
W O R L D   H E A L T H  

ORGANIZATION 

 

ORGANISATION  MONDIALE 

DE LA SANTE 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

BUREAU REGIONAL DU PACIFIQUE OCCIDENTAL 

 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE WPR/RC65/NGO/1 
 
Sixty-fifth session 14 October 2014 
Manila, Philippines 
13–17 October 2014 ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH 
 
Agenda item 11 

STATEMENT BY FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ALLIANCE 

 
By Mr Rommel Arriola 

 

 The Framework Convention Alliance (FCA) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to 

discussions at this Sixty-fifth session of the Regional Committee of the WHO for the Western 

Pacific Region on the “Tobacco Free Initiative: Regional Action Plan (2015-2019)” (agenda item 
11). 

 Noting that compared with other WHO regions, the Western Pacific has the highest rates of 

male smoking prevalence and the fastest increase of tobacco use uptake by women and youth, 

FCA wishes to reiterate its full support for Member States’ and WHO’s efforts to strengthen the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and its implementation. Because all 

eligible countries in the region are Parties to the WHO FCTC, accelerated implementation of the 

FCTC must be a priority if the global target of 30% reduction in tobacco use by 2025 is to be 

achieved. 

 FCA therefore endorses the Tobacco Free Initiative Regional Action Plan for 2015-2019 

as a way forward and guidance for WHO Member States in the region in the development of their 

national action plans for the full and accelerated implementation of the WHO FCTC. 

 FCA calls on Member States in the Western Pacific Region to: 

1. Develop strong national tobacco control policies and laws which are in accordance 

with the FCTC and are protected from the commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco 

industry; 

2. Establish or reinforce and finance a national coordinating mechanism; and 

3. Explicitly recognise that tobacco is not an ordinary product and that it kills half of 

its users.  

Therefore immediate action is needed to put an end to the harm that it causes to the people 

who use it and to the people that are exposed to tobacco smoke. 

The Framework Convention  Alliance is made up of over 500 non-governmental organisations 

from more than 100 countries working on the development, ratification and implementation of the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). 

 

 


