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17 May 1989 FORTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

SECOND REPORT OF COMMITTEE 

(DRAFT) 

At its seventh and eighth meetings held on 16 May 1989, Committee A decided to 
recommend to the Forty-second World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached 
resolutions relating to the following agenda item: 

18. Proposed programme budget for the financial period 1990-1991 
(Articles 18(f) and 55) 

18.2 Programme policy matters: 2 resolutions 



Agenda item 18.2 

TOBACCO OR HEALTH 

The Forty-second World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA39.14 and resolution WHA41.25 requesting the 
Director-General to draw up a plan of action on tobacco or health for submission through 
the Programme Committee to the eighty-third session of the Executive Board; 

Recognizing that the use of tobacco is responsible worldwide for more than 
two million premature deaths annually; 

Recalling that active efforts are needed to resolve the economic issues involved in 
reducing tobacco production; 

Concerned at the fact that, while tobacco consumption is decreasing in developed 
countries as a result of effective health promotion supported by appropriate legislations 
and regulations, the developing countries are registering increases in tobacco 
consumption; 

Reaffirming that the health services should clearly and unequivocally publicize the 
health risks connected with the use of tobacco and actively support all efforts to 
prevent the associated diseases; 

1. THANKS the Director-General for having already accelerated implementation of the WHO 
programme on tobacco or health; 

2. APPROVES the plan of action for the WHO programme on tobacco or health for 1988-1995 
as proposed by the Director-General and endorsed by the Executive Board; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to continue to support this programme as outlined in the plan of action and to 
mobilize extrabudgetary funds for its implementation； 

(2) to support national authorities, at their request, in taking measures to 
disseminate information on the health risks of tobacco, to promote life-styles 
without tobacco, and to control the promotion of tobacco consumption; 

(3) to work, in close collaboration with national health authorities, with 
organizations of the United Nations system, and with relevant nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with those organizations, to ensure that both 
health and economic aspects are fully taken into account； 



(4) to review the impact of tobacco production on the economy, environment and 
health of the populations in developing countries which depend upon tobacco 
production as a major source of income, and to report on this issue to the 
Forty-third World Health Assembly; 

(5) to collaborate actively with FAO and other relevant United Nations agencies 
with a view to developing agricultural projects that demonstrate how crop 
substitution programmes can be implemented in countries whose economies depend 
heavily upon tobacco production; and to encourage such countries to implement these 
programmes； 

RESOLVES that each year 31 May shall be World No-Tobacco Day. 



Agenda item 18.2 

PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE 

The Forty-second World Health Assembly, 

Recalling previous resolutions on drug and alcohol abuse and on mental health 
adopted by the Health Assembly (particularly resolutions WHA28.84, WHA33.27, WHA36.12, 
and WHA39.25, and resolution WHA39.26 which requests the Director-General to formulate 
a plan of action in this area) and by the Executive Board (particularly resolutions 
EB69.R9 and EB73.R11)； 

Noting the Organization's continuing obligations under the international drug 
control conventions, and the need to promote the rational use of licit psychoactive 
drugs by health care professionals； 

Seriously concerned at worldwide trends in drug and alcohol abuse, and at the 
human suffering, loss of life and social disruption accompanying these trends, 
including accidents and the spread of AIDS； 

Noting the consensus statement "Health policies to combat drug and alcohol 
problems", produced by a WHO working group meeting in Canberra in March 1988, and its 
emphasis on the need to reduce and ultimately eliminate the harmful effects of these 
abuses； 

Noting the call of the International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking for the establishment by Member States of national strategies making 
optimum use of the experience and achievements of other Member States in combating drug 
abuse； 

1. URGES Member States to develop comprehensive policies and programmes for combating 
drug and alcohol abuse within the context of primary health care, with emphasis on 
prevention and health promotion in conjunction with other mental health programmes 
activities and in accordance with their own needs and priorities, including: 

(1) the ongoing assessment of the nature and extent of the problems ； 

(2) an evaluation of their current programmes in health and other sectors； 

(3) the development of action programmes based on appropriate technology, in full 
collaboration with sectors other than health; 

(4) the recognition of public health interests in policies concerning drugs and 
alcohol； 



2. REQUESTS the regional committees to review the nature and extent of health 
problems related to drug and alcohol abuse in their respective regions and to formulate 
strategies to promote cooperation among Member States； 

REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(1) to strengthen WHO's programme on the prevention and control of drug and 
alcohol abuse, bearing in mind the need: 

(a) to cooperate with Member States in enhancing action against drug and 
alcohol abuse at national level； 

(b) to achieve a reduction in demand for drugs and alcohol through the 
development of effective techniques for prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation; 

(c) to ensure coordination of WHO's work in this field with other relevant 
WHO activities, especially those of the Global Programme on AIDS and the 
implementation of the Organization's obligations under the international drug 
control conventions； 

(d) to seek further collaboration in this area within the United Nations 
system; 

(2) to draw attention to WHO's activities in this area and to attract additional 
support for the programme； 

(3) to encourage the rational use of licit psychoactive drugs through 
collaboration with professional bodies and educational institutions； 

(4) to report on progress to the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly. 


