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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

World Federation of Chiropractic 
Fédération Mondiale de Chiropratique 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

3080 Yonge Street Suite 3002 
Toronto 
Ontario M4N 3N1, Canada 

David A. Chapman-Smith, Secretary-General 

Tel: 1-416-484-9978 
Fax: 1-416-484-9665 

3. Genera丨 objectives of the applicant 

To serve humanity by: 

-encouraging improved standards of chiropractic education and practice in order to provide the 
highest quality of service; 

-cooperating with appropriate national or international organizations to provide information, 
counsel and assistance in the fields of chiropractic and world health; 

-fostering research with respect to chiropractic，in part through regular international congresses of 
chiropractic; and 

-assisting in developing an informed public opinion among all peoples with respect to chiropractic. 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 27 July 1993. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental 
organization itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 
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4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

Promoting consistent and improved international standards in education，research and practice. The 
single largest activity in this area is planning and administering scientific symposia. A major international 
multidiscipiinary symposium is held every two years at the applicant's biennial Congress. Smaller meetings 
take place in intervening years. 

Working with international health agencies on projects where the skills and other resources of the 
chiropractic profession are of greatest relevance and assistance in significant areas of world health. 

Other significant activities include: 

Maintaining an international data base on chiropractic national associations, educational institutions, 
numbers of students and practitioners, legislation, practice guidelines, etc. 

Liaising with and coordinating the international activities and volunteer work of various chiropractic 
organizations - for example, the International Chiropractors’ Association, which is currently providing 
extensive medical supplies and other aid to orphanages in Romania; major chiropractic colleges, 
particularly in North America, which have sponsored chiropractic education for students from many 
developing countries worldwide; the Christian Chiropractors’ Association，active in countries such as 
Ecuador, Ethiopia, Guatemala and Zimbabwe. 

Assisting member associations legislatively and educationally, in order to maintain a common 
international scope of practice and standard of education in the chiropractic profession. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

WHO, among other organizations, seeks to develop and adapt techniques for the prevention, early 
detection and control of health hazards in the workplace. Among the leading work-related risks is that of 
musculoskeletal disorders. The applicant's objectives and activities make it a useful source of data and 
expertise for issues relating to the better management of, for example, occupational back pain. Its data on 
traditional medical services and chiropractic legislation relate also to WHO's task of dissemination of 
legislative information. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

In cooperation with WHO's programme on Workers' health the applicant is bringing together 
international leaders from various professions to hold a series of scientific review meetings and to produce 
a WHO manual on chiropractic in occupational health which will seek to improve the prevention and 
management of musculoskeletal disorders, thus reducing their socioeconomic cost. 

WHO cosponsored an international multidiscipiinary symposium on occupational low-back pain held 
at the World Chiropractic Congress (London, 1993). 
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(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

Collaboration with WHO，s programme on Workers’ health in connection with the above-mentioned 
publication is planned to continue through 1995. 

WHO's programmes on Health legislation and Traditional medicine may be interested in undertaking 
a survey of legislation on all aspects of traditional and alternative/complementary medicine, including 
chiropractic and osteopathy. ТЪе applicant will make available its data on chiropractic legislation 
worldwide. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

The principal health procedures used by chiropractors are various forms of manual treatment of the 
neuromusculoskeletal system, particularly joint adjustment or manipulation. In this sense, these are the 
health measures or procedures advocated by the profession and the applicant. The scope of practice does 
not include any use of drugs or surgery, and patients needing these health measures are referred for 
medical care. There is a strong emphasis on health promotion and preventive care in chiropractic practice. 

It is the experience of chiropractors in developing countries that chiropractic services play a 
particularly valuable role because they do not depend upon hospital facilities，sophisticated technology and 
pharmaceuticals, and the financial resources that all of these require. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

At the World Chiropractic Summit (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 1987)， 
convened by the European Chiropractors，Union, it was unanimously decided that a President's Committee 
should be formed to inquire into and report upon the formation of a world federation representing national 
chiropractic associations. The President's Committee reported on its findings and the applicant was 
established at the World Chiropractic Congress (Sydney, Australia, 1989). The applicant held its first 
Council meeting in August to September 1989 in Canada, which was attended by delegates from seven 
regions of the world. A Research Council was also established. Since then the applicant's Council has met 
every year and has held two world congresses in 1991 and 1993. Its third congress is planned for 1995 in 
the United States of America. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

See annex. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 

3 



EB93/NGO/8 

(с) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Associate members. This membership is limited to accredited chiropractic colleges, is non-voting and 
has an annual membership fee. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

National Council for International Health1 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

Europe 

European Chiropractors’ Union 
Biblioteksgatan 6 
35232 Vaxjo, Sweden 
(President: Anthony Metcalfe) 

Latin America 

Federación Latinoamericana de Quiropráctica AC 
Gutenberg 133, Col. Anzures 
CP 11590 
Mexico DF, Mexico 
(President: Enrique Benet-Canut) 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive committee 

The Assembly, composed of representatives of constituent members, establishes the policies of the 
applicant. 

The governing body is the Council. It comprises representatives from seven regions of the world, 
elected by member associations in those regions. 

The Executive Committee handles the day-to-day management of the applicant and comprises the 
President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer’ and the Secretary-General. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The Assembly meets every two years, the last time in London, May 1993. 

The Council meets annually, the last time in London，May 1993. 

The Executive Committee meets in person or via teleconference every two months. 

1 A nongovernmental organization in official relations with WHO. 
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13 Officers 

Elected officers: 

President: 
Vice-President: 
Secretary-Treasurer: 

Christoph Diem 
John Sweeney 
Louis Sportelli 

Appointed salaried officer: 

Secretary-General: Mr David Chapman-Smith (and a paid staff of two) 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Audited statements for the three years 1990-1992 have been provided and are held by the WHO 

16. Publications 

(i) The chiropractic report ¡Le dossier chiropratique. Published in English and French six times a 
year. 

(ii) Organizational brochures describing the applicant are published from time to time in its three 
official languages: English, French and Spanish. 

(iii) Proceedings of scientific symposia. Proceedings are published in English at the time of each 
Congress, then summarized in peer-reviewed literature. 

17. Documentation 

Secretariat. 

A copy of the applicant's Articles and By-Laws has been provided and is held by the WHO 
Secretariat. 
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COUNTRIES/AREAS 

AFRICA 

Ethiopia 

Kenya* 

Morocco* 

Namibia 

South Africa 

Zimbabwe 

ASIA 

China Province of 
Taiwan 

Hong Kong 

Japan 

Korea* 

Philippines 

Republic of Singapore 

EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

Bahrain 

Cyprus 

Egypt* 

Greece 

Islamic Republic of Iran 

Jordan 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Qatar 

Saudi Arabia* 

United Arab Emirates 

ANNEX 

MEMBER/AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION NUMBER OF 
PERSONS 

Ethiopian Chiropractors’ Association 2 

Kenyan Chiropractic Association 4 

Moroccan Chiropractic Association 1 

Namibian Chiropractic Association 1 

Chiropractic Association of South Africa 112 

Chiropractors，Association of Zimbabwe 4 

Taiwan Chiropractic Association 4 

Hong Kong Chiropractors，Association 24 

Chiropractic Council of Japan 42 

Korean Chiropractic Association 6 

Chiropractic Association of the Philippines 1 

Chiropractic Association of Singapore 10 

Bahrain Chiropractic Association 1 

Cyprus Chiropractic Association 4 

Egyptian Chiropractic Association 3 

Ellenic Chiropractors’ Association 10 

Iranian Chiropractic Association 10 

Jordanian Chiropractic Association 1 

Libyan Chiropractic Association 1 

Chiropractic Association of Qatar 1 

Saudi Arabian Chiropractic Association 1 

UAE Chiropractic Association 2 

Application received, ratification of membership pending. 



Annex EB93/NGO/8 

Austria Austrian Chiropractic Association 1 

Belgium Chiropractors’ Association of Belgium 60 

Croatia* Croatian Chiropractic Association 1 

Denmark Danish Chiropractors' Association 256 

Finland Finnish Chiropractors，Union 19 

France French National Chiropractic Association 100 

Germany German Chiropractors, Association 10 

Hungary Hungarian Chiropractic Foundation 3 

Ireland Chiropractic Association of Ireland 29 

Israel Israel Chiropractic Society 19 

Italy Italian Chiropractic Association 71 

Liechtenstein Liechtenstein Chiropractic Association 1 

Netherlands Netherlands Chiropractic Association 85 

Norway Norwegian Chiropractors, Association 132 

Portugal* Chiropractic Association of Portugal 6 

Russian Federation* Russian Association of Chiropractors 3 

Spain Spanish Chiropractors, Association 30 

Sweden Swedish Chiropractic Society 83 

Switzerland Association of Swiss Chiropractors 133 

United Kingdom of British Chiropractic Association 473 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

LATIN AMERICA 

Brazil* Brazilian Chiropractors’ Association 6 

Colombia Colombian Chiropractors，Association 4 

Ecuador Chiropractic Association of Ecuador 5 

Guatemala* Guatemalan Chiropractic Association 1 

Mexico Mexican College of Chiropractors 40 

Panama Panamanian Chiropractic Association 1 

Uruguay Chiropractic Association of Uruguay 1 

Venezuela Venezuelan Chiropractic Association 6 

Application received, ratification of membership pending. 
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NORTH AMERICA 

Belize 

Canada 

Trinidad and Tobago 

United States of 
America 

Chiropractic Association of Belize 

Canadian Chiropractic Association 

Chiropractic Association of Trinidad/Tobago 

American Chiropractic Association 
International Chiropractors' Association 

3 200 

4 

9 821 
2 412 

PACIFIC 

Australia 

Fiji* 

Guam 

New Zealand 

Papua New Guinea* 

Chiropractors' Association of Australia 

Chiropractic Association of Fiji 

Guam Chiropractic Association 

New Zealand Chiropractors，Association 

Chiropractic Association of Papua New Guinea 

213 

1 

3 

106 

* Application received, ratification of membership pending. 


