WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

A42/15

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE

4 May 1989

FORTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
Provisional agenda item 29
HEALTH CONDITIONS OF THE ARAB POPULATION IN THE
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING PALESTINE
WHO Collaborating Centres in Primary Health Care Research
in the Occupied Arab Territories
Progress Report by the Director-General

This is the fourth progress report on the three primary
health care research centres designated as WHO collaborating
centres between 1985 and 1986 in response to previous
resolutions of the World Health Assembly, resolutions
WHA35.15 (1982) and WHA36.27 (1983).
After a brief account of the work of the centres during
the period May 1988 to April 1989, the report gives possible
future directions for the work of the centres and the
financial implications thereof.
CURRENT SITUATION
1.
In response to resolutions WHA35.15 and WHA36.27 of the World Health Assembly the
following centres were designated on the dates shown below as WHO Collaborating Centres
in Primary Health Care Research:
Ramallah Health Services Research Centre

June 1985

Gaza Health Services Research Centre

January 1986

Health Manpower Development Working Group of the
Health Services of the West Bank (Health
Manpower Development Centre)

June 1986

2.
During the period May 1988 to April 1989 the arrangements for the operation of the
centres have remained the same. Each centre is an integral part of the Government of
Israel health services. The scientific and educational work carried out continues to be
under the direct technical supervision of the Director-General of WHO, operating through
a Personal Representative who has visited the territories on three occasions (July and
November 1988 and March 1989) and who draws on the technical resources of the
Organization as a whole according to the needs of the centres. The management of
day-to-day project activities continues to be ensured on behalf of WHO by the UNDP
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People (PAPP).
3.
The staff of the centres, headed in each case by a senior Palestinian physician,
himself a senior official in the Government Health Services, are either part-time
Government Health Service staff or full-time research and other support staff who are
locally recruited by UNDP with WHO funding and WHO technical approval of appointments.
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4.
WHO'S financial contribution has been drawn exclusively from the Director-General‘s
Development Programme as in previous years, the salaries of part-time staff being paid by
the Government Health Services.
5.
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has provided funds through WHO to support
the Ramallah and Gaza Health Services Research Centres for certain activities related to
maternal and child health and family planning. One aspect of such work concerns
identification of the major risk factors related to adverse outcome of pregnancy for the
mother and the infant and support to the establishment of "high-risk pregnancy" services,
as well as the monitoring and evaluation of these in both the West Bank and Gaza.
High-risk pregnancy clinics opened in the West Bank in May 1988, and in Gaza in January
1989. The centres, using UNFPA project funds, are contributing to these activities by
the planning and conducting of seminars and study days, the supply of equipment, the
preparation of guidelines, technical consultation, and the supply of family planning
materials. Dr Brian McCarthy, WHO consultant on high-risk pregnancy and Head of the WHO
collaborating centre activity at the Centers for Disease Control of the United States
Public Health Services in Atlanta, GA, USA, visited the area in November 1988 for the
purposes of monitoring and evaluating the services provided by the previously mentioned
clinics and formulating plans for the next phase of this project.
6.
Despite all the special circumstances that have prevailed in the areas throughout
the period the work of the centres is continuing. There is a determination on the part
of the Directors and the staff and all who work with them, whether in government services
or elsewhere, to ensure that the very basic research and development approaches which the
centres represent, and their potential contribution in the long-term to the improvement
of health services, which has begun so well, should not be lost at a difficult time in
the history of the areas.
7.
As reported to last year's Health Assembly, a mission consisting of a senior WHO
consultant and one staff member from WHO headquarters undertook a technical review of the
work of the centres up to and including December 1987. While commenting favourably on
the principal studies carried out in the centres, and on the relevance of the data being
produced to the future planning and management of the health services of the two
territories, the mission's report made a substantial number of recommendations of which
some, although by no means all, have been gradually put into operation during the year
under review.
8.
The assessment mission report was well received in the areas, both by the Government
and by the Directors and staff of the centres. All concerned supported the key
recommendation of the report that "continuing and, if possible, increasing technical and
financial support be provided to each of the WHO centres, with UNDP remaining in its
present managerial role".

Ramallah Health Services Research Centre
Regeaycl>
9.
Infant and child mortality review. November 1985 - April 1986: Further studies
resulting in a revised draft report on the infant mortality review were carried out
between January and March 1988. The recommendations arising from this study are still
being finalized and reviewed by the authorities. Technical advice on the development of
the work to reduce infant mortality was sought and received from WHO staff and from one
visiting consultant, Dr Brian McCarthy (see paragraph 5 above).

10. "Evaluation" of the expanded primary health care project in the Hebron District: An
air of uncertainty has prevailed over the future of the important Hebron primary health
,care project during the period under review, and this has to some extent hampered the
evaluation and monitoring activities of the Ramallah Health Services Research Centre, A
survey of knowledge, attitude and practice (КАР) has been carried out among community
health workers and among women of child-bearing age. Following budgetary cutbacks on the
Government side and changes in UNICEF funding policy, it is understood at the time of
writing that negotiations are under way between the local health authority arid a private
voluntary organization, the Arab Colleges of Health Sciences, to ensure its future and
its potential expansion.
11. Report on a serological survey to determine the presence of various antibodies in
children on the West Bank. December 1985 - March 1986: A final report was prepared and
approved and was submitted to WHO, and a short article is expected to appear on the
subject in the Weekly Epidemiological Record shortly. One of the main recommendations of
WHO arising from this study was that a joint WHO/UNICEF/Government expanded immunization
programme review should be carried out. This recommendation has not yet received the
approval of the Government authorities.
Training
12. The Director of the Centre and the Director of the Public Health Division for the
West Bank undertook a study tour to the United Kingdom, funded by the British Council, to
study school health and public health education. WHO collaborated in the formulation of
plans for the tour, at the conclusion of which the two Directors spent one week
consulting with technical units concerned at WHO headquarters in Geneva. One part-time
medical officer is studying epidemiology on a special course in London. Two staff
members took part in the 1988 summer programme in epidemiology and statistics at
Ben Gurion University, Beersheba, Israel. One staff member, with WHO support, took part
in the "international track" of the 1988 Epidemics Intelligence Service course at the
Centers for Disease Control of the United States Public Health Service, Atlanta, GA, USA.
Gaza Health Services Research Centre
Research
13. The work of the Gaza Centre in establishing and refining an effective computerized
health information system for the area remains, as it has been since the outset, the core
activity. The centre is responsible for vital statistics in the area and receives all
birth and death certificates. The centre carries out quality control on these
notifications and has now computerized them. It thus provides a reporting system for all
health centres as well as the five district public health units serving the area. These
units receive quarterly reports on births, deaths and immunization for the entire
population of the Gaza Strip, as well as on infectious diseases and hospital and
ambulatory care utilization.
14. A study of the nutritional status of children in five "sentinel" community health
centres has been carried out using routine growth-measurement data, This includes 5000
children aged 0-2 years. The data are now being processed and will be correlated with
previous growth pattern studies carried out in the area last year. The results of the
study will be analysed by September 1989.
15. Following previous studies, data are being gathered on infant death by locality of
residence, place of death, and social and medical risk factors. A cohort； selected from
birth notifications is being followed up to confirm death or otherwise, check the
accuracy of birth and death certificates and verify associated medical or social
factors. This study is in the data collection stage, and a preliminary report will be
ready by the end of 1989.

16. In addition to the above, which, it is stressed, has an important and continuing
role in the establishment of public health policy and in day- to-day management in Gaza,
it has, despite current circumstances, been possible to keep some of the more truly-named
"research" activities alive.
Training
17. A Course in computer studies was carried out in cooperation with a local computer
firm, with 15 participants including staff of the centre and the nurses working in
selected primary health care centres, focusing on the use of personal computers in
primary health care. A course in scientific English was carried out in the centre in
coordination with the Near East Church Council. The centre's staff and the associated
health investigators participated in this course three times a week for six months. Five
primary health care nurses attended the fourth open conference of the working group of
European nürsihg associations held in Jerusalem from 26-30 June 1988.
18. One part-time staff member completed the requirements for the Master of Public
Health course at the school of public health and community medicine, School of Public
Health of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
19. A scientific library is being built up including WHO publications, international
scientific journals and relevant reprints. The centre makes books and journals available
to health professionals all over Gaza. Selected reprints are distributed to all health
centres in the area.
Health Manpower Development Centre
Research and training
20. Work has continued on developing a data base and a health manpower profile for the
West Bank as a whole. Considerable advance has been made in identifying professional
health personnel in the Government health services and, to a lesser extent, in other
agencies.
21. Research and evaluation of specific training activities sponsored or cosponsored by
the centre have been very limited in view of the heavy cutback in local training in the
West Banki
22. Steps have, however, been taken to encourage more such training, using local and
international resources, as a result of increasingly close working relations between the
centre, the Arab Medical and Welfare Association and the Arab Colleges of Health
Sciences. It is envisaged that these institutions will act in conjunction with the
centre as training institutions for both government and lion-governmental health
professionals. WHO welcomes this devèlopment, which is very much in the spirit of
several of the recommendations of last year's assessment mission report.
23. Proposals for a variety of refresher courses, workshops or other forms of local
training in a substantial number of subjects, as recommended by the mission, are ready to
be put into action when circumstances allow. Meanwhile, the centre continues to provide
information or educational guidance on such new training activities as it has been
possible to get under way, e.g. training in physiotherapy at Bethlehem University and in
hospital management at the Bethlehem Mental Hospital.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS
24. As mentioned in paragraph 2 above, the administrative arrangements have remained to
all intents and purposes the same since the outset. They involve a complex partnership
which includes the Palestinian staff of the centres and other Palestinian health

professionals； the Government of Israel; UNDP, and WHO. The relation between the work
of the centres and that of other agencies of the United Nations system operating in the
areas, in particular UNRWA and UNICEF, is continuously under review.
FINANCIAL ASPECTS
25. In view of certain activities which it has not been possible to undertake in the
period under review, and the resulting savings, the funds already provided from the
Director-General‘s Development Programme will suffice to maintain activities at about
their present level until the end of 1989.
26. As the World Health Assembly is aware, the purposes of the Director-General‘s
Development Programme are to provide funds to promote and support technical cooperation
programmes for which no, or insufficient, allocation has been made during the preparation
of the budget proposals； to launch important or innovative activities of a research and
development nature； or to attract extrabudgetary resources.
27. So far the only funding other than that from WHO's regular budget has been the
valued contribution from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in the amount of
US$ 88 100 for studies related to maternal and child health and family planning (see also
paragraph 5).
28. A number of approaches have been made to other bilateral and multilateral agencies
but these have not so far been productive. The Director-General, however, will continue
to discuss with any potential donor appropriate arrangements whereby such funds could be
channelled into the research and development work of the centres whose ultimate objective
is the improvement of the health services and of the health status of the Palestinian
people.
THE FUTURE OF THE CENTRES
29. Despite the difficult circumstances prevailing, the centres have done considerably
more than "mark time" during the year under review, and each has made a significant
impact in its subject in each of the territories. Working together, they are already
able to provide much valuable baseline data relating to primary health care, especially
maternal and child health, and health manpower development. All three centres have
focused upon the need for, and have begun to organize, local training, including
continuing education for local health professionals and their colleagues, using local
resources to the extent possible. The centres have also shown that they can make
imaginative use of WHO's international input. It is believed that, although much more
must no doubt be done in the future than can be done on the basis of these centres alone,
WHO will continue to provide the centres, in the words of the 1987 assessment mission,
endorsed by last year's Health Assembly, with "continuing and, if possible, increasing
technical and financial support".

