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1. Introduction 

1.1 At its sixty-sixth session, in May 1980, the Executive Board decided-'- that the 
statement to the Health Assembly in plenary meeting by the representative of the Executive 
Board on the work of the Board during its two preceding sessions should be prepared in 
writing and distributed prior to the Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision, the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the 
Board at its seventy-sixth and seventy-seventh sessions. The representative of the Executive 
Board, in an oral statement to the plenary meeting, will highlight the discussions and the 
decisions taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 

1, Seventy-sixth session of the Executive Board 

2.1 At its seventy-sixth session (21-22 May 1985), the Executive Board dealt with a number 
of procedural matters, including the election of its office holders and the filling of 
vacancies on some of its committees and working groups. 

2.2 After hearing reports of its four representatives to the Thirty-eighth World Health 
Assembly, the Board expressed its appreciation of the work accomplished by the 
representatives and their successful efforts in strengthening the close interrelationship 
existing between the Health Assembly and the Board. 

2.3 A number of reports^ on expert committee and study group meetings were brought to the 
Board's attention, at both its seventy-sixth and seventy-seventh sessions, and the 
Director-General was requested to follow up the experts* recommendations in the 
implementation of the Organization's programme, bearing in mind the discussions in the Board. 

2.4 The Board considered the report of the UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy on 
its twenty-fifth session^ and commended the close cooperation existing between the two 
organizations. The report reviewed progress in a number of joint activities related to the 
implementation of primary health care. 
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 Decision EB66(1). 
2

 WHO Expert Committees on: Prevention Methods and Programmes for Oral Diseases, WHO 
Technical Report Series (TRS), No. 713, 1984; Environmental Pollution Control in Relation to 
Development, TRS 718, 1985; Health Manpower Requirements for the Achievement of Health for 
All by the Year 2000 Through Primary Health Care, TRS 717, 1985； Identification and Control 
of Work-related Diseases, TRS 714, 1985; Viral Haemorrhagic Fevers, TRS 721, 1985; 
Biological Standardization, thirty-fifth report, TRS 725, 1985; Vector Biology and Control, 
ninth report (Safe use of pesticides), TRS 720, 1985; Use of Essential Drugs, second report, 
TRS 722, 1985； and Joint IL0/WH0 Committee on Occupational Health, ninth report (Recognition 
and control of adverse psychosocial factors at work), WHO document JCOH/1984/D.6 (Rev . ) . WHO 
Study Groups on: Recommended Health-based Occupational Exposure Limits for Respiratory 
Irritants, TRS 707, 1984; Blood Pressure Studies in Children, TRS 715, 1985； Epidemiology 
of Leprosy in Relation to Control, TRS 716, 1985； and Malaria Control as part of Primary 
Health Care, TRS 712, 1984. 
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2.5 The Board appointed Mr G. Dahlgren as General Chairman of the Technical Discussions to 
be held at the current Health Assembly on "The role of intersectoral cooperation in national 
strategies for health for all". It selected "Economic strategies to support the strategies 
for health for all" as the subject for the Technical Discussions at the Fortieth World Health 
Assembly• 

3. Seventy-seventh session of the Executive Board 

3.1 The Programme Committee of the Board had reviewed a report by the Director-General on 
changes in the programme budget for 1986-1987 with respect to global and interregional 
activities. The Board considered a report by the Programme Committee^" on this matter as 
well as the reports of the Regional Directors on changes in the regional programme budgets 
for 1986-1987. It noted that, apart from a number of budgetary changes and shifts in 
resources in regional activities, the amount of the total effective working budget for the 
biennium remained the same as originally approved. In addition, the Board noted the 
Director-General
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 s decision to increase the 1986-1987 budgetary allocations for certain 
programmes under global and interregional activities identified by the Board and the Health 
Assembly during their review of the proposed programme budget as meriting additional 
financial support. The additional allocations were being made for catalytic and supportive 
activities for emergency relief, health systems research, essential drugs and vaccines, 
cardiovascular diseases, and integrated noncommunicable diseases control and monitoring. 
These increases would be made from funds available in the Director-General
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 s Development 
Programme• 

3.2 The Board reappointed Dr U Ko Ko as Regional Director for South-East Asia for a further 
period of five years as from 1 March 1986 (resolution EB77.R1). The Board also noted the 
resolution of the Regional Committee for Africa (resolution AFR/RC35/R7) recommending ending 
the experiment of using nationals as WHO Programme Cordinators,^ 

3.3 The Board reviewed the draft report on the evaluation of the Strategy for Health for All 
by the Year 2000, Seventh Report on the World Health Situation, covering the period 
1978-1984, and the Programme Committee
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 s report thereon. The report was derived principally 
from the contributions of the Member States, of which 140 - or about 86% - responded, using a 
common framework and format. Individual country reports were consolidated into regional 
evaluation reports and reviewed by the regional committees in 1985• The global report was 
prepared by synthesizing the six regional reports, supplemented by information from other 
sources. The Board noted that although countries had adopted a very positive attitude 
towards the goal of health for all, basic problems still existed regarding managerial 
weaknesses in health systems, low participation on the part of the community and health 
professionals, and insufficient economic support for the health sector. In commending the 
contents of the report, it proposed that the report be presented in a popular and imaginative 
manner taking into account the current Health Assembly's discussion on the report. It 
further recommended to the Health Assembly the adoption of a resolution on the report 
(resolution EB77.R6). 

3.4 Two reports on the economic dimension for health for all were considered by the Board -
a report on the effects of the adverse economic situation on health and a second report on 
the economic strategies to support the Strategy for Health for All. The increase in poverty 
in recent years had had a damaging effect on health. The Board concluded that health-for-all 
plans must be costed and based oil the reality of existing resources and that countries needed 
to explore every possible alternative source of finance. It recommended that WHO continue to 
support countries in their financial planning for health and to stimulate training in the 
subject (resolution EB77.R11). 

3.5 The Board also endorsed the action taken by the Director-General^ in mobilizing all 
possible financial and technical resources for the least developed countries in view of their 
economic, managerial and health vulnerability (resolution EB77.R2). It took note of the 
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report on technical cooperation among developing countries in support of the goal of health 

for all and emphasized the valuable experience of WHO in promoting such activities, 

particularly through a number of existing political and regional groupings. 

3.6 The Board reviewed the Director-General's discussion paper1 on the political dimension 
of the Global Strategy for Health for All and decided to bring to the attention of the 
Assembly the discussions in the Board on this subject, and the Director-General

f

s response to 
the debate, contained in the summary records of the Board's proceedings. 

3.7 One of the important functions of the Executive Board is to submit general programmes of 
work periodically to the Health Assembly for its consideration and approval. After a 
preliminary review of the preparation of the Eighth General Programme of Work (1990-1995), 
the Board decided to reexamine this item, including a review of the classified list of 
programmes, at its seventy-eighth session. The Board also decided to review the preparation 
of regional programme budget policies in further detail during its seventy-eighth session. 

3.8 A progress report on the work of the WHO advisory committees on medical research (ACMRs) 
was presented to the Board. The global ACMR, at its twenty-seventh session in 1985, had 
concentrated its attention on the formulation of a broad framework for the Organization* s 
health research strategy, as proposed to it by its Subcommittee oil Health Research Strategy 
for HFA/2000. The Board agreed that the Subcommittee's report should be widely discussed in 
national health research councils and institutions in order to stimulate further debate on 
the subject. The other two issues dealt with by the global ACMR were the transfer of 
health-related technology to developing countries and research in health manpower 
development. The Board complimented the global and regional ACMRs on their valuable work and 
on their efforts to coordinate the research activities of the Organization. 

3.9 A progress report^ oil recent developments relating to the Special Programme for 
Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) was examined by the Board. In commending 
the programme (resolution EB77.R4), the Board noted that one of its main achievements has 
been the mobilization of academic, industrial and other institutions to support research oil 
major tropical diseases. TDR

1

s impact on diverse research areas can be seen in the 
increasing number of scientific publications stemming from TDR-funded projects - over half 
the authors being scientists from developing countries. The programme has also accelerated 
the development of potential vaccines (against malaria and leprosy for example), biological 
toxins for disease vector control, new drugs, diagnostic tests, and tests to measure 
sensitivity of parasites to drugs. 

3.10 The Board considered a report by the Director-General on WHO
1

s programme on tobacco or 
health and the Programme Committee*s report thereon.^ It noted that a firm position ' 
against smoking and tobacco-related diseases, which have reached epidemic proportions on a 
worldwide scale, was needed despite the active opposition of major interest groups. There 
was ample scientifically proven and validated evidence of the direct causal link between a 
substantial number of diseases and the use of tobacco products. The Board recommended that 
the Health Assembly should reiterate a clear policy on tobacco versus health, and that WHO 
should strengthen the present programme by mobilizing support in terms of funds and manpower 
and play an effective global advocacy role (resolution EB77.R5). 

3.11 In considering the protection and promotion of mental health, the Board recommended 
that Member States should apply measures for the prevention of mental, neurological and 
psychosocial disorders and that WHO should enhance its activities in the development and 
dissemination of appropriate materials and technical guidance and stimulate further research 
on methods of prevention of these diseases (resolution EB77.R3)• It also endorsed the 
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guidelines proposed by the Director-General for the WHO review of dependence-producing 
psychoactive substances for international control-'- and urged their rapid implementation. 
It further noted WHO actions on the abuse of narcotic and psychotropic substances. 

3.12 The Board took note of the progress made by WHO in its International Programme oil 

Chemical Safety and its relation to the much broader subject of environmental pollution. 

3.13 A progress report on the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) was examined as 
revised by the Board's Programme Committee and by the EPI Global Advisory Group. The Board 
reaffirmed that the EPI goal of providing immunization for all children of the world by 1990 
remained a global priority but took note that the goal would not be achieved without 
continuing the acceleration of national programmes. It urged that international support for 
the programme should be further increased and noted with satisfaction the support provided 
particularly by UNICEF and national development agencies, private and voluntary organizations 
and individuals (resolution EB77.R7). 

3.14 The Board examined alternative ways of keeping and disseminating the verbatim records 
of the proceedings of the Health Assembly and decided that the present practice with respect 
to verbatim records should be maintained.^ 

3.15 The Board noted that acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) was becoming a major 
public health concern in many areas of the world and endorsed the Director-General
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 s report 
on WHO activities for the prevention and control of AIDS. It requested the Director-General 
to ensure the exchange of information on AIDS and to prepare and distribute guidelines, 
manuals, and educational materials. It noted that public information and education as well 
as the assurance and use of safe blood and blood products were at present the only measures 
available that could limit the further spread of AIDS (resolution EB77.R12). 

3.16 The Board noted with concern the increase in delays in the payment of assessed 
contributions by Member States (resolution EB77.R13). There was a clear trend in the 
decreasing number of Member States which had paid their contributions in full by year-end and 
in the increasing number of Member States which had made no payment towards their current 
year contributions by year-end.^ Regarding the Members in arrears in the payment of their 
contributions to an extent which might invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, the Board 
requested the Director-General to continue his contacts with these Members and report on the 
results to the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior 
to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly. The Board also recommended to the Health Assembly 
an amended scale of assessments to be applied by WHO to the second year of the financial 
period 1986-1987, i.e. 1987, based on the new scale of assessments adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly in December 1985 for the years 1986-1988 (resolution EB77.R10).^ 
The Board also decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that it authorize the financing 
from the Real Estate Fund of the projects envisaged by the Director-General^ under this 
fund up to 31 May 1987 (resolution EB77.R9). 

3.17 The Board noted the statement by a representative of the WHO Staff Associations dealing 
with a number of personnel issues of concern to the staff. It confirmed the amendment to the 
Staff Rules which had been made by the Director-General,^ on the basis of decisions taken 

by the United Nations General Assembly, concerning the effective gross base salary to be used 
in computing terminal remuneration (resolution EB77.R8). The Board took note of the 
reports of the Joint Inspection Unit on "Drug abuse control activities in the United Nations 
system" and "The changing use of computers in organizations of the United Nations system in 
Geneva： management issues" and the annual report of the International Civil Service 
Commission. In response to a request by the United Nations General Assembly to express its 
views on the size and composition of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board, the Board 
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affirmed that the present tripartite composition of the Pension Board, with equal 
representation of the World Health Assembly, the Director-General and the participants, 
should be maintained and that formal recognition should be given to the status of the 
representatives of retired participants (resolution EB77.R15). 

3.18 In noting the report of the Director-General on collaboration within the United Nations 
system, the Board urged that full account be taken of the health aspects of development in 
Africa at the special session of the United Nations General Assembly to be convened in May 
1986 to consider in depth the critical economic and development situation in Africa 
(resolution EB77.R17). 

3.19 The Board decided to endorse revised Working Principles Governing the Admission of 
Nongovernmental Organizations into Official Relations with WHO. It requested the regional 
committees to consider the general principles concerning such relations at regional and 
national levels at their 1986 sessions and to convey their suggestions to its seventy-ninth 
session in January 1987. At that session the Board would finalize its recommendations oil the 
Working Principles relating to global, regional and national nongovernmental organizations 
and submit them to the Fortieth World Health Assembly. It decided to maintain official 
relations with the 52 nongovernmental organizations reviewed during the session. It also 
decided to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental organizations: 
International Organization of Consumers Unions, International Association of Lions Clubs 
(Lions Clubs International), International Association for Maternal and Neonatal Health, 
Council of Directors of Institutes of Tropical Medicine in Europe, International 
Clearinghouse for Birth Defects Monitoring Systems, International Commission for the 
Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Dependency, Helen Keller International Incorporated, World 
Blind Union, National Council for International Health, World Hypertension League, and 
International Federation of Hydrotherapy and Climatotherapy (resolution EB77.R16). 

3.20 The Board awarded the sixteenth and seventeenth Darling Foundation Prizes to 
Professor R. H. Black and Professor D. F. Clyde respectively, the Léon Bernard Foundation 
Prize to Professor 0. Ransome-Kuti, the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize to 
Dr M . L. I. Hassan
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 the Jacques Parisot Foundation Fellowship to Dr P. M. Enderby, and the 

Sasakawa Health Prize jointly to the Ayadaw Township People's Health Plan Committee, Burma, 
Dr Lucille T. Corti and Dr Pietro Corti, and Dr Amorn Nondasuta. 

3.21 The Board approved the provisional agenda for the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly 
opening on Monday, 5 May 1986 and, in accordance with resolution WHA36.16, closing no later 
than Friday, 16 May. The seventy-eighth session of the Board will be convened on Monday, 
19 May 1986, at WHO headquarters. 


