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FORTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 11 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE REPORTS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
ON ITS SEVENTY-EIGHTH AND SEVENTY-NINTH SESSIONS 

1. Introduction 

1.1 At its sixty-sixth session, in May 1980, the Executive Board decided^- that the 
statement to the Health Assembly in plenary meeting by the representative of the Executive 
Board on the work of the Board during its two preceding sessions should be prepared in 
writing and distributed prior to the Health Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision, the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Fortieth World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the Board at 
its seventy-eighth and seventy-ninth sessions• The representative of the Executive Board, in 
an oral statement to the plenary meeting, will highlight the discussions and the decisions 
taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions• 

2. Seventy-eighth session of the Executive Board 

2.1 At its seventy-eighth session (19-20 May 1986), the Executive Board dealt with a number 
of procedural matters, including the election of its office holders and the filling of 
vacancies on some of its committees and working groups• 

2.2 After hearing reports of its four representatives to the Thirty-ninth World Health 
Assembly, the Board expressed its appreciation of the work accomplished by the 
representatives. It agreed that its Programme Committee should examine some aspects of the 
method of work of the Health Assembly as highlighted by the four representatives. 

2.3 A number of reports^ on expert committee and study group meetings were brought to the 
Board

1

 s attention, at both its seventy-eighth and seventy-ninth sessions, and the 
Director-General was requested to follow up the experts

1

 recommendations in the 
implementation of the Organization

1

s programme, bearing in mind the discussions in the Board. 

2.4 The Board appointed Dr A.C. Neri as General Chairman of the Technical Discussions to be 
held at the current Health Assembly on "Economic support for national health for all 
strategies". It selected "Leadership development for health for all" as the subject for the 
Technical Discussions at the Forty-first World Health Assembly. 
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 Decision EB66(1). 

2 WHO Expert Committees on; Control of Schistosomiasis, WHO Technical Report Series 
(TRS), No. 728, 1985; Community Prevention and Control of Cardiovascular Diseases, TRS 

No. 732, 1986; Drug Dependence, twenty-second report, TRS No. 729, 1985; Venereal Diseases 
and Treponematoses, sixth report, TRS No. 736, 1986; Malaria, eighteenth report, TRS 
No. 735, 1986; Epidemiology and Control of African Trypanosomiasis, TRS No. 739, 1986; 
Vector Biology and Control, tenth report (Resistance of vectors and reservoirs of disease to 
Pesticides), TRS No, 737, 1986; Occupational Health for Working Women, WHO document 
WHO/OCH/86.1 (1986). The Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Brucellosis, sixth report, TRS 
No. 740, 1986. The Joint FAO/WHO Committee on Food Additives, twenty-ninth report, TRS 
No. 733, 1986. WHO Study Groups on; Recommended Health-based Limits in Occupational 
Exposure to Selected Mineral Dusts (Silica, coal), TRS No, 734, 1986; Young People and 
"Health for All by the Year 2000" (Young people

1

s health - a challenge for society), TRS 
No. 731, 1986; Diabetes Mellitus, TRS No. 727, 1985; Regulatory Mechanisms for Nursing 
Training and Practice: Meeting Primary Health Care Needs, TRS No. 738, 1986. 



3. Seventy-ninth session of the Executive Board 

3.1 The review of the prop.osed programme budget for the financial period 1988-1989 was the 
most important item on the agenda of the Board's seventy-ninth session (12-23 January 1987). 
Concurrently, the Board considered the reports of the Regional Directors on significant 
regional developments, including regional committee matters. In view of an expected 
shortfall in the income for the regular budget for 1986-1987, and possibly for 1988-1989, the 
Director-General had to submit to the Board, together with the proposed programme budget for 
1988-1989, another document outlining certain provisional and contingent programme budget 
implementation reductions in those two b i e n n i u m s T h e structure of the Board

1

s report on 
its review of the proposed programme budget is, as usual, arranged in three chapters; 
general policy matters; programme policy matters; and budgetary and financial policy 
matters. 

3.2 Under General Policy Matters (Chapter I) the Board referred to the unprecedented 
difficulties faced by the Organization as a result of the huge expected shortfall in income 
from assessed contributions. However, the crisis facing the Organization was not to be 
construed as a confidence crisis; rather the current situation resulted from a delay by 
several Member States in paying their assessed contributions (see resolution EB79.R21), and 
from unanticipated and substantial fluctuations in currency exchange rates* The Board 
deplored the fact that WHO was being unfairly victimized as part of the general attack on the 
United Nations family, and also that WHO's display of fiscal responsibility in the past had 
led to its budget being struck more severely than those of some other organizations. The 
Board considered various ways of overcoming the adverse financial situation but saw no magic 
solution to the problem. However it strongly urged Member States to discharge punctually and 
in full the financial obligations incumbent upon them as Members of WHO. 

3.3 The Board adopted resolution EB79.R7 recommending to the Fortieth World Health Assembly 
that it should request the regional committees to: (1) review the Director-General

1

s 
introduction to the proposed programme budget for 1988-1989 and the Executive Board

1

s and 
Health Assembly

1

s comments thereon, and (2) report on the outcome of their deliberations to 
the Board so that it could review the action taken by the regional committees and report on 
it to the Forty-first World Health Assembly. 

3.4 The Board also adopted resolution EB79.R9 oil cooperation in programme budgeting, 
requesting the Director-General, inter alia, to continue to submit programme budget proposals 
with a zero budget growth in real terms for the forseeable future, to make explicit in those 
proposals the underlying factors and assumptions of reasonable estimated cost increases and 
to continue his efforts to mobilize extrabudgetary funds• The Board decided to review 
proposed programme budgets prepared along the above-mentioned lines carefully, and to make 
recoramendations on them to the Health Assembly that were the result of a cooperative process 
aimed at reaching consensus• The Board entrusted its Programme Committee with reviewing and 
making recommendations to the Director-General on his proposed guidance to regional offices 
and headquarters on the preparation of the 1990-1991 programme budget and to review in detail 
the global and interregional components of each proposed programme budget• 

3.5 The Board suggested that, in its deliberations, the Fortieth World Health Assembly 
should pay particular attention to the Director-General

1

s introduction to the proposed 
programme budget for 1988-1989, since it outlined critical issues for the Organization's 
future. The Board also requested its Programme Committee to review; (a) opportunities for 
strengthening relations between the regional offices and headquarters； (b) the involvement 
of the Director-General in the appointment of all Regional Directors; and (c) the 
decision-making process regarding the implementation of WHO policies, programmes and 
guidelines in the regions; and to report to the Board on its review at its eighty-first 
session in January 1988. 

3.6 Under Programme Policy Matters (Chapter II), the Board discussed individual programme 
policies under the four broad categories of the Seventh General Programme of Work. The Board 
emphasized the importance of the broad category of programmes on health system 
infrastructure• In connection with health manpower (programme 5), the Board adopted 
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 Document EB79/1987/REC/1, Part II, Annex 1. 
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 Document EB79/1987/REC/1, Part II. 



resolution EB79.R16 in response to concerns expressed at the over-product ion of certain 
categories of health personnel in some countries, while others still faced acute shortages of 
health manpower. It recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution 
underlining the need for WHO action to support countries in redressing current and future 
imbalances in numbers, types and quality of health personnel. In resolution EB79.R8 the 
Board recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution endorsing the 
activities and policies of the diarrhoeal diseases control programme• In resolution EB79.R17 
the Board recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution urging a reduction 
in the use of alcohol in medicines.1 In resolution EB79.R1 the Board requested the 
Director-General to cooperate with Member States in collecting and making available valid 
information on technological developments related to blood, blood products and blood 
substitutes.^ In drawing the Health Assembly

1

s attention to the Director-General
1

s 
report^ on human organ transplantation, the Board considered that, for the present, the 
role of WHO should be limited to the gathering of information on developments and to 
following the situation in countries. In the light of the overall uncertainties surrounding 
the implementat ion of the proposed programme budget for 1988-1989, the utility of identifying 
activities for additional funding from the Director-General

1

 s and Regional Directors
1 

Development Programmes was questioned• However, programme areas of priority concern in the 
African Region were to be kept under careful review. 

3.7 The Board stressed the importance of WHO
1

s role as a neutral authority in guiding and 
coordinating international efforts and resources for the prevention and control of acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)• The magnitude and gravity of threat posed to all Member 
States by that disease complex was of the deepest concern. The Board fully supported the 
priority accorded to prevention and control activities by the Director-General and expressed 
the hope that sufficient extrabudgetary resources would be made available to WHO. 

3.8 During its consideration of Budgetary and Financial Policy Matters (Chapter III), the 
Board endorsed the Director-General

1

s proposal that the effective working budget should be 
reduced by US$ 2 920 000， representing savings resulting from the decision of the United 
Nations General Assembly on the level of pensionable remuneration for professional and 
higher-level staff, and that casual income in the amount of US$ 25 million should be 
appropriated to reduce Members

1

 contributions in the first year of the biennium 1988-1989. 
It agreed that a further review of the financial situation would be necessary in 
January 1988. If sufficient arrears of contributions were received by the end of 1987, an 
additional amount, representing the difference between the amount of casual income actually 
available at the end of 1986 and the US$ 25 million applied to reduce contributions for 1988, 
might be made available to reduce contributions in the second year of the biennium. In view 
of the very sharp fall in the exchange value of the United States dollar in relation to the 
Swiss Franc and some of the major regional office currencies, the Board exceptionally 
recommended that the amount authorized to be charged against casual income to reduce adverse 
effects of currency fluctuations on the programme budget for 1986-1987 should be increased by 
US$ 10 million, to US$ 41 million (resolution EB79.R2). The Board also recommended to the 
Health Assembly the extension to 1988-1989 of the facility whereby the Director-General is 

(a) authorized to charge net additional costs up to US$ 31 million against casual income, and 
(b) requested to transfer to casual income all the net savings resulting from differences 
between the budgetary rates of exchange and the United Nations/WHO accounting rates of 
exchange with respect to the relationship between the United States dollar and the Swiss 
franc and five major regional office currencies (resolution EB79.R3)• 

3.9 The scale of assessments on Member States of WHO follows as closely as possible the 
latest available scale applicable in the United Nations, modified to reflect differences in 
membership. Taking into account the scale of assessments adopted by the Health Assembly in 
resolution WHA39.9, the increase in the total amount of assessed contributions from Member 
States for 1988-1989 will be 25.64% over assessed contributions for 1986-1987. However, 
after having applied the appropriated US$ 25 million of casual income in the first year of 
the biennium 1988-1989, the increase for 1988 over 1987 will be only 20.45%. In conclusion, 
the Board endorsed an effective working budget of US$ 633 980 000, representing an increase 
of 16.69% over the approved 1986-1987 effective working budget (resolution EB79.R4). 
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 See document EB79/1987/REC/1， Part I， Annex 8. 
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3.10 The Board reappointed Dr Carlyle Guerra de Macedo as Regional Director for the 
Americas, for a period of four years as from 1 February 1987 and 
Dr Hussein Abdul-Razzaq Gezairy as Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, for a 
period of five years as from 1 September 1987. 

3.11 The Board considered a report on the progress made in implementing the Global Strategy 
for Health for All by the Year 2000， in which were highlighted some of the activities 
undertaken in areas identified by the Executive Board and the Health Assembly as meriting 
further action. The Board agreed with a proposal made by the Director-General that its 
Programme Committee should consider procedures for reporting to the governing bodies on the 
progress of implementation of the Global Strategy. 

3
e
12 The Programme Committee of the Board had considered and revised the draft material 

presented by the Director-General for the Eighth General Programme of Work (covering the 
period 1990-1995 inclusive). The Eighth General Programme of Work will reflect activities at 
different levels of the Organization - country, regional and global - and will incorporate a 
few changes in the classified list of programmes. The Board endorsed the draft Eighth 
General Programme of Work with a few changes and submitted it for approval to the Fortieth World 
Health Assembly (resolution EB79.R18)• The Board reviewed the report of its Programme 
Committee on the method of work of the Health Assembly^- and recommended that the Health 
Assembly should amend some of its rules of procedure (resolution EB79.R20)• 

3.13 The Board noted a statement by a representative of the WHO Staff Associations and 
commented favourably on the quality of the WHO staff, agreeing that it was unjust to include 
it in the current criticism of United Nations staff, since WHO was a unique Organization. 
The Board confirmed the amendments to the Staff Rules made by the Director-General 
(resolution EB79.R11), thereby putting into effect in WHO revisions to the assessment rates 
for the salaries of general service and professional categories of staff and directors.^ 

As a further consequence of the revision of assessment rates for the professional and higher 
categories, the Board recommended to the Health Assembly modifications to the salaries of 
staff in ungraded posts and the Director-General (resolution EB79.R10)• As regards the 
recruitment of international staff, the Board expressed its appreciation that the target set 
by the Health Assembly for the recruitment of staff from unrepresented or under-represented 
countries had been met and that progress had been made in achieving a more balanced 
geographical distribution of staff (resolution EB79.R12)^ The Board was also appreciative 
of the progress made in achieving a greater representation of women in the professional and 
higher categories of staff and decided to maintain the target of 30% for the proportion of 
all professional and higher graded posts to be occupied by women (resolution EB79.R13) 

3.14 The Board recommended to the Health Assembly that it should authorize the financing of 
expenditures envisaged in the Director-General

1

s report^ on the status of projects being 
financed from the real estate fund and the estimated requirements of the fund for the period 
1 June 1987 to 31 May 1988 (resolution EB79.R14). The Board also confirmed amendments to the 
financial rules, made by the Director-General with effect from 1 October 1986 (resolution 
EB79.R15). 

3.15 The Board noted the report of the Director-General on developments within the United 
Nations system and recommended to the Health Assembly that it should adopt a resolution on 
the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (resolution EB79.R19). The Board also 
authorized the Director-General to arrange for the signature, on behalf of WHO, of the 
Convention on the Law of Treaties between States and International Organizations or between 
International Organizations, adopted in Vienna in 1986. The Board took note of the 
Director-Generalas report on the special session of the United Nations General Assembly on 
the critical economic situation in Africa, 
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3.16 The Board reviewed the report of the Director-General^- on the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission and the role of the Commission in promoting food safety and facilitating 
international food trade. It recommended to the Health Assembly that it should adopt a 
resolution requesting the Director-General to continue to collaborate with FAO in support of 
the Commission (resolution EB79.R24)• 

3.17 The Board discussed the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit, especially that submitted 
by the Director-General^ on cash management in the United Nations and four specialized 
agencies, one of which was WHO. In order to encourage the prompt payment of contributions by 
Member States the Inspector had suggested that those that had met all their financial 
obligations in that respect should benefit from any surpluses to be credited to them, 
proportionate to the scale of contributions and in accordance with the timing of their 
payment during the previous budgetary period. The Board agreed that it should review a 
detailed proposal at its January 1988 session which could then be submitted to the 
Forty-first World Health Assembly for necessary action. The Board took note of the report of 
the International Civil Service Commission. 

3.18 The Board considered the revised version of the Principles Governing Relations between 
the World Health Organization and Nongovernmental Organizations and recommended to the 
Fortieth World Health Assembly that it should adopt them (resolution EB79.R22)• The Board 
decided to maintain official relations with 37 of the nongovernmental organizations 
reviewed.^" It also decided to maintain official relations with two of the three 
organizations reviewed in accordance with the request it had made at its seventy-seventh 
session, and that the third - the Biométrie Society - should again be consulted concerning 
the type of relations that might be appropriate and the results reported to the eighty-first 
session of the Board. The Board decided to establish official relations with the 
International Medical Society of Paraplegia, the World Organization of the Scout Movement, 
OXFAM, the International Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies, the Network of 
Community-Oriented Institutions for Health Sciences and the International Society of Dietetic 
including all Infant and Young Children Food Industries (resolution EB79.R23)• 

3.19 The Board awarded the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize for 1987 to Sir John Reid; the 
Dr A.T. Shousha Foundation Prize to Professor Ahmed Mohammed El-Hassan; the Child Health 
Foundation Prize to Professor José R. Jordán; the Child Health Foundation Fellowship to 
Professor Sanath Punsara Lamabadusuriya; and the Sasakawa Health Prize to 
Sister Marie Joan Winch. The Board noted that the Dr A.T. Shousha Foundation Committee had 
decided to add a subparagraph (三）to Article 3 of its Statutes to enable the accumulated 
interest in excess of that required for the award of the Prize to be held in a revenue 
account for the purpose of the future granting of a fellowship of a sufficient amount• The 
Child Health Foundation Committee decided to amend Article 4(2) of its Statutes in order to 
provide for the award of a fellowship every two years, instead of every four years. 

3.20 The Board approved the provisional agenda for the Fortieth World Health Assembly 
opening on Monday, 4 May 1987 and closing no later than Saturday, 16 May 1987. The eightieth 
session of the Board will be convened on Monday, 18 May 1987 at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 
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