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This report is presented to the Executive Board in accordance with resolution EB69.R9, 
which requests the Director-General to report annually to the Board regarding any activities of 
WHO in respect of the Conventions. In the period following the last report on this subject, at 
the Board's eighty-seventh session, no new recommendations have been made by WHO 
concerning the control of dependence-producing psychoactive substances. 

At its t* * -fourth session, the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs approved the 
recommen ns made by WHO in 1990 to remove propylhexedrine from Schedule IV of the 
1971 Convention, and to transfer dè/to-9-tetrahydrocannabinol and its stereochemical variants 
from Schedule I to Schedule II. The Commission also approved WHO'S recommendation that 
the exemption of 55 preparations containing butalbital from certain control measures, granted by 
the Government of the United States of America, be terminated in part. 

With regard to future reporting by the Director-General on WHO's activities in respect of 
the Conventions, the Board's attention is drawn to the proposal in paragraph 9 of this 
document. 

1. The review of dependence-producing substances for recommendation for international control has been 
an important function of the Organization since the Expert Committee on Habit-forming Drugs reviewed 
several narcotic drugs in 1949. In 1966 this body was renamed "Expert Committee on Drug Dependence", and 
up to 1977 it was always assigned the task of assessing individual substances to provide a basis for the 
Director-General's scheduling recommendations to the United Nations. 

2. The 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances (hereinafter referred to as the 1971 Convention) came 
into effect in 1976. Because five years had elapsed since the adoption of the original list of controlled 
psychotropic substances, it was considered necessary to review a large number of substances expeditiously in 
order to update the list. For this purpose, a less formal group of scientists called a "review group" was given 
the task in place of the Expert Committee. The group met eight times during the period 1978-1984, and 
reviewed a large number of substances. However, unlike the expert committee reports, those of the review 
group were not presented to the Executive Board, nor were they issued as formal publications of the 
Organization. 
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3. In 1982 the Executive Board, wishing to be kept fully informed of the Organization's activities in regard 
to this important function, adopted resolution EB69.R9 requesting the Director-General to report to it 
annually on any activities of WHO in respect of the Conventions, including the Organization's plans to review 
drugs and recommendations it had made for control, and to make the reports of the review group available to 
the Board. 

4. Since 1985 the task of reviewing psychoactive substances has again been performed by the Expert 
Committee. The total number of psychotropic substances reviewed after the entry into force of the 1971 
Convention in 1976, including those examined by the Secretariat prior to formal review by the groups of 
experts, reached 201 in 1990. This has led to a three-fold increase in the number of psychotropic substances 
subject to control - from 32 to 105. 

5. As a result of this systematic work by WHO during the past 15 years, most of the reviews of psychotropic 
substances that were urgently required have already been carried out. Thus the conditions which originally 
justified an accelerated pace of review have returned to normal. Although routine monitoring of psychoactive 
substances has continued through literature surveys and information exchange with experts and institutions, no 
formal review has been conducted by WHO in the period since the last report on this subject, at the Board's 
eighty-seventh session. 

6. The recommendations made by WHO in 1990 to remove propylhexedrine from Schedule IV of the 1971 
Convention, and to transfer de/to-9-tetrahydrocannabinol and its stereochemical variants from Schedule I to 
Schedule П, were approved without modification by the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 
thirty-fourth session from 29 April to 9 May 1991. The Commission also approved WHO's recommendation 
that the exemption of 55 preparations containing butalbital from certain control measures, granted by the 
Government of the United States of America, be terminated in part. 

7. Since the review by the Expert Committee is now a requirement for the Director-General to formulate 
his recommendations for international control of psychoactive substances, the Executive Board will in each case 
by informed of WHO's activities in respect of the Conventions, through the submission of all expert committee 
reports to the Board for review in accordance with established practice. This was not the case when the 
Executive Board adopted resolution EB69.R9 in 1982，as mentioned in paragraph 3. 

8. Another substantial change which has taken place following the adoption of resolution EB69.R9 is the 
return of WHO's review activities to the normal level, as explained in paragraph 5. Only 16 substances were 
reviewed in connection with the 1971 Convention on Narcotic Drugs during the period 1976-1990. This 
number provides some indication of what the normal pace of review might be if the Organization is to respond 
in a reasonable way to the changing pattern of abuse and marketing of new psychotropic substances. 

9. In view of the above, the Executive Board may wish to consider whether the annual reporting by the 
Director-General on WHO's activities in respect of the Conventions under a separate agenda item in 
accordance with resolution EB69.R9, will still be required. 


