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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

International Commission on Non-ionizing Radiation Protection 
Commission internationale de protection contre les rayonnements non-ionisants 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

Mr R. Matthes 
Scientific Secretary 
Bundesamt für Strahlenschutz 
Institut für StraWenhygiene 
Ingolstadter Landstrasse 1 
85764 Oberschleissheim，Germany 

Tel: 49 89 3160 3237 
Fax: 49 89 3160 3111 
E-mail Dialcom 57:FDA1011 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

To identify hazards from exposure to non-ionizing radiation (NIR) and to develop systems of 
protection for the general public, workers, patients and the environment. 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 7 July 1993. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental 
organization itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 
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4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

To analyse physical characteristics of NIR and reports of biological effects from exposure to NIR; 

to recommend appropriate terminology, quantities, units and methods of measurement; 

to develop protection criteria; 

to recommend systems of protection against NIR, including appropriate exposure limits; 

to give guidance for the protection of workers，members of the public, patients and the environment; 

to issue statements, recommendations or papers on selected topics as appropriate, including reports 
on the implementation of the applicant's recommendations; 

to collate and report on information and coordination of studies; and 

to initiate and to participate in educational and research programmes. 

These activities are carried out in conjunction with WHO, ILO, IAEA, the Commission of the 
European Communities, and other international organizations. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

Both the objectives and activities of the applicant as mentioned in paragraphs 3 and 4 above are in 
complete conformity with WHO’s work to control and prevent environmental health hazards and 
occupational exposure to hazardous factors, which include natural and man-made non-ionizing radiation 
sources having a harmful effect on the environment, general public, workers and patients. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

Activities with WHO consist of provision of first drafts for environmental health criteria publications 
and of the applicant's expertise for reviewing scientific literature in order to determine the biological effects 
and health consequences of exposure to NIR. The documents are subsequently published jointly with ILO 
and UNEP, the most recent being on ultraviolet radiation. 

The applicant is also currently collaborating on the formulation of guiding principles and values for 
occupational exposure limits to electromagnetic fields, and will participate in consultations related to the 
effects of ultraviolet radiation on the development of human health risks and environmental change. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

The applicant will continue its collaboration with WHO,s programmes on Workers' health and on 
Control of environmental health hazards along the lines mentioned above. 
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 (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

In 1974 the International Radiation Protection Association (IRPA) (a nongovernmental organization 
in official relations with WHO) initiated activities concerned with non-ionizing radiation by forming a 
working group which, in 1977, became the International Non-Ionizing Radiation Committee (INIRC). 
WHO and INIRC have collaborated on joint publications of health criteria publications and technical 
exchanges relating to NIR since its inception. In the late 1980s the Association and Committee members 
discussed the advisability of the Committee becoming a separate organization in view of the increasing 
number and importance of issues related to NIR protection and standards. These discussions led, in 1992, 
to IRPA chartering the applicant to continue the work it had previously conducted as INIRC. 

9. (a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

The applicant's members comprise national radiation protection societies (membership is estimated 
at 15 000) in the following countries: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Republic 
of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 

(c) Are there other types of membership of the applicant? 

No. 

10. Is the applicant affilitated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

International Radiation Protection Association 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

There are no branch or regional offices. 

12. (a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive committee 

The main policy-making body is the Commission proper, comprising a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman 
and up to 12 additional members nominated by its membership and the IRPA Executive Council. 
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Ultraviolet radiation 
Radiofrequency and microwaves 
Ultrasound 
Lasers and optical radiation 
Extremely low frequency fields 
Magnetic fields 
Electromagnetic fields (300 Hz • 300 GHz) 

(ii) The following guidelines and articles have appeared in the journal Health Physics, m English: 

Airborne ultrasound 
Radiofrequency electromagnetic fields 
Lasers 
Ultraviolet radiation 
Concepts, units and terminology for NIR protection 
Radiofrequency fields 
Video display terminals 
Fluorescent lighting and malignant melanoma * 
50/60 Hz electric and magnetic fields 
Health issues of ultraviolet A sunbeds used for cosmetic purposes 
Protection of the patient undergoing a magnetic resonance examination 

(iii) Books in English: 

Non-ionizing radiation: physical characteristics, biological effects and health hazard assessment 

IRPA guidelines on protection against non-ionizing radiation (collected guidelines of 
IRPA/International Non-Ionizing Radiation Committee up to and including 1990) 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the lasting meeting of each 

The Commission meets annually; the last meeting was held in May 1993. 

13. Officers 

Chairman Dr M.H. Repacholi 
Vice-Chairman Professor M. Grandolfo 
Scientific Secretary Mr R. Matthes 

There are no salaried officers or staff. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial reports for the years 1991-1993 have been provided and are held by the WHO Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

(i) UNEP/WHO/IRPA Environmental Health Criteria, published in English: 

No. 14 
No. 16 
No. 22 
No. 23 
No. 35 
No. 69 
No. 137 



EB93/NGO/1Q 

Non-ionizing radiation - proceedings of the second international NIR workshop 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Charter has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 


