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1. The Executive Board at its eighty-fourth session, responding to a proposal by the 
Director-General to reschedule future sessions of the Health Assembly to October, decided 
that the views of the regional committees should be sought at their 1989 sessions, and 
that a report consolidating these views should be submitted to the Board at its 
eighty-fifth session. The Director-General sought the views of the Programme 
Committee on the questions to be considered by the regional committees and on the issues 
to be covered in the document to be submitted to the Board. 

2. The Programme Committee suggested that various alternative scenarios of rescheduling 
the sessions of the Health Assembly should be presented to the Board. A comparative 
schedule of meetings of the various governing bodies, and of the management bodies of the 
special programmes, should be provided for each alternative scenario. The regional 
committees should be presented with a comprehensive paper taking up the issues reviewed 
by the Programme.Committee and outlining the implications of each different cycle of 
meetings. The paper should include preliminary views on how a smooth transition from the 
current cycle to a rescheduled cycle could be achieved. 

3. The Committee recommended that all Member States, through the regional committees, 
should give their views on such rescheduling, and on the possibility of the attendance of 
their ministers of health at Health Assemblies in the event of rescheduling. The 
Committee concluded that the Board members should approach the issue with a completely 
open mind in order to reach a decision that would be in the best interests of the 
Organization. 
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