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1. At its twenty-seventh session, the Governing Council of the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer, by resolution GC/27/R14 of 30 April 1986, adopted amendments to 
Article VI of the Agency 1 s Statute.^ An amendment to paragraph 1 of that Article increases 
the number of members of the Scientific Council of the Agency from twelve to a maximum of 
fifteen. There is a consequential amendment to paragraph 3, which enables the Governing 
Council to adjust the term of office in the case of any appointment that would result in an 
increase in total membership, so as to ensure, in so far as possible, that the same number of 
members of the Scientific Council is replaced each year. 

2. One of the considerations that led to the adoption of the amendment was that the 
thirteenth Participating State had just been admitted to the Agency, and it was envisaged 
that more States might participate in the future. Within the limits of the principle that 
the members of the Scientific Council are appointed on the basis of their technical 
competence in cancer research and allied fields, membership has in practice comprised experts 
from as many Participating States as possible. The Governing Council also noted that ail 
increase in membership would allow specialists in particular new areas of cancer research to 
be included in the Scientific Council. 

3. In accordance with Article X of the Agency's Statute, amendments "shall come into force 
when adopted by the Governing Council by a two-thirds majority of its members who are 
representatives of Participating States and accepted by the World Health Assembly". 

4. The Health Assembly may therefore wish to consider the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

The Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Considering the amendments to paragraphs 1 and 3 of Article VI of the Statute of 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer, adopted by the Governing Council at its 
twenty-seventh session; 

Considering the provisions of Article X of the Statute of the Agency; 

ACCEPTS the following amendments to the Statute; 

Article VI - The Scientific Council 

1. The Scientific Council shall be composed of a minimum of twelve and a maximum of 
fifteen highly qualified scientists, selected on the basis of their technical competence 
in cancer research and allied fields. 

2. 

1 WHO Basic Documents, 36th ed., 1986, Appendix 2. 
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3. The members of the Scientific Council shall serve for a term of four years. 
However, the Governing Council may make appointments for a shorter term if this is 
necessary to maintain balanced annual rotation of members of the Scientific Council. 

Any member leaving the Scientific Council, other than a member appointed for a 
reduced term, may be reappointed only after at least one year has elapsed. 

Should any vacancies occur, a new appointment shall be made for the remainder of 
the term to which the member would have been entitled. 


