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1. The 1988 Technical Discussions • 

In accordance with the decision of the Executive Board of WHO at its seventy-eighth 
session, the Forty-first World Health Assembly Technical Discussions on 5 and 7 May 1988 
will have as their theme "Leadership Development for Health for All". The overall aim of 
the Discussions is to further contribute to the capacities of "leaders" to influence*, 
develop and implement national health-for-all policies and strategies. They will focus 
on clarifying the leadership functions required to initiate change within national 
situations in response to the challenge posed by health for all and in dealing with 
crucial implementation issues. They will also explore the process of leadership 
development within the national arid international contexts•‘ 

Attendance at the Technical Discussions is open to all participants invited to the 
World Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly. These are delegates from WHO's Member States and representatives of the 
United Nations, its specialized agencies, other intergovernmental agencies and 
nongovernmental organizations in official relations with the Organization. In view of 
the theme of this year's Technical Discussions, it is particularly important that 
participants from national delegations include leaders from many levels, such as top 
policy-decision makers from health and health-related sectors, universities, communities, 
and national nongovernmental organizations. 

Specifically, the Discussions will evolve around three major questions-: 

(i) Why Leadership for Health for All? 

(ii) What can Leadership do for Health for All? 

(iii) How can this Leadership be developed or enhanced? 



It is expected that all working groups will explore these issues with the 
possibility of some groups focusing more intensely on specific aspects such as 
institutional leadership, community leadership, leadership from nongovernmental 
organizations and health leaders of tomorrow. The subject is challenging and in order to 
provoke active interaction and the exchange of experience and ideas, it has been decided 
to have small working groups with not more than 30-35 participants. To ensure that the 
essence of the subject is not lost through simultaneous interpretation into different 
languages, the majority of the groups will work in one language. Participants are 
therefore urged to register early, using the form annexed to this document, and to 
indicate their preference of working language. 

The Technical Discussions will be presided over by the General Chairman, Dame Nita 
Barrow, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Barbados to the United Nations, 
President of the World Council of Churches for the Caribbean and Latin American Regions, 
and President of the Internaional Council of Adult Education. 

2. Documentation 

The following documents have been prepared in English and French : 

A41/Technical Discussions/1 

Announcement and a note for reflection in preparation for the Technical 
Discussions which outlines the background and the aim of the Discussions. 
Distributed to Member States in July/August 1987. 

A41/Technical Discussions/2 

Administrative arrangements and registration form. 

A41/Technical Discussions/3 

Brief note on the process and the issues of the Technical Discussions which 
sets out the objectives and poses pertinent questions to stimulate 
participants‘ reactions to the three major issues raised. 

A41/Technical Discussions/4 

Why Leadership for Health for All? - Reflections on the Leadership Response to 
the Strategy for Health for All - a frank essay by Dr Halfdari Mahler, 
Director-General of WHO, on the current status of the Health for All Strategy 
and prerequisites for further progress. 

A41/Technical Discussions/5 

What can Leadership do for Health for All? - Addressing the Leadership Gap. 
This has been compiled in part from quotes made in responses to a consultation 
letter sent to leaders in health around the world. 

A41/Technical Discussions/6 

How can Leadership be developed or enhanced? - Challenges and Opportunities. 
This is the principal technical document and describes the skills involved in 
leadership development, the learning environment and the approaches which would 
enhance the capacity of current and future leaders in health to assume their 
full responsibility in the Health for All Strategy. 



There will also be other supporting and information documentation made available to 
the participants at the registration desk at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 2 and 
3 May 1988. 

3• Programme of work 

The Technical Discussions will take place all day on Thursday, 5 May, and on 
Saturday morning, 7 May, as shown below: 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Thursday 5 May 1988 

09.30-11 00 Opening plenary : Room 

Opening remarks : Dame Nita Barrow, General Chairman 

Round Table/Panel : Discussion by 6 to 8 persons representing 
different levels and dimensions of leadership 
(political/policy, managerial, community, 
nongovernmental organizations, academic) 

11.15-12 45 Working group discussions 

14.00-17 45 Working group discussions (continued) 

Friday. May 1988 

Consolidation of reports by working group facilitators, rapporteurs and secretariat 

Saturday 7 May 1988 

09.30-11 00 Final plenary : Room 
Presentation of the Report 
Discussion 
Adoption of Agenda for Action 
Closing statement 

The plenary meetings of the Technical Discussions will be provided with simultaneous 
interpretation in the six official languages - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, 
Spanish - of the World Health Organization and the majority of working groups will 
discuss in one language with two or three groups having interpretation in two languages. 

4. Registration 

Those participants in the World Health Assembly who wish to take part in the 
Technical Discussions are requested to complete the attached registration form and return 
it by 15 April 1988. at the latest, to: 

The Secretariat of the Technical Discussions 
World Health Organization 
1211 Geneva 27 
Switzerland 



Early indication of the preferred language for the working groups will facilitate 
the advance organization of the groups. Participants will be informed of the working 
group and the meeting room to which he/she has been assigned at the beginning of the 
World Health Assembly. A notice to this effect will be attached to the World Health 
Assembly Journal on Wednesday, 4 May 1988. 



1st choice 2nd choice 

Professional background or expertise: 

Preferred language of working group 

Arabic 

Chinese 

English 

French 

Russian 

Spanish 
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Forty-first World Health Assembly 

Technical Discussions 

5 and 7 May 1988 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 

Attendance at the Technical Discussions is open to all participants invited to the 
World Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly. Those wishing to take part are kindly requested to fully complete this 
registration form and return it to the Secretariat of the Technical Discussions, World 
Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland by 15 April 1988. 

Family name (surname): 

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed) 

First name : 
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Member of delegation of (country): 

Title or function and name of Ministry, Research Institute, International Organization, 
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groups will conduct their discussions in one language
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1. The 1988 Technical Discussions 

In accordance with the decision of the Executive Board of WHO at its seventy-eighth 
session, the Forty-first World Health Assembly Technical Discussions on 5 and 7 May 1988 
will have as their theme "Leadership Development for Health for All". The overall aim of 
the Discussions is to further contribute to the capacities of "leaders" to influence, 
develop and implement national health-for-all policies and strategies. They will focus 
on clarifying the leadership functions required to initiate change within national 
situations in response to the challenge posed by health for all and in dealing with 
crucial implementation issues. They will also explore the process of leadership 
development within the national and international contexts. 

Attendance at the Technical Discussions is open to all participants invited to the 
World Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly. These are delegates from WHO's Member States and representatives of the 
United Nations, its specialized agencies, other intergovernmental agencies and 
nongovernmental organizations in official relations with the Organization. In view of 
the theme of this year's Technical Discussions, it is particularly important that 
participants from national delegations include leaders from many levels, such as top 
policy-decision makers from health and health-related sectors, universities, communities, 
and national nongovernmental organizations. 

Specifically, the Discussions will evolve around three major questions : 

(i) Why Leadership for Health for All? 

(ii) What can Leadership do for Health for All? 

(iii) How can this Leadership be developed or enhanced? 



It is expected that all working groups will explore these issues with the 
possibility of some groups focusing more intensely on specific aspects such as 
institutional leadership, community leadership, leadership from nongovernmental 
organizations and health leaders of tomorrow. The subject is challenging and in 
provoke active interaction and the exchange of experience and ideas, it has been 
to have smaller working groups. Participants are urged to register early, using 
annexed to this document, and to indicate their preference of working language. 

The Technical Discussions will be presided over by the General Chairman, 
Dame Nita Barrow, Ambassador arid Permanent Representative of Barbados to the United 
Nations, President of the World Council of Churches for the Caribbean and Latin American 
Regions, and President of the International Council of Adult Education. 

2• Documentation 

The following documents have been prepared in English and French: 

A41/Technical Discussions/1 

Announcement and a note for reflection in preparation for the Technical 
Discussions which outlines the background and the aim of the Discussions. 
Distributed to Member States in July/August 1987. 

A41/Technical Discussions/2 

Administrative arrangements arid registration form. 

A41/Technical Discussions/3 

Brief note on the process and the issues of the Technical Discussions which 
sets out the objectives and poses pertinent questions to stimulate 
participants' reactions to the three major issues raised. 

A41/Technical Discussions/4 

Why Leadership for Health for All? - Reflections on the Leadership Response to 
the Strategy for Health for All - a frank essay by Dr Halfdan Mahler, 
Director-General of WHO, on the current status of the Health for All Strategy 
and prerequisites for further progress. 

A41/Technical Discussions/5 

What can Leadership do for Health for All? - Addressing the Leadership Gap. 
This has been compiled in part from quotes made in responses to a consultation 
letter sent to leaders in health around the world. 

A41/Technical Discussions/6 

How can Leadership be developed or enhanced? - Challenges and Opportunities. 
This is the principal technical document and describes the skills involved in 
leadership development, the learning environment and the approaches which would 
enhance the capacity of current and future leaders in health to assume their 
full responsibility in the Health for All Strategy. 

These and other supporting and information documentation will be provided to the 
participants at the registration desk at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, from 30 April to 
6 May 1988. 

order to 
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the form 



3• Programme of work 

The Technical Discussions will take place all day on Thursday, 5 May, and on 

Saturday morning, 7 May, as shown below: 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Thursday. 5 May 1988 

09.30-11.15 Opening plenary : Room XVII 

Opening remarks : Dame Nita Barrow, General Chairman 

Panel Discussion: Panel consisting of the following persons 
representing different levels and dimensions of 
leadership (political/policy, managerial, 
community, nongovernmental organizations, 
academic): 

Dr Christian Aurenche, Project Leader, Tokombéré 
Centre for Health Promotion, Cameroon 

Professor J . Bryant, Head, Department of Community 
Health Sciences, Aga Khan University, Pakistan 

Dr Ali Fakhro, Minister of Education, Bahrain 
Dr M . Kôkeny, Deputy Minister for Social Welfare 

and Health, Hungary 
Dr E. Mohs, Minister of Health, Costa Rica 
Professor 0 . Ransome Kuti, Minister of Health, 

Nigeria 
Dr Pramilla Senanayake, Assistant 

Secretary-General, International Planned 
Parenthood Federation 

11.30-12.45 Working group discussions 

14.00-17.30 Working group discussions (continued) 

Friday. 6 May 1988 

Consolidation of reports by working group moderators, со-moderators, technical 
experts and secretariat 

Saturday. 7 May 1988 

09.30-12.30 Final plenary : Room XVII 
Presentation of the Report 
Discussion 
Adoption of Agenda for Action 
Closing statement 

The plenary meetings of the Technical Discussions will be provided with simultaneous 
interpretation in the six official languages - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, 
Spanish - of the World Health Organization. There will be eight working groups presided 
over by specially invited moderators and working in the languages indicated in the 
following table : 



Working Groups 

Group Special Focus : Health Leaders of Tomorrow Room XVII 

Group 2 

Group 3 

Group 

Group 5 

Group 6 

Group 7 

Group 8 

Moderator: Dr M . Kôkeny, Deputy Minister of Social Welfare and Health, 
Hungary 

Interpretation provided in English, French and Russian 

Special Focus : Educational Institutions Room XVIII 

Moderator: Mrs E. Kiereini, Chairperson, Regional Nursing Task Force, 
African Region, Kenya 

Interpretation provided in Arabic, Chinese, English, French 

Special Focus : Community Leadership Room XII 

Moderator: Dr E. Mohs, Minister of Health, Costa Rica 

Interpretation provided in English, French, Spanish 

Special Focus : Policy/managerial Room XI 

Moderator: Professor G. Soberon Avecedo, Minister of Health, Mexico 

Working language : Spanish only 

Special Focus : Policy/managerial Room С.3 

Moderator: Dr T . Bencheikh, Minister of Health, Morocco 

Working language : French only 

Special Focus : Nongovernmental Organizations Room VIII 

Moderator: Dr P. Senanayake, Assistant Secretary-General, International 
Planned Parenthood Federation, London, UK 

Interpretation provided in English, French 

Special Focus: Policy/Managerial (Intersectoral) Room A.206 

Moderator: Dr 0. Ransome Kuti, Minister of Health, Nigeria 

Working language : English only 

Special Focus : Policy/Managerial (District) Room F.3 

Moderator: Dr A . Khalid bin Sahan, Director-General of Health, Malaysia 

Working language : English only 



4 . Registration 

Those participants in the World Health Assembly who wish to take part in the 
Technical Discussions are requested to complete the attached registration form and bring 
it to the Technical Discussions Registration Desk in the Palais des Nations from 
Saturday 30 April 1988 onwards between 8.30 and 14.00 hours. 

The indication of the preferred language for the working groups will facilitate the 
advance organization of the groups. Participants will be informed of the working group 
and the meeting room to which he/she has been assigned at the beginning of the World 
Health Assembly. A notice to this effect will be attached to the World Health Assembly 
Journal on Wednesday, 4 May 1988. 



REGISTRATION FORM 

Forty-first World Health Assembly 

Technical Discussions 

5 and 7 May 1988 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 

Attendance at the Technical Discussions is open to all participants invited to the 
World Health Assembly in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Health Assembly. Those wishing to take part are kindly requested to fully complete this 
registration form and bring it to the Technical Discussions Registration Desk at the 
Palais des Nations. 

Family name (surname): 

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed) 

First name : 

Title: Professor/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss (delete which is not applicable) I I M I I F 

Member of delegation of (country): 

Title or function and name of Ministry, Research Institute, International Organization, 
NGO or other organization: 

Professional background or expertise: 

Preferred language of working group 1st choice 2nd choice 

Arabic • 
Chinese • • 
English • • 
French О • 
Russian 1 1 1 1 

Spanish ЦП I I 

N.B. It is important to indicate the preferred language as the majority of working 
groups will conduct their discussions in one language. 


