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This progress report is a follow-up to those provided by the 
Director-General to the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth World Health 
Assemblies (documents A39/24 of 7 May 1986 and A40/10 of 23 April 
1987). 

The three research centres concerned were designated as WHO 
collaborating centres in primary health care research in response 
to requests contained in World Health Assembly resolutions 
WHA35.15 (1982) and WHA36.27 (1983). 

A technical review of the work of the three centres and an 
assessment of their achievements and impact has been undertaken 
during the past year. The report of that review is contained in 
document A41/INF.DOC./3. 

1. All three centres were in operation throughout the period May 1987 to April 1988 
under the arrangements that have been in operation since they were designated as WHO 
collaborating centres in 1985 and 1986. 

2. While the Director-General of WHO retains direct responsibility for technical 
supervision of the centres, the management of project activities is carried out on behalf 
of WHO by the UNDP Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People. Each of the 
centres is an integral part of the health services of the territory in which it is 
situated, these health services being currently the responsibility of the government. 
Each centre is directed by a senior Palestinian physician and entirely staffed by 
Palestinian physicians and other health professionals. WHO's contribution is financial 
as well as technical and, as in past years, it has been funded from the 
Director-General's Development Programme. WHO recognizes and appreciates the important 
role played by each of its partners in the work of the centres. 

3. In December 1987, at the request of the Director-General, a mission consisting of a 
senior WHO consultant and one staff member from WHO headquarters undertook an assessment 
of the achievements arid impact of the centres. At that time the Health Manpower 
Development Centre had been functioning for one-and-a-half years, the Gaza Health 
Services Research Centre for nearly two years and the Ramallah Health Services Research 
Centre for two-and-a-half years. The mission has reported to the Director-General who is 
submitting the report to the Health Assembly as document A41/INF.DOC./3. The 

Director-General considers the report of the assessment mission to be extremely positive 
and he accepts its substantial and constructive recommendations, in particular the first 
recommendation as follows : 

"continuing and, if possible, increasing technical and financial support be provided 
to each of the WHO centres, with UNDP remaining in its present managerial role. As 
this role grows more complex it will be necessary for it to become the full time 
responsibility of a WHO staff member in the UNDP office". 
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4. As the report of the assessment mission makes clear, the studies carried out at the 
centres on a wide range of subjects, such as maternal and child health, including risk 
factors in pregnancy, immunization patterns, risk factors in cardiovascular disease, the 
health and health education of schoolchildren, and basic information concerning available 
and needed health manpower, are gradually producing valuable data, highly relevant to the 
future planning of the health services and improvements therein. Equally important is 
the fact that there is definite evidence that the authorities concerned, i.e., both the 
Palestinian health leaders and the chief medical officers of the two areas and their 
advisers, are ready to use the evidence from the data collected to bring about needed and 
desired changes in the services. Some of these changes are already under way in both the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

5. The work of the centres to date is clearly resulting in the opening up of a genuine 
opportunity for WHO to contribute to medium- and long-term improvement in the health care 
services of the population concerned, using a research and development approach. The 
centres are also serving to reduce, to some degree, the isolation of health professionals 
in the areas concerned and bring them into touch with people and ideas through WHO's 
worldwide network. 

6. The Director-General believes that this work should continue and expand. He draws 
the Health Assembly's attention to the clear need for additional financial support to 
enable this to take place. 


