
j I 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION EB79/Conf.Paper No.9 

22 January 1987 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Agenda item 19 

Seventy-ninth Session 

METHOD OF WORK OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly 

(Draft resolution proposed by the Rapporteurs) 

The Executive Board, 

Having reviewed the report of its Programme Committee, entitled "Method of Work of the 
World Health A s s e m b l y w h i c h includes suggestions for amendments to various provisions of 
the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly; 

Convinced that the amendments suggested for Rules 52 and 74 would facilitate the work of 
the Health Assembly; 

Considering that the amendments suggested for Rules 27, 55 and 57 should be applied for 

a trial period of three years； 

RECOMMENDS to the Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution: 

The Fortieth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA36.16 and previous resolutions on the method of work and 
duration of the Health Assembly; 

Recognizing that the decision to limit the duration of the Health Assembly makes it 
desirable whenever possible to further rationalize its proceedings with a view to the 
most efficient and effective conduct of business； 

Having considered the recommendations of the Executive Board (resolution EB79.R..) 
in this respect； 

1. ADOPTS the following amendments to Rules 50, 52 and 74 of the Rules of Procedure of 
the World Health Assembly: 

Replace this text by the following text: 

"Without prejudice to Rule 52, formal proposals relating to items of the agenda may 
be introduced at plenary meetings up to the date on which all items of the agenda have 
been allocated to committees or until fourteen days after the opening of the session, 
whichever date is the earlier." 

Rule 50 
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Rule 52 

Replace the second and third sentences of the present text by the following text: 

"Except as may be decided otherwise by the Health Assembly, no proposal shall be 
discussed or put to the vote at any meeting of the Health Assembly unless copies of it 
were circulated to all delegations at least two days previously and, in the case of a 
proposal for a resolution, unless the text was handed to the Director-General within six 
days from the day of the opening of the session. The President may, however, permit 
the discussion and consideration of amendments, even though they have not been 
circulated.” 

Rule 74 

Replace the present text by the following text: 

"The Health Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands. It may vote by 
roll-call if it has previously so decided by a majority of the Members present and 
voting. The decision whether or not to vote by roll-call may only be taken by a show 
of hands. A roll-call vote shall also be carried out if the President so decides when 
the result of a previous vote is in doubt. The roll-call shall be taken in English or 
French alphabetical order of the names of the Members, in alternate years. The name of 
the Member to vote first shall be determined by lot." 

2. ALSO ADOPTS the following amendments to Rules 27, 55 and 57 of the said Rules of 
Procedure, on the understanding that the application of these amendments will be 
reviewed at the end of a three-year trial period. 

Rule 27 

Replace the last sentence of the present text by the following text: 

"The President may, in the course of the discussion of any item, propose to the 
Health Assembly, the suspension of the limitation on the time allowed to each speaker. 
He may also propose the closure of the list of speakers•” 

Rule 55 

Replace the last sentence of the present text by the following text: 

"The President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevent to the 
subject under discussion or if he has exceeded the time allowed to him." 

Rule 57 

Replace the present text by the following text: 

"Except as may be decided otherwise by the Health Assembly or the main committee 
concerned, the time allowed to each speaker shall be limited to ten minutes at plenary 
meetings and to five minutes at meetings of the main committees." 

3. REQUESTS the Executive Board to evaluate the appropriateness and effectiveness of 
the amendments set out in paragraph 2 above, in the light of their application in 
practice, and to report to the Forty-third World Health Assembly, making such further 
recommendations as may be necessary. 


