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Recognizing that additional funding is urgently required to support WHO's efforts to control 
major tropical diseases, the Government of Kuwait has pledged US$ 1 million for the 
establishment of an independent foundation, as an endowment fund, for tropical diseases. 

The foundation, which will be established in Geneva, will support and collaborate closely 
with WHO, especially with the Division of Control of Tropical Diseases and the 
UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases. 

The Executive Board is hereby advised of this new fund-raising initiative and requested to 
give its views on the collaborative relations with the proposed foundation and on the 
mechanisms by which WHO can assist in the establishment of such foundations. 

THE PROBLEMS OF TROPICAL DISEASES 

1. Over 500 million people - one in 10 persons on Earth - suffer from one or more of the most acute 
tropical diseases - malaria, leprosy, dracunculiasis (guinea-worm disease), Chagas disease, schistosomiasis and 
foodborne trematode infections, lymphatic filariasis (elephantiasis), onchocerciasis (river blindness), 
leishmaniasis, dengue and dengue haemorrhagic fever (DHF), and African trypanosomiasis (sleeping 
sickness) - and over 2500 million people, or about half the world's population, live in areas where they are 
at risk of becoming infected. These diseases affect most severely the poorest people in the poorest areas of 
the poorest countries, where national health budgets are less than US$ 10 per person per year. They make 
some areas uninhabitable and can drastically undermine the success of development projects, particularly those 
involving water and forest resources management, which often increase human contact with the insect vectors 
and intermediate hosts that are involved in disease transmission. 

2. Given appropriate funding and action, there are good prospects for the eradication of dracunculiasis and 
for the control of leprosy, Chagas disease, lymphatic filariasis and onchocerciasis. Malaria, schistosomiasis, 
leishmaniasis, dengue and DHF and African trypanosomiasis are further from being effectively controlled, 
and new tools are urgently required to combat them. The most direct lines of attack have been identified by 
WHO and are in the process of being implemented. However, tropical diseases control and research activities 
could be more vigorously pursued if additional funds could be raised. 
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3. Recognizing that the donors who currently provide funds for tropical diseases control and research face 
new and pressing demands on their resources, it is considered unlikely that they will be able to provide the 
additional resources that are needed for these purposes. Thus, new sources of funding are required. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FOUNDATION FOR TROPICAL DISEASES (AN ENDOWMENT 
FUND) 

4. In 1993，the Joint Coordinating Board (JCB) of the UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for 
Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) urged the Programme's Standing Committee to broaden 
the base of contributors to TDR and to continue to explore other fund-raising mechanisms, including the 
establishment of a special fund for tropical diseases. 

5. Acting on the views expressed by TDR's governing bodies, the Director-General of WHO approached 
His Highness the Emir of Kuwait to explore the possibility of obtaining a financial contribution that could 
be used to initiate the establishment of a special fund. In May 1994，the Director-General of the Kuwait Fund 
for Arab Economic Development, on behalf of the Government of Kuwait, responded by confirming the 
Government of Kuwait's intention to contribute to such a fund, and by pledging US$ 1 million for its 
establishment. 

6. In welcoming this generous offer of the Government of Kuwait to contribute funds for the establishment 
of a private foundation, JCB recommended that (i) the proposed foundation should be legally and 
administratively independent; (ii) its resources should be allocated in accordance with the priorities of TDR 
and WHO's Division of Control of Tropical Diseases (CTD); and (iii) the foundation's fund-raising should 
be complementary to the fund-raising of TDR in order to ensure that contributions that would otherwise be 
made direct to TDR would not be diverted. 

7. The draft statutes that are being drawn up for the foundation, tentatively called the "Foundation for 
Tropical Diseases", state that its overall purpose and objective are, respectively: 

...to act for the benefit of the poor, by developing and promoting activities to control tropical diseases. 
To this effect, the foundation will work towards the goals and aspirations of the UN system and in 
support of the World Health Organization, more specifically of the Division of Control of Tropical 
Diseases, and the UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases, and 

...provide grants and assistance to finance and subsidize tropical diseases research, the development 
of educational and training materials, and the implementation of control activities, through the global 
collaboration of ministries of disease-endemic countries, scientists, existing research groups, 
institutions, agencies and industry. 

8. The aim will be to address the key problems encountered in the control of tropical diseases by assisting 
disease-endemic countries to solve their particular tropical disease problems, helping to meet national 
requirements for trained manpower, and encouraging research on the development of appropriate affordable 
tools to solve, prevent, diagnose and/or regulate the many problems encountered in the implementation of 
control programmes. 

9. His Highness the Emir of Kuwait has decided that the Government of Kuwait will be one of the 
founding members of the foundation and will solicit the financial support and participation of other parties 
interested in becoming founder members. In view of the aim of the foundation to support WHO's objectives 
in the control of tropical diseases, the Director-General of WHO has agreed to assist the Government of 
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Kuwait in this initial fund-raising and interest-generating effort by expressing his support to the foundation 
and the interest of WHO in collaborating with the foundation. 

10. While the foundation will act independently in mobilizing and making resources available to WHO, 
without WHO staff being its members or employees, it is proposed that when the resources are donated to 
WHO, their use for WHO activities will be planned, managed and accounted for by a WHO secretariat 
management group reporting to the Director-General, which will prepare statements and provide information 
on WHO programmes and activities worthy of such support and report on their outcome. 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

11. Although the foundation has not yet been formally established, nor the terms of its statutes and the 
collaboration agreement with WHO finalized, the Director-General of WHO considers it desirable to advise 
the Executive Board of this initiative, which forms part of his continuing effort to explore new fund-raising 
mechanisms aimed at providing the funds that are needed to assist the international community in meeting 
its public health objectives. 

12. The views of the Executive Board are sought on (i) the nature of the collaborative relations that could 
be developed once the foundation has been established, including the extent to which WHO staff may assist 
such foundations in their functioning, and (ii) the most appropriate ways for WHO to assist interested parties 
in establishing such foundations that have objectives which are in agreement with the goals of WHO. 


