/Family Physicians. 
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Recommendations 

In its assistance to countries in planning for the types and numbers of health personnel required and, 
in general, its support for training and encouragement of changes to make the education of health 
professionals more relevant and efficient, WHO benefited greatly from the contributions of NGOs Nos 25 
to 32. It is expected that joint activities, where not already planned, will be developed for the future. The 
Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations be maintained for a 
further three years with organizations Nos 25 to 32. 

In the light of the comments of the International Federation for Preventive and Social Medicine 
(No. 33) and taking into account the fact that efforts to re-establish contacts with a view to identifying 
areas of mutual interest and possible joint endeavour proved unproductive，the Standing Committee 
may wish to recommend that official relations be discontinued with the International Federation for 
Preventive and Social Medicine. 

Programme 6 - Public information and education for health 

Many organizations reviewed in this document ensure that health information relating to their particular 
profession or expertise is published. Those reviewed under Nos 34 to 37 are principally engaged in advocacy 
for the policies of WHO and health education and promotion. 

34. NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 

Founded: 1976 Admitted: 1986 

The National Council for International Health groups over 150 health or health-related organizations, 
including government departments and research organizations, in the United States of America. Worldwide 
activities aim to improve health by increasing the United States response to international health needs. 
Dissemination of information on WHO's policies and programmes are among its concerns. The Council has 
been particularly active in advocacy for and dissemination of WHO policies on HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. 
It is also an advocate for greater commitment to and funding of WHO and other organizations and bodies 
of the United Nations system in its regular testimonies before the United States Congress and in other forums. 

Cooperation with the Council affords WHO access to large numbers of American NGOs active in health 
and development. WHO has cosponsored the Council's international conferences which, during the past three 
years, dealt with women's health in the Third World, improving the health of underserved populations, and 
population, quality of life and violence. The Regional Office for the Americas participated in the Council's 
scientific meetings and maintains regular contact. 

35. WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS 

Founded: 1946 Admitted: 1948 

United Nations associations in 65 countries form the membership of the Federation. Activities include 
international seminars and conferences on subjects related to the United Nations system and generally serve 
to promote the system. 

The Federation's collaboration with WHO consists mainly in its support and advocacy of WHO 
policies; it encourages its members to undertake activities to coincide with World Health Day and World 
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AIDS Day, using WHO material. The Federation was also involved in the development of guidelines for 
promoting the role of NGOs in nutrition as follow-up to the International Conference on Nutrition. 

36. INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR HEALTH PROMOTION AND EDUCATION 

Founded: 1951 Admitted: 1955 

The Union brings together organizations and individuals from 80 countries in health promotion and 
health education. It operates mainly through its five regional offices to promote informed public opinion on 
health matters; to improve knowledge, skills and competency of the profession in dealing effectively with 
health promotion and health education policy and practice; and to promote scientific research. It convenes 
regular conferences and other meetings to stimulate and support exchanges between its members and other 
related professions and to exchange information. 

Joint consultations took place，for example, on prevention of cardiovascular diseases through health 
education; "tobacco or health"; strategies for implementing comprehensive school health education/promotion 
programmes; national health-promoting strategies, policies and structures; and health promotion in WHO's 
Western Pacific Region. Reports of the consultations were subsequently published in its Journal which is 
disseminated in more than 100 countries. It prepared a paper for a series of WHO consultations designed 
to stimulate discussion and understanding of the role and function of health education in meeting current and 
ftiture global health challenges. There were also regular regional technical meetings (in China, Denmark, 
Kenya, Mexico, Costa Rica) covering a wide range of issues of mutual interest. Since 1992 the Union has 
developed close ties with the Regional Office for Europe's Task Force on Mental Health Promotion and 
Prevention, and is assisting in a project entitled "Who is who in mental health promotion and prevention in 
Europe?". 

37. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON SOCIAL WELFARE 

Founded: 1928 Admitted: 1950 

The Council brings together 61 national committees and over 20 international organizations with an 
interest in social welfare. The Council's basic mission is to promote forms of social and economic 
development which seek to reduce poverty, hardship and vulnerability throughout the world, especially 
amongst disadvantaged people. It strives for the recognition and protection of fundamental rights to food, 
shelter, education, health care and security through exchanges of information and experience and analysis at 
workshops, symposia and other events. It holds a biennial conference and, at the regional level, operates 
through five regional committees. 

The Council collaborates with WHO through advocacy for WHO policies at its conferences and by 
disseminating information about WHO's work in its newsletter. It participated in the International Conference 
on Nutrition, and at the time of its last international conference held a workshop on health promotion. The 
Board may wish to recall its decision (EB89(20))1 expressing concern about the limited collaboration with 
the International Council on Social Welfare, and to note that collaboration is now satisfactory and that the 
potential for expansion of activities will be taken into consideration in the development of a future work plan. 

1 Handbook of resolutions and decisions of the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board’ Vol III, 3rd ed., 
p. 240. 
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Recommendations 

NGOs Nos 34 to 37 continued to play a significant role in helping to disseminate to a broad audience 
WHO policies and information about its work. Cooperative exchanges in the future are expected to follow 
the same lines. The Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations be 
maintained for a further three years with organizations Nos 34 to 37. 

Programme 7 - Research promotion and development, including research on health-
promoting behaviour 

The organizations reviewed under Nos 38 to 41 provide access to networks of scientific expertise in 
several areas of interest to WHO. 

38. INTERNATIONAL LIFE SCIENCES INSTITUTE 

Founded: 1978 Admitted: 1988 

The membership of the Institute includes more than 110 food, chemical and pharmaceutical companies 
and associations in Australia, Europe, Japan and North America. Activities cover sponsoring of scientific 
research on nutrition, health and food safety; organization and/or support of conferences, the proceedings 
and reports of which are published; and production of scientific monographs. The Institute also sponsors 
awards to promote the development of young scientists and outstanding research; and reviews, evaluates and 
comments on the current state of scientific knowledge in areas of interest. 

The Institute collaborated with WHO, including the International Agency for Research on Cancer, and 
with the ILO/WHO/UNEP International Programme on Chemical Safety, at the global, regional and national 
level. There were over 30 conferences, workshops and seminars in which the Institute and WHO 
collaborated. These ranged from conferences, some cosponsored by WHO, on current issues and future 
directions in breast cancer research, nutrition and physical activity to optimize performance and wellbeing; 
seminars on histopathology, inhalation toxicology, mutagenesis and toxicological evaluation of chemicals, etc. 
The Institute participated in the International Conference on Nutrition and has organized follow-up activities 
with WHO. It provided technical and financial support, including contributions to travel, organizational and 
publication costs, for a variety of consultations, including the following: fats and oils in human health, 
international classification of rodent tumours, pathology of tumours in laboratory animals; and the first 
national Philippine symposium on micronutrient malnutrition; and it supported an evaluation of micronutrient 
programmes in Ecuador. 

39. COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 

Founded: 1949 Admitted: 1949 

The membership of the Council (CIOMS) consists of international and national organizations of medical 
sciences and medical research councils and includes 72 international organizations and 30 national bodies. 
The objective of CIOMS is to collaborate with WHO, and all its activities are either joint projects or are 
developed and implemented in collaboration with WHO. They cover the following fields of interest: 
bioethics and health-policy ethics, international nomenclature of diseases, and drug development and use, and 
they include the convening of conferences and coordination of international medical congresses. 
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Joint activities are focused in three areas: bioethics and health policy ethics, the expansion and revision 
of the series "International Nomenclature of Diseases", and drug development and use (medical, social and 
economic implications). International conferences were held to revise and update guidelines on ethics and 
research on human subjects. Ethics and research on human subjects - international guidelines was 
subsequently published in 1993. Other conferences discussed trends in bioethics affecting vulnerable groups 
and the ethical aspects of using "disability-adjusted life years" as a basis for resource allocation. The 
conference on trends in bioethics, held in 1994，decided upon a "global agenda for bioethics", which is 
contained in the Declaration of Ixtapa. A colloquium on the future of medicine in the context of advances 
in natural and bio-engineering sciences and the future of public health in the context of the economic, 
sociocultural and behavioural environment was also held with WHO in 1994，and the proceedings will be 
published in 1995. The nomenclatures for diseases of the urinary tract and male genital system and the 
female genital system were published in 1992 and those for diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs 
are in preparation. Collaboration in periodic safety updates of drugs and core safety data sheets for medicinal 
drugs, and contribution to WHO'S Ethical Criteria for Medicinal Drug Promotion are examples of the many 
activities with WHO and other interested parties in connection with the development and use of drugs. 

40. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS 

Founded: 1919 Admitted: 1964 

This leading scientific NGO groups 20 international scientific unions and principal scientific academies, 
national research councils, and associations of institutions in 76 countries. The scientific unions cover a wide 
range of health interests including toxicology, water and food quality, physiology, biochemistry, bacteriology, 
pharmacology, virology and genetic experimentation. 

Formal relations between the Union and the global Advisory Committee on Health Research were 
established during the period under review. The Union is an important partner in mobilizing not only the 
medical, natural and engineering science communities but also the communities representing the social 
sciences and the humanities to address the broad perspectives of global health. 

41. INTERNATIONAL UNION OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

Founded: 1919 Admitted: 1974 

Academies of science, national research councils, national science associations or similar organizations 
form the membership of the International Union. Activities are carried out through 72 scientific sections and 
commissions which promote the study of biological sciences and facilitate research and other activities which 
require international cooperation. 

There were no joint activities during the period under review. At the time of the Union's last review 
the Board requested that efforts be made to revitalize collaboration (decision ЕВ89(20)У. The Union was 
informed of tiie Board's decision and encouraged to re-establish links with WHO. However, current areas 
of interest do not coincide. 

1 Handbook of resolutions and decisions of the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board, Vol. Ill, 3rd ed., 
p. 240. 
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Recommendations 

In general, cooperation and activities with NGOs Nos 38 to 40 advanced knowledge and debate in a 
number of areas of common interest, in particular toxicology and cancer, drug development and use, ethics 
and medical terminology. With the exception of the International Union of Biological Sciences (NGO No. 
41) work plans for the future have been developed. The Standing Committee may wish, therefore，to 
recommend that official relations be maintained for a further three years with organizations Nos 38 
to 40. 

Regarding NGO No. 41，currently there are no areas of common interest on which to base 
effective collaboration. The Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official 
relations with the International Union of Biological Sciences should be discontinued. 

Programme 8 - General health protection and promotion 

Nutrition, oral health and accident prevention fall under this programme, and organizations reviewed 
under Nos 42 to 46 collaborate mainly in support of activities in these fields. 

42. INTERNATIONAL UNION OF NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

Founded: 1946 Admitted: 1969 

Academies, national research councils and scientific groups in 57 countries make up the membership 
of the International Union. In addition to its quadrennial international congress, activities are carried out 
mainly through various committees. Those committees, closely related to the work of WHO, deal with 
nutrition in primary health care, vitamin A deficiency, nutritional anaemia and nutritional surveys and 
surveillance. 

During the period under review collaboration consisted of scientific exchanges based on a shared 
interest in a greater understanding of nutritional status and urbanization; growth and physical development; 
nutrition and cancer; nutritional significance of colostrum, nutrition and mental development; nutrition and 
the elderly; and nutritional leadership training. An important area for joint collaboration with national 
societies related to preparations for, and participation at, the International Conference on Nutrition, in the 
follow-up to which a joint conference took place in Australia, 1993, at which a variety of workshops on 
nutrition education, recommended dietary allowances, and consequences of vitamin deficiencies were held. 

43. INTERNATIONAL DENTAL FEDERATION 

Founded: 1900 Admitted: 1948 

The Federation has member associations in 82 countries. In addition to the international secretariat 
there are regional secretariats covering the Asian-Pacific, European and Latin American regions. Activities 
seek to further the progress of dentistry and encourage research in dental science; they are undertaken through 
its standing commissions on oral health, research and epidemiology, dental education and practice, dental 
products, and defence forces dental services, and through an annual world dental congress. 

Cooperation consists of joint preparation for annual meetings of chief dental officers at the Federation's 
world dental congresses, at which issues of common interest and concern are discussed. A joint working 
group on HIV/AIDS completed its work with the publication of a booklet on oral manifestations of 
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HIV/AIDS. In connection with World Health Day 1994 the Federation coordinated many activities providing 
opportunities for interaction between the public and the profession to promote oral health. Discussions were 
also held on matters relating to informatics and an "International Development Programme" for assistance in 
oral health in developing countries. 

44. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ACCIDENT AND TRAFFIC MEDICINE 

Founded: 1960 Admitted: 1970 

The Association brings together national associations and other interested organizations to advance, inter 
alia, the study and application of traffic medicine. Its primary functions are to support and develop 
mechanisms for prevention of traffic accidents and to educate people concerning the medical aspects of traffic 
safety. Its world congresses are held triennially and it publishes a scientific, peer-reviewed Journal of traffic 
medicine. Most of its activities are carried out at the local level by national societies. 

Cooperation between the Association and WHO is mainly in the planning and preparation for the world 
congresses which, during the period under review, were cosponsored by WHO. The congresses discuss 
various aspects of accident and injury prevention of interest to WHO and serve as a forum for the 
transmission of WHO policies. 

45. INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PARAPLEGIA 

Founded: 1961 Admitted: 1987 

The Society, with members in 72 countries, is concerned with the study of all problems concerning 
traumatic and non-traumatic afflictions of the spinal cord. Its main activity, through the holding of regular 
scientific meetings, is the collection and exchange of information relating to research on the treatment, 
rehabilitation and prevention of spinal cord injuries. Through its Swiss Interdevelopment Fund the Society 
has enabled doctors from developing countries to become members of the Society and participate in its work. 

The Society has research and epidemiology projects with WHO on spinal cord injuries. It cooperated, 
for example, in workshops on the prevention and management of neurotrauma, and there were joint seminars 
during the Society's annual scientific meetings in 1993 and 1994. It also contributed to the revision of the 
WHO International Classification of Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps. 

46. INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR BURN INJURIES 

Founded: 1965 Admitted: 1969 

The Society has individual members in 79 countries. Activities concern the study and care of burn 
injuries, including mass burns in catastrophes, and cover not only surgical problems but also epidemiology, 
prevention, rehabilitation, and education. 

The results of past and recent activities culminated in 1994 in a "Burn Guide Briefcase" containing 
guides to burn prevention and treatment, and establishing a registry and epidemiology. As in previous years, 
WHO presented its work on injury prevention at the Society's quadrennial congress in France in 1994. 
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Recommendations 

NGOs Nos 42 to 46 represent important groups of professionals whose contributions, especially to the 
International Conference on Nutrition, World Health Day 1994 and burn prevention and treatment, were 
greatly appreciated forming the basis of further collaboration. The Standing Committee may wish, 
therefore，to recommend that official relations be maintained for a further three years with 
organizations Nos 42 to 46. 

Programme 9 - Protection and promotion of the health of specific population groups 

Under the general heading of this programme, five programme areas deal with maternal and child 
health, including family planning, adolescent health, human reproduction research, workers' health, and health 
of the elderly. The organizations reviewed under Nos 47 to 56 collaborate mainly on issues related to 
programme 9.1, Maternal and child health, including family planning. 

47. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 

Founded: 1888 Admitted: 1981 

The Council groups national and local women's organizations in 75 countries, with regional bodies for 
North and South America, the Caribbean and Europe. Plans exist for similar regional bodies for Africa, Asia 
and the Pacific. Activities are planned by standing committees, several of which deal with health issues, and 
are carried out according to agreed three-year plans by the national organizations. At national level the 
Council supports a wide-ranging programme of small- and medium-scale development projects in some 25 
countries. It has also joined four other women's organizations in a cooperative programme to provide 
vocational training to women's groups in several countries. 

Collaborative activities included participation in the Ministerial Conference on Malaria and the 
International Conference on Nutrition, and their preparatory meetings. The Council's most important activity 
is its work to disseminate WHO policies, which its members are encouraged to further at national level. 
These have included sex education and HIV/AIDS information (how to prevent transmission); skin cancer; 
the role of fats and oils in human nutrition; sex education; food safety, etc. 

48. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR FAMILY LIFE PROMOTION 

Founded: 1974 Admitted: 1985 

The Federation has over 100 member organizations in 68 countries promoting the availability of natural 
family planning education and services. Its activities range from development projects for natural family 
planning to research and training, and it aims to increase the understanding and acceptance of natural family 
planning. 

Many of the activities with WHO are in progress and relate to participation in WHO's task force on 
methods of natural regulation of fertility, which serves as a forum for sharing research and analysis of field 
experience in natural family planning. The Federation contributed to the development of WHO's "family 
fertility learning package" which it continued to distribute through its national members, and it participated 
in the development and subsequent distribution of a teaching guide on breast-feeding. In 1994 a joint four-
year project to integrate natura! options in family planning programmes started in the Philippines and Kenya. 
In 1995 training and selective follow-up to support the development of natural family planning services in 
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certain European countries will begin. In addition, it is expected there will be cooperation relating to 
incorporating prevention of HIV/AIDs in the Federation's activities in the future. 

49. MEDICAL WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1919 Admitted: 1954 

The Association is composed of national associations in 70 countries. Inter alia, it stimulates, 
encourages and promotes the entry of women into the medical and allied sciences, seeks to solve the problems 
of medical women with small children and provides opportunities for medical women to meet and discuss 
problems of mutual interest, including international health. It provides fellowships or scholarships for study 
abroad to aid medical women, particularly from developing countries, to pursue their studies and participate 
in scientific assemblies, and has numerous worldwide projects. It holds a General Assembly every three 
years. 

The Association and WHO cooperated on a variety of activities ranging from training workshops for 
the provision of services relating to women's health, safe motherhood, and health education on AIDS to 
immunization projects. WHO participated in the Association's congresses and regional meetings at which, 
during the period under review, "Medical care in the aging society", "Abuse within the family" and the 
"Health of women and safe motherhood" were discussed. The Association also regularly disseminated news 
about WHO policies and activities through its biannual journal. 

50. MOTHER AND CHILD INTERNATIONAL1 

Founded: 1977 Admitted: 1986 

Associations in 33 countries comprise the membership of MCI. It promotes applied and basic research 
on human reproduction and on social and biological problems of maternal and neonatal health, supports 
teaching programmes and promotes innovative projects to prevent maternal and neonatal mortality and 
morbidity by organizing antenatal, delivery and neonatal care services. It is also active in training traditional 
birth attendants. 

MCI takes part in the joint WHO/International Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics2 task force 
and other technical meetings dealing with diarrhoeal and respiratory diseases, etc., and continued regular 
distribution of WHO publications to its members. WHO participated in MCI's first Pan African international 
conference on maternal and child health and its fifth international congress (Bangladesh, November 1994)， 
at which WHO introduced its "mother/baby package". 

51. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN 

Founded: 1930 Admitted: 1991 

The Federation's objectives are, inter alia, to encourage women and girls to acquire education and use 
their occupational capacities and intelligence to their own and others' advantage and to work for equal 
opportunities and status for women in economic, civil and political life in all countries, as well as for the 

1 Known until August 1990 as International Association for Maternal and Neonatal Health. 
2 An NGO in official relations. 

25 



EB95/NGO/WP/1 

removal of discrimination. The Federation has national associations in 67 countries. It also collects and 
presents the views of business and professional women to world organizations and agencies. Besides 
congresses, seminars and workshops at the international and regional level, it carries out projects and 
programmes at the regional and national level with particular emphasis on education and training, employment 
and health, especially as they relate to women. Of interest to WHO is its Health Committee, established in 
order to help achieve health for all by the year 2000. 

The Federation is a strong advocate of WHO, its work and policies, and to that end it regularly 
disseminates to its members information which guides their activities at national level. During the period 
under review the Federation focused its attention on women, environment and development, incorporating 
in its various community projects community education and awareness about, e.g., toxic waste, access to 
healthy water supplies, accidents in the home, and child nutrition. In its forthcoming work period 
(1994-1996) the Federation will concentrate on activities relating to breast-feeding, transplant of human 
organs, violence against women, and HIV/AIDS and women. 

52. SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND (UK) 

Founded: 1919 Admitted: 1985 

The Fund is not an organization with individual or collective members. Long-term health and nutrition 
schemes form the major part of its overseas activities in over 50 countries. The schemes are intended to meet 
children's basic needs at a cost which their communities can afford and which will eventually be taken over 
by the government. The Fund is increasing its advocacy role on behalf of children. 

The Fund and WHO collaborate extensively at the international and national levels in connection with 
immunization, strengthening of primary health care, and nutrition and emergencies. The Fund is also an 
observer on the Global Programme on AIDS' Management Committee. Discussions between the Fund, its 
sister organization in Australia and the Regional Office for the Western Pacific resulted in a variety of 
primary health care activities in Fiji, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Viet Nam. Many of the activities are 
continuing, and further cooperation, particularly intensified cooperation with countries, is planned for the 
future. 

53. INTERNATIONAL PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1912 Admitted: 1951 

The Association has 108 member societies and 16 affiliates. Activities have emphasized growth 
monitoring, oral rehydration, breast-feeding and immunization in addition to maternal and child health and 
nutrition. Its 35 expert advisory panels collectively or individually prepare state-of-the-art reports in their 
areas of specialty. It promotes activities at country level to implement various action plans connected with 
the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 

Collaboration is ensured through regular meetings of a joint task force with WHO and UNICEF. 
Activities focused on support to national workshops on a wide variety of issues: mobilizing resources for 
better maternal and child health, the health problems of the adolescent, tropical paediatrics, curriculum 
changes, etc., and regional and global workshops on child labour and on evaluation of the World Summit on 
Children's mid-decade goals, as well as the international congresses of paediatrics. The latter resulted in 
statements such as the Dakar Declaration and the Ankara affirmation of support for the Baby-friendly Hospital 
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Initiative. WHO cooperates in the publication of the quarterly journal International child health: a current 
digest of information. 

54. INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF MIDWIVES 

Founded: 1922 Admitted: 1957 

Membership consists of national associations in 42 countries. Activities are aimed at advancing 
education in midwifery as a means of improving the standard of care provided to mothers and babies and the 
family. The ICM Action Statement, which specifies changes in midwifery education, legislation and research, 
directs some of its activities. 

Collaboration with WHO headquarters and regional offices was extensive. WHO and the Confederation 
worked closely in the development of activities of mutual interest: for example, the Confederation completed 
a report in 1992 on national activities in the African Region to consolidate local "safe motherhood" action; 
a similar process for the South-East Asia countries was begun with the WHO Regional Office in 1992. 
Several workshops were held on midwifery practice, reduction of maternal deaths and disabilities, etc. The 
Confederation participated in meetings of the WHO group on nursing management information systems, the 
global multidiscipiinary advisory group on nursing and midwifery, a WHO study group on nursing beyond 
the year 2000，etc. Many activities are continuing, and others have been planned. 

55. INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL DIETARY FOODS INDUSTmES1 

Founded: 1965 Admitted: 1987 

This organization seeks to develop consensus on basic policies for the industry, to promote high ethical 
standards for marketing and to collect and disseminate information about foods that are processed or 
formulated to satisfy particular dietary requirements related to a given physical or physiological condition, 
disease or disorder. 

This NGO maintains collaboration with WHO in connection with the work of a FAO/WHO Codex 
Alimentarius committee dealing with the establishment of standards for foods for special dietary uses, and 
in ensuring that the marketing practices of its members are compatible with the International Code of 
Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes and that WHO recommendations regarding free and low-cost supplies 
of infant formula are implemented. The latter commitment takes the form of regular discussions with WHO 
at the global and national levels, and related activities, such as the promotion of high ethical standards for 
the marketing of infant feeding products, which includes obtaining the commitment of industry. The 
monitoring of complaints is facilitated by WHO technical support on the one hand and information-sharing 
with WHO on the other. Activities also included contribution to and participation in the International 
Conference on Nutrition and to a related working group on specific micronutrient deficiencies, and 
contribution to WHO's work for the identification of the special nutritional needs of the elderly. During the 
period under review, the NGO and WHO collaborated in connection with safe, nutritious and affordable 
weaning foods and the establishment of a mechanism to permit regular exchanges with UNICEF on matters 
related to infant nutrition. 

1 Until March 1988 International Society of Dietetic including all Infant and Young Children Food Industries. 
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56.丨INTERNATIONAL UNION OF FAMILY ORGANIZATIONS 

Founded: 1947 Admitted: 1990 

The Union has national members in over 60 countries who share the same objective of working to 
improve the well-being of families by establishing links between all interested organizations throughout the 
world. Its main activities are the holding of international study days, conferences and congresses at the 
national, regional and international level to identify the main economic, social and psychological problems 
affecting the future of families. At the national level it participates in health education projects relating, for 
example, to child HIV/AIDS, care of the elderly in the family, etc. 

Collaboration was limited during the period under review owing to changes in the Union and WHO. 
However, contacts have been re-established and it is expected that propositions for new collaborative projects 
will be developed at a meeting between the Union and WHO to take place in December 1994. 

Recommendations 

Collaboration with NGO Nos 47 to 55 has, on the one hand, extended WHO's outreach to groups active 
at the national level and in a position to incorporate WHO policies and training materials, to many of which 
they have contributed, in their work and, on the other, provided another link in the chain of WHO's advocacy 
partners with a special interest in the health of women and their families. Their future support for activities 
relating to improving the health of the child and mother is largely assured. The Standing Committee may 
wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations be maintained for a further three years with 
organizations Nos 47 to 55. 

Regarding NGO No. 56，in consideration of the possibilities for renewing collaboration the 
Standing Committee may wish to recommend that the Union be maintained in official relations. 

Programme 9.2 (Adolescent health) 

Organizations reviewed under Nos 57 to 59 collaborate mainly on issues related to programme 9.2， 
Adolescent health. 

57. WORLD ASSEMBLY OF YOUTH 

Founded: 1949 Admitted: 1988 

National youth councils in 84 countries form the membership of the Assembly. It promotes youth 
participation in social, political，cultural and development activities, and is active in health development at 
the community level in such areas as - to name only some of the most important - family life education, 
adolescent health, drug abuse, environment, and leprosy control. 

The Assembly's main collaboration is in connection with a continuing study to test interventions by 
rural youth groups for the purpose of increasing food consumption and building iron reserves among young 
women. It has also supported participants from East African countries in a WHO adolescent health workshop 
on reproductive health and helped with WHO contributions to the International Conference on Population and 
Development. 
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58. WORLD ASSOCIATION OF GIRL GUIDES AND GIRL SCOUTS 

Founded: 1910 Admitted: 1989 

The Association has member organizations in 118 countries. In order to promote the physical, social 
and mental health of girls and young women it undertakes development activities which relate to family life 
education, health care, nutrition and food production, environmental conservation, rehabilitation and 
integration of the disabled, human settlements, literacy, vocational and rural development training, and 
women's training for participation in society. 

Joint activities consisted of providing technical assistance for the development of the Association's 
publications on AIDS and on food and nutrition which form part of a series of "Community Development" 
booklets; participation in a youth consultation cosponsored with WHO, to exchange news and share 
experiences relating to population and development and in a WHO workshop on sexual and reproductive 
health in youth; and exploring the resources needed by youth NGOs to develop programmes for sexual and 
reproductive health. Through its newsletters and certain health-related activities the Association serves as an 
important advocate for WHO, its work and its policies. 

59. WORLD ORGANIZATION OF THE SCOUT MOVEMENT 

Founded: 1922 Admitted: 1987 

Scout associations in 121 countries form the membership of the World Organization, which assists its 
membership through technical and financial support for training courses, community development seminars, 
publications and funding of field projects. The main development activities are in health care, food 
production, nutrition, human settlements, literacy, vocational and rural development training, environment and 
water supply, and rehabilitation and integration of the handicapped. It also has a worldwide programme to 
promote child health. 

This organization has been working with WHO on a variety of projects, among them a "youth for 
youth" initiative with six other NGOs, coordinated by the International Planned Parenthood Federation.1 It 
is also working to strengthen and develop sexual and reproductive health programmes for the young with 
WHO and with other youth NGOs. This included meetings at the national, regional and headquarters level 
and resulted in a WHO publication on "Narrative Research on Adolescent Reproductive Health" which has 
stimulated a great number of national-level activities. The World Organization, with the technical support 
of WHO, was the lead NGO in organizing a youth consultation as a contribution to the International 
Conference on Population and Development. The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean participated 
in a regional workshop on health and environment bringing together Scout leaders from the Middle East and 
in a workshop on HIV/AIDS for French-speaking countries in central Africa with national AIDS committees. 
The workshop was held to train youth leaders in understanding HIV/AIDS and to plan activities for 
information, motivation and education. WHO also provided assistance in the production of training kits on 
leprosy. Most of these activities have led to the initiation of projects for the future. 

Recommendations 

Collaboration with the group of NGOs Nos 57 to 59 is an effective mechanism for encouraging an 
active interest on the part of adolescents in developing a health-enhancing approach to their lives. 

1 See NGO No. 63. 
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Collaboration is increasing and, indeed, gaining momentum. The Standing Committee may wish, 
therefore，to recommend that official relations be maintained for a further three years with 
organizations Nos 57 to 59. 

Programme 9.3 (Human reproduction research) 

Organizations reviewed under Nos 60 to 63 collaborate mainly with programme 9.3, Human 
reproduction research. 

60. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF FERTILITY SOCIETIES 

Founded: 1951 Admitted: 1958 

The Federation is composed of national fertility societies from 40 countries. It studies the problems 
of fertility and sterility and stimulates scientific investigation and social awareness of these problems. It 
works to standardize nomenclature, terminology, tests and evaluation of diagnostic methods and therapy for 
these fields of interest. 

Technical and information exchanges between the Federation and WHO are regular and continuous. 
WHO cosponsors the Federation's triennial congresses, the most recent of which took place in Venezuela in 
1992. These occasions provide WHO with a valuable opportunity to inform the international scientific 
community of the completed and current research sponsored by WHO, as well as promote related WHO 
policies, for example, family planning and maternal and child health. 

61. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS 

Founded: 1954 Admitted: 1956 

National societies in 86 countries make up the membership of the International Federation of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics. Activities are carried out through working groups and standing committees in 
the following areas: gynaecological oncology, safe motherhood, perinatal mortality and morbidity, education, 
study of the female breast, ethical aspects of human reproduction, and new technology in gynaecology and 
obstetrics. A WHO/Federation task force on the promotion of maternal and child health, including family 
planning, in primary health care monitors and coordinates activities of common interest. 

Extensive collaboration was maintained. The Federation assisted in the review of WHO documents on, 
for example, abortion care, emergency treatment of complications of abortion, guidelines concerning the main 
health and socioeconomic circumstances in which infants have to be fed on breast-milk substitutes, and 
revision of the breast-feeding content of medical textbooks. It is active in consultations relating to the 
revision of appropriate sections of the International Classification of Diseases, and has held joint workshops 
with WHO on the introduction of the WHO guidelines on contraceptive method mix, population and human 
rights, and the role of the obstetrician/gynaecologist. The Federation has continuing activities with WHO to 
promote and support maternal and child health and family planning elements of primary health care at 
national levels. At a recent (September 1994) meeting of the joint WHO/Federation task force discussions 
on female genital mutilation were initiated. 
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62. INTERNATIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD FEDERATION 

Founded: 1952 Admitted: 1966 

The Federation brings together national associations in 133 countries. It works, inter alia, to promote 
the concept of the planned family and to provide family planning services on the widest possible scale in a 
manner which supplements and complements governmental and other programmes. Activities are undertaken 
to improve family planning techniques and services, including integration of such services into maternal and 
child health facilities, and stimulate scientific research in the biological and sociological implications of 
human fertility and its regulation. It has a Members' Assembly every three years and its Central Council 
meets annually. The Federation has several regular publications including a bi-monthly medical bulletin. 

Activities between the Federation and WHO are numerous, and many are continuing in nature. The 
following are examples of the breadth and extent of cooperation. The Federation was actively involved in 
the development of WHO guidelines on contraceptive method mix and it took part in consultations to review 
scientific data and formulate recommendations on once-a-month injectables and to review and update 
contraindications for hormonal contraceptives and IUDs. Examples of collaboration at the regional and 
national levels included its participation in joint needs assessment missions in Tajikistan and Moldova, while 
it continued to coordinate a project supporting the exchange of literature and expertise in eastern Europe and 
the Newly Independent States of the former USSR. A joint workshop for scientists and journalists was 
scheduled to take place in December 1994 on family planning with the Regional Office for South-East Asia. 
With the Regional Office for the Americas the Federation participated in a regional symposium on family 
planning, the follow-up to which has led to a variety of workshops and meetings. WHO participates in its 
"youth for youth" project to promote adolescent reproductive health through NGO collaboration. The 
Federation is also a member of the interagency group on safe motherhood and better health through family 
planning. 

63. THE POPULATION COUNCIL 

Founded: 1952 Admitted: 1973 

The Council has no member associations but operates through an internationally representative Board 
of Trustees with four regional offices and field staff working in cooperation with local government, health 
and educational institutions. Activities relate to multidisciplinary research and provision of technical and 
professional services in the field of population in general. 

The Council's Research Division assisted in the monitoring of projects in Africa and contributed to the 
setting of research objectives in WHO's Task Force for Social Science Research on Reproductive Health. 
The Council also maintained its assistance in the post-marketing surveillance of the contraceptive device 
Norplant. It participated in a series of over 25 consultations dealing, inter alia，with the development of 
breast-feeding indicators, clinical guidelines for safer abortion services, effective approaches to AIDS 
prevention, vaccines for fertility regulation, and the development of microbicides. It prepared a paper for a 
WHO meeting on health-system research in leprosy, and participates in a WHO task force on the introduction 
and transfer of technologies for fertility regulation. The Council is a cosponsor of WHO's current safe-
motherhood initiative and participates in related activities. It is active at the regional and national level in 
such joint activities as national workshops on contraceptive methods and assistance in multicentre trials of 
IUDs; it also contributed to a WHO/Sechuan Research Institute symposium at which it presented a paper on 
ectopic pregnancy. 
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Recommendations 

NGOs Nos 60 to 63 constitute an important group of organizations with well-established links and 
common objectives with WHO. Their contributions to and dissemination of findings from WHO's 
reproductive health research, and their involvement in the application of those findings in policies and 
practices for reproductive health services, including family planning, are highly appreciated. The Standing 
Committee may wish, therefore，to recommend that official relations be maintained for a further three 
years with organizations Nos 60 to 63. 

Programme 9.4 (Workers' health) 

Organizations reviewed under Nos 64 to 67 contribute to programme 

64. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL 
HEALTH 

Founded: 1961 Admitted: 1971 

Membership consists of individuals or entities in 37 countries. The Association's activities take the 
form of triennial international congresses and regional symposia which study all problems of agricultural 
medicine with a view to preventing detrimental effects arising out of conditions of work. 

The Association's activities with WHO are undertaken within the context of its regional and 
international congresses, which during the period under review have dealt with ways to strengthen integration 
of preventive and curative services, with an effective referral system from the grass-roots upwards, with health 
hazards in farm work, and with the debate on pests or pesticides. During 1993 it started a movement for 
"Healthy Villages" for which WHO is providing technical input, and topics for several future workshops have 
already been determined. 

65. INTERNATIONAL ERGONOMICS ASSOCIATION 

Founded: 1961 Admitted: 1972 

The Association brings together national members and individuals from over 40 countries to promote 
knowledge and the practice of ergonomics on an international basis, to cooperate with international 
associations in encouraging the practice of ergonomics in industry and other areas, and to promote scientific 
research. It organizes a triennial congress and other meetings. Research is promoted on such topics as office 
automation, work design, ergonomics in developing countries, job evaluation, and medical aspects of modern 
office jobs. It produces a quarterly publication on ergonomics. 

WHO cosponsored the Association's international congress on the theme "Paths to productive ageing" 
(October 1994). Owing to lack of resources projects on repetitive motion injuries and assistance in the 
expansion of the network of WHO collaborating centres on ergonomics were postponed. 

9.4, Workers' health. 

MEDICINE AND RURAL 
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66. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF CHEMICAL, ENERGY AND GENERAL 
WORKERS' UNIONS 

Founded: 1907 Admitted: 1982 

The Federation is composed of 200 affiliated trade unions in 72 countries. It has regional offices in 
Tokyo, Rio de Janeiro and Jakarta, and has a North American Coordinating Committee. Of most concern 
to WHO are its activities in the collection and dissemination of information, research on occupational health 
and safety, and provision of assistance for training programmes, especially in newly industrialized and 
developing countries. 

The Federation continued its long-standing collaboration with WHO in two fields of mutual interest, 
occupational health and chemical safety, regularly participating in technical meetings on both topics during 
the period under review. Of particular note are its contributions to the International Conference on Chemical 
Safety (Stockholm, April 1994) and to the WHO consultation on hazard prevention and control in the work 
environment (September 1994). Steps were taken to increase contacts with the WHO Regional Offices for 
the Americas and Europe and the Federation has expressed an interest in collaborating with WHO on 
questions relating to sustainable water management. 

67. INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 

Founded: 1906 Admitted: 1961 

Membership consists of individuals, professional or scientific organizations and industry groups in 78 
countries. Activities are carried out through triennial international congresses ánd 23 scientific committees 
dealing with various aspects of occupational health. 

The Commission is a regular participant in and contributor to WHO meetings relating to occupational 
health, and it also participated in WHO consultations on chemical safety. Notable joint activities were the 
publication of an international directory on occupational health databases and cooperation in preparations for 
a seminar on occupational health for developing countries and a corresponding handbook. These will lead 
to further joint activities in addition to continuing exchanges and plans for other symposia. The Regional 
Office for Europe maintains contact with the Commission and has discussed plans for future collaboration. 

Recommendations 

Within the limits of available resources NGOs Nos 64 to 67 are addressing the occupational health 
problems of specific groups, namely agricultural and chemical workers, and in the case of No. 67 handling 
a wide range of issues relating to general research and training and occupational health practice. It is 
expected that future collaboration will continue along the same lines. The Standing Committee may wish, 
therefore, to recommend that official relations be maintained for a further three years with 
organizations Nos 64 to 67. 

Programme 9.5 (Health of the elderly) 

Organizations Nos 68 and 69 contribute to programme 9.5，Health of the elderly. 
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68. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION ON AGEING 

Founded: 1973 Admitted: 1984 

The International Federation on Ageing is composed of 100 national associations in 50 countries which 
seek to promote the well-being of elderly people throughout the world by providing a forum for discussing 
issues and problems associated with growing old and for exchanging information and experience among 
associations representing older people and individuals working with them. Activities include symposia and 
workshops, a skills exchange programme, and an international network on legal issues affecting the elderly. 

During 1992 collaboration between the Federation and WHO consisted in regular exchanges on a variety 
of issues relating to the health of the elderly, including human rights and women's issues. Changing 
programme circumstances, however, led to a diminution in these exchanges. However, the Federation is an 
important ally with which relations will be re-cemented once the Health of the Elderly Programme has new 
permanent leadership. 

69. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON JEWISH SOCIAL AND WELFARE SERVICES 

Founded: 1961 Admitted: 1964 

The International Council groups a number of social and welfare agencies which have active 
programmes throughout the world. Among its recent activities have been the establishment of a medical 
programme for 20 000 displaced people in Ethiopia; cooperation with local governments in eastern Europe 
in such projects as feeding programmes for the aged, provision of health care services and training; provision 
of health clinics in certain North African countries; and, in general, organization of seminars and conferences 
on aging and related health issues. 

At the time of the last review the Council and WHO had strong collaborative links in the field of health 
of the elderly with the Regional Office for the Americas, Plans for continuing cooperation did not come to 
fruition during the period under review, and exchanges during 1992 did not result in die identification of areas 
for mutually beneficial collaboration. 

Recommendations 

Collaboration with NGO No. 68 during the period under review was constrained because of a lack of 
permanent leadership in the WHO programme concerned. However, the NGO maintained the practice of 
information exchange, albeit limited, on matters affecting the health of the elderly. The Standing Committee 
may wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations be maintained with the International 
Federation on Ageing for a further year to permit the development of a work plan. 

Regarding NGO No. 69，with which past discussions did not result in the identification of areas 
suitable for joint action, the Standing Committee may wish to recommend that official relations be 
discontinued. 

Extraordinary review of two other organizations 

At its meeting in January 1994 the Executive Board noted the limited collaboration between WHO and 
the International Association for the Study of the Liver and the World Rehabilitation Fund. It consequently 
decided (decision EB93(18)), to maintain official relations for a period of one year to allow for the 
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elaboration of plans for collaborative activities between the organizations and WHO. The following 
paragraphs report on the results of efforts to develop work plans. 

70. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF THE LIVER 

Founded: 1958 Admitted: 1979 

The Association's objectives are to bring together all research workers in the field of liver disease and 
to organize international study groups and information exchange. It also works to promote training and 
encourage basic and clinical research and the prevention, recognition and treatment of diseases of the liver 
and biliary tract. Its Assembly meets every two years. Councillors represent the membership of the African, 
Asian, European, Latin American and North American regions of the Association together with its Asia-
Pacific Association and Pan-African Association. 

Discussions between the Association and WHO were not able to identify areas of mutual interest in 
which productive activities could be undertaken. 

71. WORLD REHABILITATION FUND 

Founded: 1955 Admitted 1984 

The Fund works to improve the quality of life of any person with an impairment, especially people in 
developing countries, through the provision of community-based rehabilitation programmes. In order to 
achieve this objective it seeks to increase the supply of trained rehabilitation personnel in developing countries 
through training programmes and the provision of necessary equipment and supplies. It also provides 
continuing education programmes and self-teaching devices for health workers and the general public. The 
Fund is not a "membership" organization but is governed by a Board of Directors, an Executive Committee 
and several working committees. 

Exchanges between the Fund and WHO did not lead to the identification of areas of common interest 
in which productive activities could be undertaken. 

The Standing Committee may wish, therefore, to recommend that official relations with the 
International Association for the Study of the Liver and the World Rehabilitation Fund be 
discontinued. 
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ANNEX 

LIST OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL 
RELATIONS WITH WHO AS AT NOVEMBER 1994 

arranged in accordance with the classified list of programmes of 
the Eighth General Programme of Work 

DIRECTION, COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT 

2.4 External coordination for health and social development 

International Organization of Consumers Unions 
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
OXFAM 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
International Committee of the Red Cross 

2.6 Informatics management 

International Medical Informatics Association 
International Federation for Information Processing 

HEALTH SYSTEM INFRASTRUCTURE 

3. Health system development 

3.1 Health situation and trend assessment 

International Air Transport Association 
International Epidemiological Association 
International Federation of Health Records Organizations 
International Organization for Standardization 

3.4 Health legislation 

International Academy of Legal Medicine1 

4. Organization of health systems based on primary health care 

International Sociological Association 
Commonwealth Medical Association 
International Federation of Hospital Engineering 

1 Previously known as International Academy of Legal Medicine and Social Medicine. 
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International Union of Architects 
International Hospital Federation 
African Medical and Research Foundation International 
Aga Khan Foundation 
CMC-Churches' Action for Health1 

Medicus Mundi Internationalis (International Organization for Cooperation in Health Care) 
World Vision International 
World Federation of Public Health Associations 
World Association of the Major Metropolises 

5. Development of human resources for health 

International College of Surgeons 
International Federation of Surgical Colleges 
International Society of Surgery2 

International Council of Nurses 
International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico-Social Assistants 
International Federation of Medical Students' Associations 
Network of Community-Oriented Educational Institutions for Health Sciences 
World Federation for Medical Education 
World Organization of Family Doctors3 

International Federation for Preventive and Social Medicine 
International Conference of Deans of the French-Language Faculties of Medicine 
World Medical Association4 

6. Public information and education for health 

National Council for International Health 
World Federation of United Nations Associations 
International Union for Health Promotion and Education 
International Council on Social Welfare 

HEALTH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - HEALTH PROMOTION AND CARE 

7. Research promotion and development, including research on health-promoting 
behaviour 

International Life Sciences Institute 
Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences 
International Council of Scientific Unions 
International Union of Biological Sciences 

1 Previously known as Christian Medical Commission. 
2 Admitted into official relations 1994. ' 
3 Also known as World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic Associations of General 

Practitioners/Family Physicians. 
4 Readmitted into official relations 1994. 
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8. General health protection and promotion 

8.1 Nutrition 

International Union of Nutritional Sciences 
International Lactation Consultant Association 
La Leche League International 
International Council for Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders1 

8.2 Oral health 

International Dental Federation 

8.3 Accident prevention 

International Association for Accident and Traffic Medicine 
International Medical Society of Paraplegia 
International Society for Burn Injuries 

9. Protection and promotion of the health of specific population groups 

9.1 Maternal and child health, including family planning 

International Council of Women 
International Federation for Family Life Promotion 
Medical Women's International Association 
Mother and Child International 
International Federation of Business and Professional Women 
Save the Children Fund (United Kingdom) 
International Pediatric Association 
International Confederation of Midwives 
International Special Dietary Foods Industries 
International Union of Family Organizations 
Soroptimist International 
International Alliance of Women 

9.2 Adolescent health 

World Assembly of Youth 
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 
World Organization of the Scout Movement 
International Association for Adolescent Health 

9.3 Human reproduction research 

International Federation of Fertility Societies 
International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics 
International Planned Parenthood Federation 
The Population Council 

1 Admitted into official relations 1994. 
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9.4 Workers' health 

International Association of Agricultural Medicine and Rural Health 
International Ergonomics Association 
International Federation of Chemical, Energy and General Workers' Unions 
International Commission on Occupational Health 
International Occupational Hygiene Association1 

9.5 Health of the elderly 

International Federation on Ageing 
International Council on Jewish Social and Welfare Services 

10. Protection and promotion of mental health 

Commonwealth Association for Mental Handicap and Developmental Disabilities 
International Association for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied Professions 
International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development 
Joint Commission on International Aspects of Mental Retardation 
World Federation for Mental Health 
World Federation of Neurology 
World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies 
Collegium Internationale Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum 
International Association for Suicide Prevention 
World Association for Psychosocial Rehabilitation 
World Psychiatric Association 
International Federation of Multiple Sclerosis Societies 
International League against Epilepsy 
International Bureau for Epilepsy 
International Council on Alcohol and Addictions 
International Society for Biomedical Research on Alcoholism 

11. Promotion of environmental health 

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 
International Astronautical Federation 
Inter-American Association of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering 
International Water Supply Association 
International Federation for Housing and Planning 
International Solid Wastes and Public Cleansing Association 
International Union of Local Authorities 
International Association on Water Quality 
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
World Federation of Associations of Poisons Centres and Clinical Toxicology Centres 
International Union of Toxicology 
Industry Council for Development 
International Society of Biometeorology 
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12. Diagnostic, therapeutic and rehabilitative technology 

World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists 
International Association of Medical Laboratory Technologists 
International Council for Standardization in Haematology 
International Society of Blood Transfusion 
International Society of Hematology 
World Federation of Hemophilia 
International Federation for Medical and Biological Engineering 
International Federation of Clinical Chemistry 
International Council for Laboratory Animal Science 
International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Associations 
International Union of Pharmacology 
International League of Dermatological Societies 
Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association 
International Pharmaceutical Federation 
World Federation of Proprietary Medicine Manufacturers 

12.1 Clinical, laboratory and radiological technology for health systems based on primary health care 

International Electrotechnical Commission 
International Commission on Radiation Units and Measurements 
International Society of Radiographers and Radiological Technologists 
International Society of Radiology 
World Federation of Nuclear Medicine and Biology 
International Radiation Protection Association 
International Commission on Non-ionizing Radiation Protection1 

International Commission on Radiological Protection 
International Society of Orthopaedic Surgery and Traumatology 
World Association of Societies of (Anatomic and Clinical) Pathology 
International Union of Immunological Societies 
International Union of Microbiological Societies 

12.5 Rehabilitation 

International Federation of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Rehabilitation International 
World Confederation for Physical Therapy 
World Federation of the Deaf 
World Federation of Occupational Therapists 
World Veterans Federation 
World Rehabilitation Fund 
International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics 
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13. Disease prevention and control 

Rotary International 
International Group of National Associations of Manufacturers of Agrochemical Products 
World Federation of Parasitologists 
Association of the Institutes and Schools of Tropical Medicine in Europe 
International Society of Chemotherapy 
International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 
International Leprosy Union 
International Leprosy Association 
International Association of Hydatid Disease 
International Society for Human and Animal Mycology 
World Veterinary Association 
International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses 
International Association of Lions Clubs 
Christoffel-Blindenmission 
Helen Keller International, Incorporated 
International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 
International Eye Foundation 
International Federation of Ophthalmological Societies 
International Organization against Trachoma 
World Blind Union 
The Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind (Sight Savers) 
International Association of Logopedics and Phoniatrics 
International Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies 
International Academy of Pathology 
International Association for the Study of Pain 
International Council of Societies of Pathology 
International Union against Cancer 
International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care 
International Society for Preventive Oncology1 

International Consultation on Urological Diseases1 

International Association of Cancer Registries 
International Federation of Sports Medicine 
International Society and Federation of Cardiology 
World Hypertension League 
International Federation of Hydrotherapy and Climatotherapy 
International Cystic Fibrosis (Mucoviscidosis) Association 
International Clearinghouse for Birth Defects Monitoring Systems 
International Association for the Study of the Liver 
International Diabetes Federation 
International League of Associations for Rheumatology 
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