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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices affecting the Health of Women and Children 

Comité Inter-Africain sur les Pratiques traditionnelles ayant Effet sur la Santé des Femmes et des 
Enfants 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

Headquarters: c/o Economic Commission for Africa/ATRCW 
P.O. Box 3001 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 

Mrs B. Ras-Work 
President 
IAC Liaison Office 
147 rue de Lausanne 
CH - 1202 Geneva 

Tel: 0041 22 731 2420/732 0821 
Fax: 0041 22 738 1823 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

Initiate and carry out programmes for combating traditional practices that are harmful to the health of 
women and children. 

. . . . • . » • . � . -

Protect and improve practices that are found to be beneficial. 

1 Based on questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 18 July 1994. • • . . . • • • • ‘ . . 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 
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4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

Workshops, seminars, other training activities, information and sensitization campaigns, research and 
surveys on various aspects of traditional practices and their influence on the health of women and children 
are conducted by national affiliates and other partners. The main target groups are: grassroots-level women 
and men in rural areas, community leaders, community health and social workers, traditional birth attendants 
and healers, student/youth organizations, as well as policy-makers and government officials concerned with 
the health of women and children. 

In support of the above-mentioned activities it produces and distributes a wide variety of multi-media 
training modules and educational materials, among them an anatomical model of the lower part of the female 
body with removable parts used to demonstrate, for example, a normal delivery and that of an infibulated or 
severely excised woman; flanrielgraphs containing five folders with schematic designs to be stuck on a piece 
of flannel for group teaching based on a small manual in each folder, and simple viewers with a set of slides 
to be shown in connection with the flannelgraphs. The slides are made from realistic representations of 
infibulation, keloid, incision at delivery, delivery by pulling out the child and child injured at birth. It has 
also produced a video on "Beliefs and Misbeliefs"，explaining the dangers of female genital mutilation (FMG) 
and showing the activities of the applicant in Africa, and another on "Early Childhood Marriage". 

The applicant has long-standing mutually supportive relations with UNICEF, UNFPA, UNHCR and 
the United Nations Centre for Human Rights. It also works closely with over 30 other international 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). In some cases, e.g., with UNICEF and the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (in official relations), cooperation also extends to regional and 
national activities. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

All the activities mentioned above have but one ultimate aim, to promote the health of women and 
children. Through its work the applicant furthers the work of WHO by supporting the achievement of the 
various goals set not only for the cessation of harmful traditional practices but also for safe motherhood, child 
survival, adolescent fertility, nutrition, health for all by the year 2000 and HIV/AIDS, which all form part 
of the General Programme of Work of WHO. In addition the applicant is concerned with the application of 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as human rights in general but with special emphasis on 
those of women and children. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

There are two aspects to the joint collaboration between the applicant and WHO. At the global level 
it relates to technical support, and participation in each other's meetings and regular information exchange 
throughout the year. The applicant was extensively consulted and its material and experience was drawn upon 
in preparing the WHO information kit on female genital mutilation; and it participated in the Health 
Assembly briefing session on this subject in May 1994. It was also an important source for WHO when 
information was being collected about harmful traditional practices for the report of the Director-General on 
maternal and child health and family planning in 1994. It has also supplied material on traditional practices 
for display at WHO meetings and, most recently, at the International Conference on Population and 
Development, Cairo 1994. At the national level WHO facilitated a research project, undertaken by the 
applicant's Ethiopian member, on the possible link between traditional practices and the spread of HIV/AIDS, 
and a second project, undertaken by its members in Djibouti and Sierra Leone, on the choice and use of 
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contraceptives by young girls and women who have been submitted to FGM, particularly infibulation. The 
research was completed earlier in 1994. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 
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The Division of Family Health anticipates that the applicant will play an important part in the 
monitoring and training activities to be established by virtue of resolution WHA47.10 on "Maternal and child 
health and family planning: traditional practices harmful to the health of women and children", and in the 
work of the WHO/NGO task force on traditional practices. In addition, the applicant will help draw the 
attention of African governments to the contents of resolutions WHA46.18 and WHA47.10, which refer to 
harmful traditional practices, and promote legislation and other measures at the national level to eliminate 
such practices. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b> Has ； the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

,No , : 

8. History of the applicant 

The applicant was created at a seminar on traditional practices sponsored, inter alia, by the Government 
of Senegal and WHO, and held in Dakar in 1984. In 1986 the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa and the applicant signed a protocol of agreement on cooperation and assistance, and in 1990 the 
headquarters in Addis Ababa was inaugurated. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

There are national committees in the following countries (membership numbers not provided): 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania. 

(b) Do member/affiliated applicants pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 

3 
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(с) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

The bye-laws permit groups/sections outside Africa and working among African immigrants to become 
members. There is one such group. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

United Nations Economic and Social Council (Consultative Status II) 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
Organization of African Unity 

11- Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

None. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

The General Assembly, composed of representatives of each national committee, is the supreme policy-
making body. 

An Executive Board, composed of a President, Vice-President, Secretary-General, Treasurer and such 
co-opted members as are deemed necessary by the General Assembly and, ex officio, the past President, is 
charged with, inter alia，deciding on applications for membership, directing and strengthening the zonal 
structures and national committees, and implementing the policies and work programmes approved by the 
General Assembly. 

A Council of not less than nine or more than 15 members is nominated by the Executive Board and, 
inter alia, advises the Executive Board on general policy and securing of financial sources. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The General Assembly meets at least once every three years. The last meeting was in April 1994. 

The Executive Board and Council meet once a year or as often as may be considered necessary. The 
last meeting of both was in April 1994. 

13. Officers 

President Mrs B. Ras-Work 
Vice-President Dr I. Thomas 
Secretary-General Dr M. Djelo Barry 
Treasurer Mrs S. Singhateh 

Salaries and expenses of the headquarters staff of three, led by an Executive Secretary, are paid. Only 
the expenses of the three staff of the Geneva Liaison Office are paid. 
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14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Copies of the applicant's financial statements and audited reports for the years 1991-1993 are held by 
WHO. 

16. Publications 

Newsletter, twice-yearly, in English and French 
Information leaflet about the applicant in English and French 
Reports of triennial conferences, regional conferences and seminars 
Articles on specific activities of the applicant and its membership in English and/or French. 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Statutes has been provided and is kept by WHO. 


