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Agenda item 12 

 

STATEMENT BY MEDICUS MUNDI INTERNATIONAL 

 
By Ms Belinda Townsend 

 

Thank you, Chair, for the opportunity of addressing the Committee on behalf of Medicus 
Mundi International and the People’s Health Movement. 

We welcome this Action Agenda, and commend the Secretariat for its development. 

However, we feel that some key issues should be given a stronger emphasis. 

The AMR crisis demands strong regional leadership from both the Regional Committee and 

the Secretariat. This includes stating clearly the causes of AMR and what needs to be done. It also 

requires money.  We ask all Member States to look to their financial contributions to ensure that the 

WHO has sufficient resources to address this critical issue. 

The Action Agenda is cautious in relation to animal husbandry. The use of antibiotics as 

growth promoters in animal husbandry needs to be phased out as soon as possible and controls 

placed on ‘prophylactic’ and ‘therapeutic’ use. Labelling of meat and fish products would allow 

people to preference products which have not involved the use of antibiotics as growth promoters. 

Hospitals can take the lead in their procurement policies by not buying meat and fish which has been 

grown using antibiotics as growth promoters. 

The Agenda does not mention waste water in which horizontal resistance gene transfer can 

take place. The pollution of the environment via livestock waste, sewage, industrial meat processing 

waste, and hospital disposal needs to be monitored and controlled. 

The commercial promotion of antibiotic use to physicians and veterinarians should be 

banned. Likewise direct to consumer advertising and over the counter sales of antibiotics should be 

banned. A levy could be imposed on pharmaceutical sales to fund disinterested educational 

programs for both clinicians and the public. 

Many of the policy initiatives referred above to will require regulation. We encourage 

WHO to advise Member States to avoid entering into trade agreements which include investor state 

dispute settlement (or ISDS) because this could seriously jeopardise their capacity to regulate 

effectively. 

 


