
W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

O R G A N I S A T I O N M O N D I A L E D E L A 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Seventy-ninth Session 

WORLD ORGANIZATION OF THE SCOUT MOVEMENT (WOSM) 

As can be seen from the application annexed hereto the World Organization of the Scout 
Movement has numerous common interests and activities with W H O . These relate to several 
aspects of health development with many of the activities carried out at community level. 

For your information, an application from the World Organization of the Scout Movement 
(under the then title of Boy Scouts World Bureau) for admission into official relations with 
WHO was considered by the Executive Board at its forty-seventh session in January 1971. In 
accordance with WHO policy at that time with regard to such relations with nongovernmental 
organizations, the Board decided not to establish official relations on the grounds that 
"while this was an important nongovernmental organization promoting healthy habits and a 
spirit of well-being among youth, its main concern was not in the field of h e a l t h "Л 
However in today's perspective of regarding healthy lifestyles as an element of considerable 
importance in WHO programmes, the objectives of WOSM have more in common with those of WHO 
than was seen at that time. For example, in Article 1.2 of its Constitution, WOSM defines 
its purpose as "to contribute to the development of young people in achieving their full 
physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potentials as individuals, as responsible 
citizens and as members of their local, national and international communities". 

Its application is therefore presented for consideration by the Executive Board at its 
seventy-ninth session in January 1987. 

i
 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions， V o l . 1, 1948-1972, p . 546, resolution 

EB47.R52. 
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APPLICATION FROM ¡Л ÏI^rZMATIC^AL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH W H O 1 

1 • Name of the international noc.? jvern?i.eatal organization 

(hereinafter referred to as ”che c:¿anization") 

WORLD ORGANIZATION OF THE SCOUT MOVEMENT 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU MOUVEMENT SCOUT 

2• Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Dr Laszlo Nagy 
Secretary General 
5, rue du Pré-Jérôme 
1205 Geneva 

Postal address： РОВ. 78, CH-1211 Geneva 4 

3. General objectives 

The World Organization of the Scout Movement is an international, nongovernmental 
organization. 

Scouting is an educational Movement for young people whose purpose is to contribute to 
their personal and social development. It is a voluntary, non-political Movement which is 
open to all, and which is based on: 

-participation in the development of society with recognition and respect for the dignity 
of one's fellow man and for the integrity of the natural world; 

-responsibility for one's own physical, intellectual and spiritual development； 

- a method of progressive self-education comprising programmes adapted to the various age 
groups and based upon a promise and law, learning by doing, membership of small groups, 
a scheme of personal progression and activities taking place in contact with nature； 

- l o y a l t y to one's country in harmony with the promotion of peace, understanding and 
cooperation; 

- a d h e r e n c e to spiritual principles, loyalty to the religion that expresses them and 
acceptance of the duties resulting therefrom. 

4. Main activities 

The World Scout Bureau, the secretariat of the organization, assists national Scout 
organizations by providing technical and financial support to develop and improve their 
Scouting by conducting training courses, community development seminars and workshops, 
preparing publications and advising oil organization, financing, communications, etc., and by 
funding field projects particularly in the community development sector• 

The World Scout Bureau assists in building a qualified infrastructure and strengthening 
managerial capabilities within the national Scout association. This leadership is then able 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 12 August 1986. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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to assess the needs in their own country, strengthen their organization, develop and 
implement plans. 

The main development activities that Scouts are concerned with are： 

- H e a l t h care 

- F o o d production/Nutrition 
- H u m a n settlements 
- L i t e r a c y 
一 Vocational and rural development training 
-Renewable energies and environmental conservation 
-Rehabilitation and integration of the handicapped. 

A new world-wide programme is under way with the World Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts to promote child health programmes, concentrating on immunization, 
breast-feeding, nutrition, growth monitoring and oral rehydration therapy. A new publication 
on child health care will be produced before the end of 1986 and will be widely circulated 
through WAGGGS and WOSM. 

Technical support available to national Scout associations for health care activities 
from the World Scout Bureau includes： 

Management and organizational development training : To provide leaders with the skills 
needed for the general management of development activities. Skilled leadership, and an 
efficient organizational infrastructure are essential before any specialized training 
and implementation of field projects is undertaken. 

Health workshops: To train leaders in various techniques of primary health care； to 
develop skills in organizing and implementing community health campaigns and family life 
education courses； to learn how to teach others about nutrition and health care. 

Water workshops: To exchange ideas and experiences on how to participate in the current 
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. Participants in these 
workshops are trained in the various techniques to provide clean water and improve the 
general sanitation in their environment. Visits to experimental projects are included 
in the programme as well as practical work and demonstrations. 

Support tools: The World Scout Bureau has produced dossiers in several languages on 
Scouting and community health such as "Scouting and Nutrition", "Home Projects", 
"Scouting and Family Life" and posters on related topics. A "Child Health Resource Kit" 
and "Starter Kit" have been produced to support the child health programme. The 
Extension Scouting Service for handicapped youth produces "Together", a monthly 
newsletter, which is distributed to all national associations of the Movement and also 
to people working closely with the disabled. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO? 

WOSM helps to increase the capacity of Scout organizations in developing countries to 
participate in the improvement of the quality of life within their societies through 
activities related to health education and community-level action in health areas such as: 

一 Family life education, 
- H e a l t h education, 
-Adolescent health care, 
- C h i l d health care, 
- P r i m a r y health care and hygiene, 
- F i r s t aid, 

- F o o d production and nutrition, 
- S a f e water supplies and sanitation, 
- C o n t r o l of leprosy and malaria, 
-Building health centres, 
- T r a i n i n g local people (nurses, health agents, etc,) to take care of health 

infrastructure, 
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- S m o k i n g and drug abuse prevention, 
-Immunization, 
-Prevention, rehabilitation and integration of the handicapped, 
-Protection and conservation of the environment, 
- D i s a s t e r and emergency relief. 

Some of these activities are promoted at Scout Unit level with the participation of 
local people and technical support of experts from the Ministry of Health, University 
students. Several NGOs are involved in these fields as are many others interested in 
Scouting. 

The age of the boys and girls vary from one activity to another. In Scouting, members 
are divided into age groups: Cubs 一 6 to 9; Scouts - 9 to 17; Rovers - 17 to 25. Scout 
leaders may be up to 18. Some of them are trained in health-related fields, such as nurses, 
medical doctors, scientists, etc. 

A summary of some Scout projects relating to the General Programme of Work of WHO is 
annexed to this application. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

(i) In April 1985, in Benin, with WHO participation, a Health Education Workshop 
was organized. It was attended by 62 participants from 6 French-speaking 
countries. The objectives were to promote: hygiene, sanitation, health care, 
nutrition and first aid. Some demonstration units have been built for 
villagers to show water filters, cooking stoves, latrines and showers. 

(ii) A dossier, "Scouting and Community Health" has been published in English and 
French with financial and technical support from WHO, 20 000 copies have been 
widely distributed in 120 member countries and requests have been received 
from universities, libraries, United Nations volunteers and NGOs around the 
world. The dossier contains a number of publications on the following topics: 

- N u t r i t i o n , 
- H e a l t h y Environment, 
-Child-to-Child Programme, 
- H e a l t h 一 A time for justice, 
- F a m i l y life education, 
- A bridge from hunger to health, 
-Scouting and community health (wall chart), 
- H o m e projects (3 booklets) on Water, Fish Preservation, Laundry. 

This dossier will be up-dated in cooperation with WHO. 

(iii) At national level, many Scout associations are involved in health care, health 
education and building dispensaries in close cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health, and WHO field representatives in over 50 countries (22 in Africa, 12 
in Asia, 20 in Inter-American region and 7 in the Arab region). 

Examples 

- I n Egypt, Rover Scouts attached to the Faculty of Science at Benha University re 
actively fighting the spread of malaria in the Nile Delta area, 

- I n Haiti, Scouts are involved in the national health programme, PR0NAC0DIAM, 
(oral rehydration therapy and breast-feeding). 

- I n Yemen, Scouts are promoting the use of water filters and construction of 
sanitation installations. 
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(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the organization 
will wish to be associated in future, together with details of any planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

-Community-level action programmes in the field of primary health care, clean water and 
sanitation, family life education, health education at school, drug abuse prevention, 
immunization, development education, training methods and techniques, publication of 
didactic material, rural health infrastructure-building. 

-Collaboration in selected countries on health education programmes for young people. 

- U p d a t i n g publications is under consideration by WHO. 

一 Cooperation in development of training manuals, training modules and workshop 

methodology in the field of child and adolescent health care is under consideration. 

- S h a r i n g experiences in the field of health education. 

-Promoting activities in areas listed under section 5. 
7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? If s o , 

what are these? 

Since community development, including community health, began to be integrated into the 
Scout programme over a decade ago, the organization has been emphasizing the importance of 
mother and child care, family life education, clean water and sanitation, personal hygiene, 
nutrition, etc. 

At national level in the organization, many Scout volunteer leaders are qualified 
professionals in the health field or the Ministry of Health. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? If so, what are these? 

The World Scout Organization has no reservations about any treatment or health 
procedure. However, some national Scout associations do have reservations about some 
treatments or procedures, in accordance with cultural and religious customs. 

8. History 

Scouting began in the United Kingdom in 1907, based upon Lord Baden-Powell's ideas and 
book "Scouting for boys". The book and programme proved to have great appeal for boys and 
quickly spread worldwide. 

Representatives of national Scout associations, which had adopted and practised 
Scouting, assembled in France in 1922 and established the International Scout Conference for 
the coordination of the Scout Movement throughout the world, together with an Executive 
Committee and a Secretariat. 

WOSM represents Scout associations in more than 150 countries and territories. These 
associations have a total membership of 16 million young people and leaders. 

Today, 75 percent of the Scout associations which are members of the World Scout 
Organization are in developing countries where community development is a top national 
priority. 

In the late 1960s the World Scout Conference officially recognized community development 
as an integral part of the Scout programme. Gradually it has become a major aspect of 
Scouting in the developing world. 

Since 1976, the World Scout Organization has provided global community development 
programmes in partnership with a number of international development agencies. 
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9. Membership 

Scout associations in the countries and territories mentioned below, having a total 
membership of 16 million young people and leaders. National member organizations pay an 
annual registration fee at an agreed per capita rate. 

Algeria 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Bahamas 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Benin 
Bolivia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei Darussalam 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Canada 

Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Ethiopia 
Fiji 
Finland 
France 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ghana 
Greece 
Grenada 

Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hong Kong 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malaysia 
Malta 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Monaco 
Morocco 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman 

Pakistan 
Panama 

Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Republic of Korea 
Rwanda 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
South Africa 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Suriname 
Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand 
Togo 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Uganda 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 
United Republic of Tanzania 
United States of America 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Yemen 
Zaire 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

10. Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

The World Organization has consultative status with UN (EC0S0C), UNESCO, and UNICEF. 

The World Organization works in close cooperation with many NGOs, particularly those 
related to education, health and/or development. 

Furthermore, the World Organization works in close contact with its sister organization, 
the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS). 

11. Address of branch/regional offices 

The following regional World Scout Bureaux have been established: 
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AFRICA 

Regional Office 
P.O. Box 63070 
Nairobi, Kenya 

ASIA-PACIFIC 

Regional Office 
P.O. Box 7369 
Airmail Distribution Center 
M.I.A. Road 
Metro Manila, Philippines 

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

Regional Office 
P.O. Box 1384 
Cairo, Egypt 

EUROPE 

Regional Office 
P.O. Box 164 
1211 Geneva 4, Switzerland 

INTERAMERICAN 

Regional Office 
Apartado 10297 
San José 1000, Costa Rica 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies 

World Conference (the policy-making body), World Committee (the executive body) and the 
World Scout Bureau (the Secretariat), with a similar structure at the regional level. 

The Conference is the "general assembly" of Scouting, composed of all member Scout 
organizations. Only one national Scout organization can be recognized per country. (When 
there is more than one Scout association in a country, a federation must be formed for World 
membership.) The basis for an organization's recognition and membership includes adherence 
to the purpose and principles of World Scouting, and operation as an independent, 
non-political and voluntary organization. 

(b) Frequency of meetings 

The World Scout Conference meets every two years. From 1990, it will meet every three 
years. 

Recent World Conferences have been held in Canada (1977), United Kingdom (1979), Senegal 
(1981), USA (1983) and Federal Republic of Germany (1985). The next Conference will be held 
in Australia in 1988. 

13. Officers 

(Volunteers) 

Chairman 
1st Vice-Chairman 
2nd Vice-Chairman 

Dr Norman Johnson (Australia) 
Mr John Beresford (United Kingdom) 
Mr Dominique Bénard (France) 

(Professional) 

Secretary-General Dr Laszlo Nagy (Switzerland) 
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The total number of professional executives is 36, of whom 12 are in the Geneva 
headquarters and 21 in the 5 regional offices. 

Each national Scout organization has its own structure and officers at national, 
provincial and local levels. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial statements for the past three years have been submitted.1 

16. Publications and Documentation^ 
& 17. 

A wide range of publications ranging from general information material on the World 
Scout Movement, periodicals with scouting news from national associations around the world, 
more specialized publications dealing with community development issues and programmes, and 
training materials. Also posters, stickers, audio and video cassettes and films/slides on 
variety of subjects. A list of publications has been submitted. 

Also submitted: Constitution of the World Organization of the Scout Movement, and 
Biennial Reports for 1979-81, 1981-83, and 1983-85. 

1
 Held by the WHO Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 

EXAMPLES OF SOME SCOUT PROJECTS RELATING TO 
GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK OF WHO 

Bahamas 

A Drug Abuse Prevention Seminar has recently been held to train Scout leaders in this 
field. 

Bangladesh 

Scouts from Australia and Bangladesh are working together on a Health Programme, 
teaching villagers about personal hygiene, water and airborne diseases, sanitation and 
family life education. They are also teaching about carrying out an immunization 
campaign and oral rehydration therapy. 

Bolivia 

Scouts are working with the Jesus Mary Congregation to promote Primary Health Education 
in rural areas. 

Brazil 

In cooperation with the Ophthalmic Institute in Brazil, Scouts have established an eye 
bank. The objective is to receive 50 000 corneas from donors. 

Burkina Faso 

The Eclaireurs et Eclaireuses de Burkina Faso, in cooperation with the Eclaireuses et 
Eclaireurs de France, have built a dispensary. With the help of a French doctor and 
local trained nurses members of the local population are being taught to administer 
first aid, how to run a camp to treat malaria, conjunctivitis and mumps, and how to lead 
rescue operations. 

Workshops have been held on health education, with emphasis oil nutrition, first aid, 
hygiene and sanitation. 

Egypt 

Scouts have been spraying infested areas with mosquito-larvae killing chemicals and 
teach villagers how to carry out the operation and obtain treatment for malaria and how 
to eliminate stagnant water. 

Also, older Scouts from several universities have been involved in family life education 
for many years. Medical students (boys and girls) travel from village to village to 
carry out surveys and various aspects of health care, child health care and family life 
education. This dimension of the Scout programme also involved some teachers from the 
Medical Univeristy who are also Scout leaders. 

India 

In India, medically trained Rovers and leaders have participated in many health 
campaigns• Camps have been established for immunization, diabetes, leprosy detection 
and eye treatment； organized healthy baby contests； promote family planning； wells 
sterilized when cholera outbreak seemed imminent； relief operations following floods 
and other natural disasters. 
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Annex „ 

Indonesia 

Scouts have implemented a project promoting clean water and sanitation. Water has been 
channelled from a mountain source to a reservoir supplying several villages. Sanitation 
facilities have been installed in some villages (bathing, washing and lavatory). 

Peru 

A national drug abuse seminar was organized by the Inter-American Regional Office, the 
Scout Association of Peru and a mutual society, ASMUTIOMAR in December 1985. The 
seminar and the importance of drug abuse prevention received wide press coverage• 

Senegal 

Dispensaries have been built in several regions in Senegal (e.g. Navel, Mdimbou, 
Louboubou)• French and Senagalese doctors, nurses and trained Scout leaders and Scouts 
are working together to train other medical assistants, including a midwife, and are 
treating various illnesses, such as malaria and conjunctivitis, and are also teaching 
about safe child-birth. In the Louboubou region, over 300 kg of medicines were brought 
by French Scouts to supply the dispensaries. 

Scouts and schools are cooperating to teach children about hygiene and sanitation, which 
they can then teach their families and friends. 

Importance has been attached to teaching women and encouraging their participation in 
the campaigns• 

Yemen 

Scouts in Yemen are involved in a successful water and sanitation project. In one 
village, for example, Scouts drained a pond of sewage and taught others how to build 
water filters which are now being used in many homes. 

Similar activities are being carried out in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. 

Workshops and seminars 

Family life education and health workshops were held in 1985 and one in 1986, organized 
by IPPF, UNICEF, local Ministries of Health, and the regional offices of the WSB in： 

- K e n y a - Health education workshop involved 32 participants from 3 English-speaking 
countries in East Africa. 

-Thailand 一 Scouting and Family Life Education Workshop involved 22 Scout leaders 
from 10 countries in the Asia-Pacific region participated. 

- Z i m b a b w e - Health Education and Family Life Education Workshop was organized in May 
1986 for 30 Scout leader participants from 5 countries of the Southern zone of 
Africa. 

All these events were funded by W0SM, in cooperation with IPPF. The next Family Life 
Education and Health Workshop will be held in Gambia in October 1986 and in the Central 
African Republic in 1987. 


