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REINFORCING COLLABORATION FOR HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

(Draft resolution proposed by the Chairman) 

The Executive Board, 

Noting United Nations General Assembly resolutions 45/264 and 46/235 on the basic principles and 
guidelines for the restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and related 
fields; 

Noting also the report of the Director-General in document EB91/33, entitled "Collaboration within the 
United Nations system: general matters", which draws attention to important developments taking place in the 
United Nations system and the implications which these could have for international health work; 

Emphasizing that Member States, through their participation in the United Nations General Assembly 
and other governing bodies, must ensure that health is given due consideration in an integrated approach to 
development in a revitalized United Nations system; 

Appreciating the necessity for health and humanitarian assistance to be integral parts of the "agenda for 
peace" and "agenda for development" being prepared in the United Nations;1 

Appreciating, in particular, the need to ensure that the strategy for health for all, with its call for equity 
and social justice, is kept clearly in view in preparations for the World Summit for Social Development2 and in 
the Commission for Sustainable Development;3 

Recalling that WHO,s Constitution calls on the Organization to act as the directing and coordinating 
authority on international health work and to cooperate with governments, upon their request, in strengthening 
their health services, providing appropriate technical assistance, 

1. URGES Member States to ensure that the primary importance of health and the need for collaboration 
and coordination in matters relating to health and development are brought to the forefront in the 
international arena, thereby strengthening WHO's role as the directing and coordinating authority in 
international health work; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to develop activities calculated to reaffirm WHO's role as the lead agency in providing technical 
expertise on matters affecting human health within the United Nations system, in order to enhance 
international social and economic cooperation and promote progress in the developing countries; 

1 United Nations General Assembly documents A/47/277 and A/47/1, respectively, and resolutions 47/120 and 47/181. 
2 United Nations General Assembly resolution 47/92. 
3 United Nations General Assembly resolution 47/191. 
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(2) to ensure that, not only at headquarters level but also at the regional office and country 
representative levels, efforts to coordinate activities with the other partners operating in the health field 
within the United Nations system are energetically reinforced; 

(3) to intensify WHO's contribution, through appropriate bodies for inter-agency and 
intergovernmental coordination and consultation, to the current process for restructuring and 
revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields; 

(4) to enhance collaboration within the framework provided by the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination for greater complementarity within the United Nations system, and to promote an 
integrated approach to technical cooperation with countries; and 

(5) to keep the Executive Board informed of progress achieved by submitting to it an exhaustive 
annual report on activities conducted in cooperation with other partners belonging to the United Nations 
system. 


