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This report, submitted in accordance with resolution WHA38.26, 
provides information to date on action taken by WHO, in cooperation 
with other international bodies, for emergency health and medical 
assistance to Lebanon in 1984-1985. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA38.26, requested the 
Director-General: 

to continue and to expand substantially the Organization's programmes of health, medical 
and relief assistance to Lebanon and to allocate for this purpose, as far as possible, 
funds from the regular budget and other financial resources; 

and to report to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly. 

1.2 In October 1985, the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean adopted 
resolution EM/RC/32/R.8 which called upon Member States to increase their support to Lebanon, 
and requested the Regional Director to coordinate between international and regional 
organizations, and the Council of Arab Ministers of Health, in meeting the immediate health 
needs of Lebanon. 

1.3 The present report principally deals with the support provided to Lebanon during 
1984-1985. 

2. Support provided and sources of funds 

2.1 The implementation of the primary health care programme and the development and 
rehabilitation of health services in Lebanon continued to be interrupted by the outbreaks of 
conflict that adversely affect the physical and mental health and wellbeing of the exposed 
population. The plans for the reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon, proposed and 
in some instances initiated by the Government with support from bilateral or nongovernmental 
organizations, have been left in abeyance. 

2.2 WHO provided antibiotics and plasma in an amount of US$ 120 000 and channelled 
pharmaceutical contributions from various donors. Other supplies and equipment provided in 
response to specific urgent requests included intravenous fluids, tetanus globulins and 
toxoids, plasma expanders, disinfectants, and medicaments to meet emergency needs. For the 
biennium 1984-1985, WHO provided a total of US$ 1 052 410 from its regular budget. 
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2.3 WHO continues to support the Government in the formulation of national health policies 
and in the coordination of the rehabilitation of the health service infrastructure, and to 
collaborate with governmental and nongovernmental organizations, in providing assistance. It 
participated with the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator (UNDRO) during 
the early part of 1986 in a review of the health situation and needs. Close collaboration is 
also maintained with other United Nations organizations, particularly UNICEF, and the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 

2.4 With the new outbreak of fighting in Lebanon in January 1986, groups of population at 
risk were moved to relatively safer areas. This created an estimated 100 000 displaced 
families. WHO contributed US$ 10 000 for the local purchase of essential drugs to be 
distributed in the temporary camps sheltering the displaced persons. 

2.5 The regular budget provision for Lebanon in the 1986-1987 biennium amounts to 
US$ 1 293 900. No efforts will be spared to ensure the utilization of these funds in an 
optimal manner to support Lebanon in rehabilitating its health system infrastructure, in 
order to meet the health needs of the population. Full cooperation of all national and 
external partners is needed in this complex task. It is hoped that the national policy and 
strategy of health for all by the year 2000 will provide a rallying point for uniting the 
people in the common cause： the health and social development of Lebanon. 


