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The Medical Women’s International Association (MWIA) is an international nongovernmental 

organization (NGO) of women physicians in more than seventy countries. Founded in 1919, it 

embodies in its mission the objective to raise the health status of communities, especially the health 

of women and children.  MWIA has category II status with the Economic and Social Council of 

the United Nations and is in official relations with the World Health Organization. 

 

In 2002, MWIA led the way by writing a Training Manual on Gender Mainstreaming in Health for 

health care professionals.  The  concepts covered  specific  issues, namely sex, gender, sexuality, 

gender roles and gender equity, all  relevant when we speak of Violence Against Women.  In 2015, 

MWIA will complete its Training Manual on Domestic and Sexual Violence, for use by training 

physicians in the best practices for looking after patients suffering from the immediate and long-term 

consequences of domestic and sexual violence. 

 

Women physicians are often the first point of contact for women suffering gender-based violence.  

We  need to be part  of a  multidisciplinary team that consists  of  law  enforcement,  the  courts,  

transition  houses, social welfare and re-education that fosters women safety and a chance for them 

to move their lives forward.  Victimization shapes women’s lives and if society is going to help 

these women, a trauma informed approach   must be taken.  Cultural traditions allow abuse 

against women in the name of the way things are always done.  Female genital mutilation and 

the treatment of widows in many cultures are prime examples.  A modern day form of violence is 

the new trend toward cosmetic genital surgery which can vary from labial reduction to hymenal 

reconstruction to G point amplification to mention but a few procedures. 

 
As medical women, we understand the connection between sexual violence and ill-health as 

well as the healing power of a good doctor-patient relationship.  At MWIA’s International Congress 

in Munster in 2010 the following resolutions were adopted: 

 

Recognizing that sexual violence to adults and children has far-reaching medical, psychological and 
community consequences for survivors and their communities the MWIA: 

 
� Supports the elimination of all forms of sexual violence 

 

� Supports the education of communities to raise awareness and change attitudes towards 

sexual violence 
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� Supports the education of health professionals to recognise, respond to and effectively 

support survivors of sexual violence 

 
� Calls for the provision of long-term integrated counselling and health services to better 

support the survivors of sexual violence across a lifetime. 

 
At the 57th Commission on the Status of Women, MWIA advocated strongly for the recognition of 

the important role of the healthcare system as part of an essential component of a holistic response to 

Violence Against Women and ensure that health professionals are trained and supported to 

recognize and respond sensitively to gender-based violence and its severe physical and 

psychological effects over a lifetime. 

 

The Medical Women’s International Association will continue to advocate for the best treatment for 

victims of domestic and sexual violence and wishes to collaborate with our WHO partners in this 

work. 

 


