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1• Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 

OXFAM 2 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Dr Tim Lusty 
Senior Health Adviser 
OXFAM 
274 Banbury Road 
Oxford 0X2 7DZ 
GB 

3• General objectives 

OXFAM works in disaster and development to provide emergency aid and to improve the 
situation of the poverty-stricken in Third World countries. 

4. Main activities 

The work of OXFAM aims to respond in a practical way to human need, stresses prevention 
rather than cure and aims to help people to help themselves• It supports groups in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America working mainly in agriculture, and health and social development, 
and assists in disaster situations. Aid is given irrespective of race, colour, politics or 
religion. OXFAM depends largely on the initiative and goodwill of the general public who 
carry out an enormous variety of fundraising activities. Some examples of OXFAM*s work are 
as follows : 

(i) Development and emergency aid. 

During 1985-1986, UK£ 29 709 million was allocated to 2 244 projects in 74 
countries (including UK£ 14 million for famine relief work in Ethiopia, Sudan and 
Somalia). The proportion for emergency aid was 69% (this percentage included the 
African Famine Appeals, the biggest relief operation ever mounted by OXFAM)； for 
social development 17%; for health 8%; for agriculture 6%. The specific health 
projects supported include such aspects as: drinking water and sanitation 
(including LIFECHANNEL Clean Water Fund, aimed at encouraging support for 
OXFAM-funded programmes overseas)； training materials and courses for traditional 
midwives, traditional birth attendants, nurses and other categories of community 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 18 July 1986, 
о 
^ Derived from the original name of the organization which was the Oxford Committee 

for Famine Relief. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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health workers; supply of medicaments, vaccines, and medical equipment; 
orthopaedic aids; leprosy control and treatment； immunization; maternal and 
child health; nutritional surveillance and education; health education materials 
on many health hazards； eye care. 

(ii) Campaigning. This aspect of OXFAM 1 s activities includes its advocacy role, as well 
as the fund-raising campaigns in which it engages. Its experience in the field 
lends weight to its advocacy role in health and other areas of development. A 
recent example of such a campaign is the project Hungry for Change, launched in 
1984/1985 which now has about 800 groups countrywide. The goal of this campaign is 
to draw public and media attention to the causes of hunger and then to work to 
eradicate them. 

(iii) Development education. Support in the form of educational material to teachers 
concerned with world development isssues； work with National Association of 
Development Education Centres' Network to run training courses, seminars, and 
produce materials for school and youth work. 

(iv) OXFAM shops. 777 shops throughout the UK, which sell donated goods (mostly 

clothing) and also handicrafts produced by small communities or groups overseas and 
disabled people in the UK. 

(v) Publications. A wide variety of publications on many development issues are 
regularly published• 

5• How do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 

of Work of WHO? 

OXFAM gives priority to primary health care following the general guidelines laid down 
at the Alma Ata Conference in 1978. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 
(a) Please list activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 

during the preceding period of working relations 

Smallpox eradication. OXFAM was closely associated with and involved in the successful 
eradication of smallpox in the seventies, an area in which it had been active since 1971 in 
India, and later in Bangladesh and Somalia. For example, OXFAM contributed to the 
eradication campaign in these countries with logistic support, assistance in recruiting 
international staff, and other technical support• 

Disaster aid. OXFAM collaborates closely with WHO and other related agencies with 
respect to assistance in emergencies. A staff member of OXFAM worked closely with WHO in the 
development of methods and criteria for the epidemiological assessment of disasters. 

Immunization. Close collaboration with WHO Expanded Programme on Immunization, 
particularly on development of an immunization kit. This collaboration will form an 
important part of our future collaboration with WHO. 

Urban health. OXFAM supports several projects in urban primary health care in 
developing countries through its own projects and also through grants to other NGOs. 
Representatives of OXFAM participated in the joint WHO/UNICEF Consultation on Primary Health 
Care in Urban Areas in Ecuador in October 1984, and also in a similar meeting in the 
Philippines in July 1986. A representative of WHO attended and presented a paper at the 
OXFAM workshop on community health and the urban poor in July 1985. 

OXFAM has collaborated with WHO in a number of ways in connection with projects dealing 
with maternal and child health, nutrition, training of basic health workers, urban health, 
essential drugs, environmental health and diarrhoeal diseases control. 

We would like to mention OXFAM collaboration with other UN bodies in areas which related 
to WHO concerns, for example : 

with UNICEF： drinking water, transport and storage of drugs, nutrition 
with UNHCR: health programmes in refugee centres, improvements in water supply, nutrition 
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with UNRWA: vocational training scholarships, improvements in sanitation and water supply, 
food and medical supplies, demonstration of emergency housing unit 

with WFP: tools and seeds for resettlement of refugee families, and relief and 
rehabilitation of drought victims. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the organization 
will wish to be associated in future, together with details of any planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

Immunization. Collaboration with WHO will continue in the development of an 

immunization kit, and particularly with reference to plans for Gujarat State, India. 

Urban health. Continued collaboration with WHO in this important area. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

No. 

8. History 

OXFAM was founded in 1942, as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, to raise funds for 
relief work in various countries. In 1949 the Committee redefined its aim as the relief of 
suffering arising out of war or any other cause in any part of the world, and devoted its 
work particularly to the plight of refugees and victims of natural disasters. In the fifties 
much of its funds were raised through the OXFAM shops located all over the UK. 

At the beginning of the sixties, OXFAM decided to give more emphasis to long-term 
development work 一 to attack the causes of hunger, poverty and disease, and became a 
development agency working with governments, whilst continuing to assist in disaster 
situations and with refugees. During the sixties also, OXFAM appointed the first overseas 
field director to encourage and watch over the progress of OXFAM-supported projects. The 
shortened name OXFAM was officially adopted in 1965. Fund-raising in UK was also 
strengthened during these years and the production of Christmas cards, and other handicraft 
items were added during this time. 

In the seventies, OXFAM increased its work in development education activities in the UK 
and Ireland to enhance the general public's understanding (particularly the young) of the 
world's problems of hunger, poverty and disease and the world

1
 s inevitable interdependence. 

Alongside this its activities to assist the most poverty-stricken - often in rural areas -
continued, giving emphasis to self-help. 

In the eighties, efforts are being made to boost fund-raising, and new initiatives to 
bring development issues to the attention of the UK public are being taken, particularly by 
increasing issue-campaigning using supporters and volunteers. One such example is the Hungry 
for Change campaign, described in section 4. Publications on development issues have also 
increased. Examples connected with health issues are "A Growing Problem" on the manufacture, 
use and abuse of pesticides； and "Bitter Pills" on the promotion, sale and prescription of 
drugs and medicines overseas. 

9. Membership 

Country/territory 

Australia 
Belgium 
Canada 

Hong Kong 
United States of America 

Member/affiliated organization 

Community Aid Abroad 
OXFAM Belgium 
OXFAM Canada 
OXFAM Quebec 
OXFAM Hong Kong 
OXFAM America 

Other type of "membership" - Friends of OXFAM. 
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10. Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization， 

or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

Consultative status with ECOSОС and UNICEF. 

OXFAM is a member of the NGO Group on Primary Health Care, a group of NGOs working with 
WHO and UNICEF. ^ 

11. Address of branch/regional offices 

There are 21 area offices in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
and 29 field offices in other countries which employ increasing numbers of locally recruited 
staff. Projects themselves are mostly run by local people. 

12. Structure and officers 
& 13. 

The Council of Management, consisting of 50 trustees, is responsible for overall OXFAM 
policy and appoints the Executive Committee (15 members) which determines the more detailed 
policy. The Secretariat of OXFAM is represented on these governing bodies by the Director 
and Divisional Heads. The Council has also established eight committees dealing with various 
aspects of OXFAM 1 s work, which are matched by Secretariat divisions. 

In the field, there are Area Coordinators responsible for OXFAM work in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and the Middle East, together with Field Directors and Field Secretaries, 
dealing with with operational and administrative aspects of OXFAM 1s overseas work, and a 
Field Committee composed of Trustees, volunteers and country experts which deals with grant 
requests and evaluation. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 

matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Funds are raised by campaigning within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland by many innovative methods including a network of OXFAM shops and its trading 
company, OXFAM Activities, which handles the Christmas card and other gift and handicraft 
sales in support of OXFAM's work; special fund-raising campaigns such as Hungry for Change. 
OXFAM Grants List has been submitted. 1 

16. Publications and Documentation^-
& 17 • 

Books published on many development issues and also on specialist themes related to 
agriculture, appropriate technology, health and nutrition, and water and sanitation. List of 
publications has been submitted. 

Educational materials, both printed and audiovisual, (catalogue submitted). 

OXFAM Review (biennial). 

1 Held by the WHO Secretariat 


