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Note: In this provisional verbatim record speeches delivered in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 
or Spanish are reproduced in the language used by the speaker; speeches delivered in other languages are 
given in the English or French interpretation. The final verbatim records will subsequently be issued in 

ѕер гаte English, French, Russian and Spanish versions. 

This record is regarded as provisional because the texts of speeches have not yet been approved by the 
speakers. Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the Conference Officer or 

sent to the Records Service (Room 4013, WHO headquarters), in writing, before the end of the session. 
Alternatively, they may be forwarded to Chief, Office of Publications, World Health Organization, 
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland before 1 July 1987. 

Note : Le présent compte rendu in extenso provisoire reproduit dans la langue utilisée par l'orateur les 

discours prononcés en anglais, arabe, chinois, espagnol, français ou russe, et dans leur interprétation 
anglaise ou française les discours prononcés dans d'autres langues. Les comptes rendus définitifs paraîtront 
ultérieurement dans des documents distincts en anglais, espagnol, français et russe. 

Ce compte rendu est considéré comme un document provisoire, le texte des interventions n'ayant pas 
encore été approuvé par les auteurs de celles -ci. Les rectifications à inclure dans la version définitive 
doivent, jusqu'à la fin de la session, soit être remises par écrit à l'Administrateur du service des Confé- 
rences, soit être envoyées au service des Comptes rendus (bureau 4013, Siège de l'OМS). Elles peuvent aussi 
être adressées au Chef du Bureau des Publications, Organisation mondiale de la Santé, 1211 Genève 27, cela 
avant le ter juillet 1987. 

Примечание: B настоящем предварительнoм стенографическом отчете o заседании выступления на английском, 
арабском, испанском, китайском, русском или французском языках воспроизводятся на языке оратора; выступ- 
ления на других языках воспроизводятся в переводе на английский или французский язык. Впоследствии 
стеногрaммы заседания будут изданы отдельно на английском, испанском, русском и францyзском языках. 

Настоящий протокол является предварительиъм, так как тексты выступлений еще не были одобрены доклад- 
чикaми. Поправки для включения в окончательный вариант протокола должны быть представлены в письменном 
виде сотруднику по обслуживанию конференций или направлены в Отдел документации (комната 4013, штаб- 
квартира В03) до окончания сессии. Они могут быть также вручены до 1 июля 1987 r. заведующему редакционно- 
издательскими службами, Всемирнaя организация здравоохранения, 1211 Женева 27, швейцария. 

Nota: En la presente acta taquigráfica provisional, los discursos pronunciados en árabe, chino, español, 

francés, inglés o ruso se reproducen en el idioma utilizado por el orador. De los pronunciados en otros 

idiomas se reproduce la interpretación al francés o al inglés. Las actas taquigráficas definitivas apare- 
cerán posteriormente en versiones separadas en español, francés, ínglés y ruso. 

La presente acta tiene un carácter provisional porque los textos de los discursos no han sido aún apro- 

bados por los oradores. Las correcciones que hayan de incluirse en la versión definitiva deberán entregarse, 

por escrito, al Oficial de Conferencias o enviarse al Servicio de Actas (despacho 4013, sede de la OMS) antes 

de que termine la reunión. A partir de ese momento, pueden enviarse al Jefe de la Oficina de Publicaciones, 
Organización Mundial de la Salud, 1211 Ginebra 27, Suiza, antes del 1 de julio de 1987. 
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CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

CLOTURE DE LA SESSION 

ЭAКNТиЕ CECC ni 
CLAUSURA DE LA REUNION 

.1_J ) .. ) 

The PRESIDENT: 

This is now the closing plenary meeting. Several delegations have asked for the floor. 
The first speaker on my list is the delegate of Zaire, whom I invite to the rostrum. You 
have the floor, distinguished delegate of Zaire. 

Le Professeur NGANDU- KABEYA (Zaïre) : 

Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Directeur général, Excellences, distingués délégués, 
au moment oú la Quarantième Assemb éе mondiale de la Santé va clore ses travaux, c'est pour 
mon pays, c'est pour mon Gouvernement et pour moi -même un très grand honneur de prendre la 
parole au nom des Etats Membres de la Région africaine de l'OMS. 

Monsieur le Président, les Etats Membres de la Région africaine vous félicitent et féli- 
citent tous les membres de votre bureau pour la manière calme, presque sereine, pour la tolé- 
rance et la patience, pour la disponibilité et la compétence dont vous avez fait preuve au 
cours du déroulement de nos travaux. 

Notre Région remercie les membres du Conseil exécutif et le Directeur général pour les 
efforts qu'ils ont fournis pour la préparation de la Quarantième Assemblée de notre 
Organisation. 

Monsieur le Président, les délégations de notre Région rendent ici un hommage fait de 

félicitations et de remerciements au Directeur régional de l'OMS, le Professeur Monekosso, pour 
les actions qu'il a déjà menées dans notre Région. Nous lui disons ici tout notre encouragement 
pour qu'il poursuive l'action bien dynamique qu'il a entreprise en Afrique au sud du Sahara. 

Devant cette haute Assembide, nous assurons tous le Directeur régional de l'OMS pour l'Afrique 
de notre collaboration et de notre appui. 

Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Directeur général, les sujets débattus pendant les 
séances plénières et dans les commissions au cours de cette Quarantième Assemblde mondiale ont 
été très importants pour la Région africaine, partie intégrante du tiers monde. Vous aurez cer- 

tainement compris, Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Directeur général, l'attachement, la 

minutie et une certaine verve que nos délégations ont mis à l'analyse des rapports du Conseil 
exécutif, du rapport du Directeur général, du projet de budget et bien entendu de toutes les 

résolutions qui nous ont été présentés. 
Sans entrer dans les détails, nous voudrions continuer à souligner ici, devant cette 

grande Assemblée, que le problème du budget qui sera octroyé à notre Région et le problème du 
SIDA ont été une grande préoccupation pour nous. Les problèmes du développement des personnels 
de santé, de la lutte contre les maladies diarrhéiques de l'enfance, de la lutte contre les 

grandes endémies tropicales et de la santé de la mère restent toujours au premier plan de notre 
lutte pour la réalisation de l'objectif que notre Organisation s'est fixé pour l'an 2000 : la 

santé pour tous. 
C'est pourquoi dans notre Région, avec l'appui de l'OMS, avec l'appui des coopérations 

bilatérales et celui des organisations non gouvernementales, mais surtout avec la coordination 
régionale et sur la base de notre solidarité devant l'ennemi commun, nous sommes convaincus, 

Monsieur le Président, que nous vaincrons et que l'apport de l'Afrique à la promotion de la 

santé du monde sera très positif. 
Monsieur le Président, nous remercions l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé, l'Organisation 

de l'Unité africaine, la conférence des pays non alignés, tous les pays amis, toutes les orga- 
nisations pour leur contribution. 

Nous sommes engagés dans une lutte pour laquelle nous avons la conviction de vaincre. 
En attendant de nous retrouver pour le quarantième anniversaire de l'OMS et la Quarante et 

Unième Assemblée mondiale de la Santé, ma Région souhaite à toutes les autres un travail 
fructueux, de réels progrès sur la voie de la santé pour tous nos peuples. 
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The PRESIDENT: 

Thank you, Professor Ngandu-Kabeya. Thank you very much for your kind and stimulating 

words. I now invite Dr Hosein, the distinguished delegate of Trinidad and Tobago, to come to 
the rostrum. 

Dr HOSEIN (Trinidad and Tobago): 

Mr President, Vice -Presidents, Director -General, distinguished delegates: for many of 

you this ceremony marks the end of yet another Health Assembly. For me, the occasion marks 
the end of the first World Health Assembly that I have attended. It is therefore a 
particular honour to have been selected by the delegations of the Region of the Americas as 
Vice -President of this Assembly and to speak on their behalf at this closing ceremony. Му 
colleagues, I thank you. 

The congratulations and expressions of confidence extended to you, Mr President, at the 
commencement of this Assembly were not misplaced. You have guided this Assembly through the 
stormy early days to the relative tranquil waters of this final meeting. 

The principal subject of discussions - the proposed programme budget for 1988 -1989 - has 
been carefully reviewed in a spirit of constructive criticism. The expressions of concern 
regarding the financial problems of our Organization, I am sure, have not fallen on deaf 
ears. We note that there has been a lack of consensus on the delicate issue of the budget 
and the use of casual income. I am nevertheless hopeful that all delegations will return to 
their countries determined to ensure that their Ministries of Finance make payment of the 

agreed assessments. We trust that our Director -General can go forward with the renewed 
confidence generated by our support - not only in words but, hopefully, in dollars as well. 

The countries of the Region of the Americas have appreciated the opportunity provided at 
this Assembly to review the Special Programme on AIDS. We cannot underestimate the 

devastating nature and consequences of this disease, which can be likened to a slowly 
unfolding nuclear disaster. There is the same potential for the destruction of human lives 
and crippling effects on economies and social values. There is now ample evidence that 
Member States are combining their national resources with those of WHO in order to fight this 
pandemic. Resolution WHA40.26 adopted by this Assembly makes reference to integrating 
programmes for the prevention and control of AIDS within health systems based on primary 
health care. Honourable delegates, these must not be idle words. Public information and 
education leading to changes in individual human behaviour are today the chief weapons with 
which we fight the spread of this disease. Primary health care, with its emphasis on 
community participation and personal responsibility for health, has prepared health systems 
and indeed health workers to meet this challenge. 

The subregion of the Caribbean is but a small part of the Region of the Americas; it is 

an even smaller part of the world. However, the people of this region are well known in many 
parts of the world - in some countries we have become residents; in others, we are better 

known as athletes, soccer players and cricketers; and we have also brought to many corners 
of the world our special brand of music arid song - the steel band, calypso and reggae. Under 

the umbrella of the Caribbean Cooperation in Health we are now united in the cause of health 
for all, sincerely believing that we can successfully achieve together what is proving to be 

difficult for individual territories. Just as "no man is an island ", so our group of small 
countries realizes that in this respect we can collectively reach out to fuse ourselves as a 

piece of the continent, a part of the main. And so we are pleased to follow the example set 
by the several Central American States which signed the San José Declaration which culminated 
in the Contadora /Health for Peace in Central America and Panama, and which have united 
together to march in solidarity towards the goal of health for all. 

The Region of the Americas also unanimously supported the candidature of my counterpart, 
Professor Roberto Figueira Santos of Brazil, as a member of the Executive Board, and we now 
congratulate him on his election. We also wish to congratulate our Regional Director, 
Dr Carlyle Guerra de Macedo, on his splendid work in the Region over the years, and we look 
forward to working with him in future. 

My colleagues, through health, through unity, and in particular through these regional 
initiatives, one can see progress towards a more peaceful world. This challenge of peace 
leads us to conclude this Assembly on a joyful note - one which will carry us forward into 
the next year, arid to celebrate meaningfully the fortieth birthday of our Organization. What 
better birthday present can we give to this planet earth than our united efforts to achieve 
health for all - a socioeconomic resolve providing many benefits to all our societies. 

Mr President, Mr Director -General, members of the Secretariat, interpreters, conference 
staff, housekeepers of this "Palace of Nations" - we, the delegates of the Region of the 
Americas, thank you for your diligent work during these past two weeks. Fellow delegates, 
may peace and love go with you all as you travel safely to your homes. 
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The PRESIDENT: 

Thank you very much indeed, Dr Hosein. And now I invite the distinguished delegate of 
Indonesia, Dr Hapsara, to come to the rostrum. Dr Hapsara, you have the floor. 

Dr HAPSARA (Indonesia): 

Mr President, Vice -Presidents, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, we have 

now reached the end of two weeks of intensive discussions and deliberations at this fortieth 
session of the Health Assembly. I would like to congratulate you, Mr President, on behalf of 
the 11 Member States of South -East Asia on your able and wise conduct of the Assembly. With 
your gentle and informed guidance we have addressed ourselves to a wide range of subjects 
which are of basic concern to all humanity. We have been able to solve our differences in a 
spirit of mutual understanding. I have always personally found the discussions and debates 
at Assembly sessions very constructive and meaningful, and this year you have guided us with 
great patience and wisdom. I offer my sincere thanks for this onerous task discharged by you. 

Mr President, the address by the Director -General was scintillating. He has posed a 
number of important questions and also showed us the way to solve the problems facing the 
Organization and its Member States, and to a realistic and pragmatic approach. His guiding 
light and spirit, particularly at the current juncture of financial crisis facing Member 
States, as well as the Organization, will prove to be valuable. In his address he 

specifically referred, among other things, to the regional arrangements. I wish to assure 

him on behalf of the Member States of the South -East Asia Region that we do not consider our 
Region to be misguidedly independent of the Organization. We form part of the international 

family of nations, and have always had this at the back of our mind. I would like to 
congratulate the Director -General once again on the brilliant leadership he has continued to 

provide to the Organization and its Member States. 
We would like to assure the Organization and all Member States that we in South -East 

Asia fully subscribe to the World Health Organization's health value system and the policies 
decided globally at the Assembly, and shall strive to the best of our ability to translate 

these policies into concrete and meaningful action for the health development of our 

peoples. As health development is an integral part of overall development, the challenge we 

are facing now should be viewed from the wider scope of community development in support of 
health programmes. Here I would also like to state that all of our countries, following the 

emphasis placed by the Director -General on targeting for health for all have in the recent 
past embarked on developing or strengthening district health systems. 

Mr President, the global financial future is a little dark at this juncture. In our 
Region all Member countries are developing countries and, therefore, are greatly concerned 

about the inadequate resources of all types of meaningful health development in the light of 
our national strategies. We are grateful for the guidance and support that we have received 
from WHO, as well as the financial support which we get from the various international, 
multilateral and bilateral organizations. We would like to assure one and all - through you, 
Mr President - of our intention to use all available resources in a very positive and careful 
manner. This will support our available resources so as to optimize the net health effects of 
investment. I would like to mention in passing that we in South -East Asia have adopted the 
regional programme budget policy broadly on the lines suggested by the Director -General and 
have followed the principles laid down therein in formulating the programme budget for 
1988 -1989. 

In our Region, even though - luckily - AIDS is perhaps not yet a major public health 
problem in terms of numbers and magnitude, countries are treating the problem seriously. 
They are alert, and would like to introduce measures within their own financial means to 
protect the population and to promote health education and other measures to prevent the 
spread of AIDS. 

Many of our countries have devoted a large amount of resources to the development of 
manpower, and within our own regional groups we are strengthening mutual cooperation through 
the use of certain technical cooperation mechanisms. In some countries intensive efforts are 
being made to mobilize commitment and support for achieving health for all by the year 2000, 
especially from various health and medical professionals. A large number of innovative 
efforts to provide better health care are also being undertaken, and we would be willing to 

share information about such measures with other Member countries of the Region if they so 
desire. 

The subject for Technical Discussions this year was not only timely but very 
appropriate. I am sure they will help us in seeking comprehensive solutions to our problems, 
taking into account both economic considerations as well as the importance of humanitarian 
values. 
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I would like to place on record also our sincere appreciation to Dr Ko Ko, our Regional 
Director, and his devoted team of officials in the Regional Office, for close and meaningful 
technical cooperation and patient understanding of the difficulties faced by us in our 
Region. The collective managerial experience at the Regional Office, coupled with the 
scientific expertise available from headquarters and all the resources that WHO has to offer, 
plays, and continues to play, a crucial role in the health development process in our Region. 

Mr President, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, at the end of his address 
on 5 May 1987, Dr Mahler stressed the importance of the World Health Organization's 
willingness to cooperate worldwide, and stated that WHO will lead the people of the world 
health for all by the year 2000 - and beyond. I must underline the words "will" and "beyond 
the year 2000 ". Although for some this hope might seem too optimistic, in view of our past 
experiences and with our health conscience, creativity, and commitment to health development, 
I fully agree with the Director -General in his optimism for the future. I fully believe the 
Organization has a significant role to play in the onward quest for the total development of 
all human beings. 

In conclusion, I wish all delegations a safe journey home and futher success in their 
efforts. 

The PRESIDENT: 

I thank Dr Hapsara and invite Sir John Reid, of the United Kingdom, to come to the 

rostrum. You have the floor, Sir. 

Sir John REID (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): Mr President, 

Director -General and friends, it is in the nature of my personal Celtic culture to be brief. 
But I can assure you that brevity implies no lack of warmth or sincerity. I shall 

accordingly in these terms endeavour to address my friends in the Assembly on behalf of the 
Member States of the European Region of our Organization. 

Mr President, we were glad that it was our Region's turn to occupy the supreme chair of 
this Assembly, because we well knew that we had an outstanding candidate to occupy it. You 

have more than fully lived up to the expectations of the European Region and to those of the 
other five regions. You have been ably assisted by the Vice -Presidents and by the Chairmen, 
Vice - Chairmen and Rapporteurs of Committees A and B. To you, and to all of them, we offer 
our congratulations and our thanks. 

Turning to the Director -General and the Secretariat - they have a truly Herculean task 
to perform, made worse by the impossible demands that we sometimes make on them. At home, 
many of us are the secretariat and, faced with equal demands, I wonder how many of us would 
be capable of responding with such competence and, usually, equanimity. It is the task of 

the Secretariat to be both the servants of our Organization and the custodians of its 

standards and its integrity. That is, above all, true of the post of the Director -General. 
For the incumbent of that post is the keystone of the edifice on which the success, or 

failure, of our Organization depends. Our Organization is clearly a success and it must, for 
the sake of humanity, continue thus. 

Mу thanks, on behalf of the European Region, extend to every single member of the 

Secretariat. They also extend to the interpreters, translators and précis -writers. For all 
of them, especialy with my somewhat fractured English, I have the highest regard. They 

continue to bring order to our tower of Babel and to reflect faithfully the fine nuances 
between linguistic usage in our working languages. Mу thanks, in fact, extend to all. And 

perhaps I might specifically mention the huissiers for their unfailing helpfulness to 

delegates. 
Mr President, I do not propose to expand upon the business which we have conducted in 

the course of the past two weeks. Eight days ago, at the award ceremony, I had the 
opportunity of reflecting from this rostrum for the benefit of the spirit of that great 

internationalist, Léon Bernard, on aspects of our Organization and its work, and I do not 
intend to repeat the heartfelt remarks which I made at that time. Let me simply say this: 
it would be idle to pretend that this has been an easy Assembly, yet at the end of the day 
much has been accomplished and, more particularly, several terrifying pitfalls have either 
been avoided or at least bridged over. Knowing the Director -General's love of zoological 
metaphor, I might add that some of these pitfalls contained both crocodiles and vultures. To 

some of these serious problems we wit have to return at future Assemblies, and it is my 
prayer that the flame of consensus will continue to burn, even if a chill economic or other 
wind may on occasion cause it to flicker. I believe that the flame of consensus about 
matters concerning the fight for the health and well -being of humanity is an eternal one, and 
we - every one of us - are the guardians of that sacred flame. As such, we must be prepared 
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to fight in order to protect it, and any fight involves sacrifice - not least in acting not 
in our individual, selfish interests, but on behalf of all of womankind and of mankind. 

Mr President, in that spirit, and on behalf of the nations of the European Region, I 

wish "bon voyage" to all who are at this Assembly, together with health not merely to the 

year 2000, but far beyond that magical date. 

The PRESIDENT: 

Thank you very much indeed, Sir John Reid. And I now invite His Excellency, Mr Benhima, 

Ambassador of Morocco, to come to the rostrum. You have the floor, sir. 

Mr BENHIMA (Morocco): ( ‚rядJ1 ) L 
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The PRESIDENT: 

Thank you very much, Mr Benhima, I now invite to the rostrum Dr Tapa, the distinguished 
delegate of Tonga. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga): 

Mr President, Director -General, honourable Vice -Presidents, Deputy Director -General, 
honourable delegates, Regional Directors, excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, I consider it a 
great honour and privilege for the Kingdom of Tonga to address the closing session of the 
Fortieth World Health Assembly on behalf of the Member States of the Western Pacific Region. 

At the beginning of this Assembly, Dr Mahler called on all of us to believe in the WHO 
health value system and to put it into practice in our domestic affairs. He noted that for 
this to occur, our Organization needs a high degree of political tranquillity, a reasonable 
state of financial security and the responsible management of its own resources. 

During the past two weeks, we have debated and adopted our programme budget. We all 
realize the great constraints. Yet I am convinced that we can overcome. And we will 
overcome because we have the determination to do so. We can succeed only if we can maintain 
our value system, use effectively our very scarce resources and develop our managerial 
capabilities. 
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Mr President, this Assembly has also highlighted our common concern for AIDS as the most 
urgent challenge to international public health. Our Region will certainly do its best to 

contribute to the fight against this disease. We must all be vigilant and support the 

worldwide struggle against AIDS in conformity with WHO's strategy. 
Mr President, the Technical Discussions gave us an opportunity to consider and exchange 

ideas on a wide range of economic and financial issues affecting the health sector. A set of 
recommendations have been identified and a call for commitment and action has been launched. 
As we go back to our respective countries we can only hope that we shall apply the lessons 
learned. I am sure we all will because we have the courage and determination to do so. 

Mr President, allow me to express on this occasion to you and all the officers of the 
Fortieth World Health Assembly our sincerest appreciation for the efficient and excellent 
manner in which you and your colleagues have conducted the deliberations of this Assembly. 

I wish also, on behalf of all the distinguished delegates from the Western Pacific 
Region, to express our thanks to the Director -General, the Deputy Director -General, the 
Assistant Directors -General and the Regional Directors, particularly Dr Nakajima, our 
Regional Director for the Western Pacific, who has always given us his time and support. We 
also wish to thank the Secretariat and all those behind the scenes, the interpreters, those 
who produced the documents and all those who have made the operation of this Assembly a 

success. I join the other Regions in expresing our thanks to the Swiss Government for its 

hospitality and for making our stay in this lovely city again a memorable one. 
Mr President, distinguished delegates, we bid you au revoir and a pleasant journey 

home. Tо the Director -General and the Secretariat, we say good -bye. 

The PRESIDENT: 

Thank you very much, Dr Tapa. Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and 

gentlemen, colleagues and friends, the Fortieth World Health Assembly is drawing to a close 
and it is my privilege to address you again. We have lived two eventful weeks together, two 

weeks which have reconfirmed the very special spirit of our Organization with a feeling of 
solidarity in the pursuit of our common goal, based on the accepted value system of the 
Organization. This feeling of solidarity has allowed us to express our views frankly. I am 
sure to speak on behalf of all members of this Assembly when I express the hope that 
solidarity and harmony will continue to prevail. It is thanks to your support and 
cooperation that we have accomplished together all the important tasks assigned to us in our 
agenda. 

We have dealt with many important issues and taken a number of important decisions for 
constructive action to be taken in order to strengthen our collaborative efforts to reach 
health for all by the year 2000. But one of our main tasks this year was the review of the 
proposed programme budget for the financial period 1988 -1989. We have together arrived at a 
workable programme budget, thus reconfirming our confidence in our Organization and in its 

goal. We all know that for a variety of reasons the discussions have been a bit more 
difficult than usual. But we also all know that, related to the still huge health problems 

all over the world and especially in the developing countries, and related to the time -scale 
we have set, far more money and manpower is needed. 

Anybody who has listened to the statements of the delegations on the health status of 
their countries must be convinced that much effort must be given on all levels, global, 

regional and national, to persuade our peoples and our governments that investment in health 
care, and especially primary health care, is a condition sine qua non for attaining our 
goal - a healthier world, or at least a world less stricken by serious sufferings from major 
and, technically speaking, avoidable diseases. 

We have indeed many reasons to be proud of what WHO has accomplished in the past 
40 years, but we in the health field must be prepared to fight for the right of the peoples 

to a healthier life - as our Director -General has called for. This, the Fortieth World 
Health Assembly, seems to me the very right moment to call for further strengthening the wave 
of enthusiasm for our common health policy - health for all. We have confidence in our value 
system and our policy, and we therefore have to push forward and should not give in, however 

serious and bad constraints at this moment seem to be. 

Next year we will have a very special Assembly, as we will celebrate the fortieth 
anniversary of our Organization and the tenth anniversary of the Alma -Ata Declaration. This 
will be an occasion to mobilize individuals, nongovernmental organizations, professional 
associations and governments worldwide for action for health development. It will also be a 
welcome opportunity to focus attention on achievements as well as present and future 
aspirations of our Organization. Let us all work hard in sending out our messages of health, 
equity and peace and in preparing to make the Forty -first World Health Assembly the splendid 
historic manifestation of worldwide solidarity which the Director -General has called for. 

AIDS has retained much of our attention during this Assembly, and a very important 

resolution was passed which illustrates our capacity for international collaboration. We can 
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be very satisfied with the way our Organization has responded to this pandemic during the 
last twelve months. A worldwide emergency is clearly on our hands. We need to take action 
now, fully aware that there will be a dramatic rise of new cases over the next few years 
whatever we do, since no treatment or vaccine is likely to be developed within the near 
future. The global strategy to combat AIDS has received our full support and we have clearly 
reasserted WHO's international, directing and coordinating role. However, whatever our 
concerns are on AIDS, we must not forget that there are other urgent health problems and we 
must ensure that all the other priority programmes of our Organization are accorded due 
attention. 

As I mentioned in my speech of welcome, we are living in a world of unfavourable 
economic trends resulting in dwindling resources for health and also in negative effects on 
the health situation, especially for the socioeconomically disadvantaged groups. The 
Technical Discussions on "economic support for national health for all strategies" were 
therefore particularly timely. Far from being academic and theoretical, they produced a 
number of specific recommendations which would help mobilize economic support for health, in 
particular for the poor and the vulnerable. There is indeed a very complicated relationship 
between health and economics. We have recognized that there are limits to growth in resources 
allocated to health, but there are also severe limits to the reductions which can be made 
without serious consequences both for health and for socioeconomic development. The call for 
commitment and action is a stimulus for all of us, on our return home, to review the 
recommendations in the light of our specific national situations and take appropriate action. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have awarded prizes to four persons each of whom in his or her 
field has shown leadership in health. Let that be a reminder to all of us that each one of 
us carries a personal responsibility both for the health of the world and for the health of 
our Organization. 

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, before concluding our work, I wish to 
acknowledge with sincere thanks your support and active participation which ensured the 
success of this Fortieth World Health Assembly. I further wish to express my appreciation to 
the representatives of the Executive Board, and especially to its Chairman, Dr Uthai Sudsukh, 
for his valuable contribution to the work of the Assembly. The Vice- Presidents have assisted 
me most capably and greatly facilitated my task, and I wish to put on record my sincere 
thanks to them. I also extend my thanks to the Chairman of Committee A, Dr Fernando, and to 
the Chairman of Committee B, Dr Cumming, who so ably conducted the debates in their 
respective committees and made it possible for us to terminate our Assembly in good time. 

A very special and warm word of thanks goes to Dr Mahler, the Director- General of our 
Organization. He clearly hails from the village of Vivild, meaning "we will" and not from 
Elsinore, the town of Hamlet. His determination and courage in defending the ideals of our 
Organization, ensuring its integrity and prodding it to action, forces our admiration. Thank 
you, Dr Mahler. I also extend my sincere thanks to the Deputy Director -General, Dr Lambo, 
who guidance and support I highly appreciate. Mу gratitude also goes to all the members of 
the Secretariat who contributed to the smooth running of our Assembly, including the 
interpreters who have made it possible for us to speak together and to understand each other 
and all the persons who have worked behind the scene. Finally, I want to thank the six 
previous speakers from all the Regions for the kind words they addressed to me and to the 
Vice -Presidents. 

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, friends, before I close, I wish to thank you all 
for giving me the opportunity to preside over the World Health Assembly. It is an awesome 
task to chair such an august meeting, but you have once again lived up to the reputation of 
the World Health Organization, which is one of understanding, sharing and collaboration - an 
organization which works towards its targets with determination and perseverance. One of you 
mentioned that one of the main outcomes of World Health Assemblies was that we all learn from 
each other. Maybe we could consider our Assembly as a global school for health development, 
where we all enrich our knowledge - and share information on health: On the eve of the 
fortieth anniversary of our organization we should all go home and adapt what we have learned 
with renewed vigour and reaffirmed faith. May "health for all: all for health" be more than 
a slogan. Let it become a living reality. In wishing each one of you a happy journey home, 
I declare closed the Fortieth World Health Assembly. 

The session closed at 18h05. 

La session est close à 18h05. 

заседание заканчивается в 18 ч. 05 м. 

Se clausura la reunión a las 18.05 horas. 
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