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Sir, 

With reference to the general discussion and consideration of item 33 of the agenda, 
please find enclosed a Joint Declaration on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the 
United Nations and the 40th anniversary of the victory over nazism and fascism in the Second 
World War. 

I would appreciate it if that Declaration, submitted by a number of delegations, could 
be circulated as an official document of the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

- Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) 

Professor Ludwig Mecklinger, M.D. 

Encl. 

Dr S. Surjaningrat 
President of the Thirty-eighth 

World Health Assembly 
Geneva 
Switzerland 



ANNEX 

JOINT DECLARATION 

by the delegations of the People1 s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian 
People1s Republic, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, the German 
Democratic Republic, the Republic of Cuba, the Democratic People1s 
Republic of Korea, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the Mongolian 
People1 s Republic, the Polish People1 s Republic, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the People1 s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan， the 
People1s Republic of Mozambique and the Republic of Nicaragua at the 38th 
World Health Assembly on the 40th anniversary of the United Nations and 
the 40th anniversary of victory over nazism and fascism in World War II 

1. This, the 38th World Health Assembly, is taking place at a time when all the peoples of 
the world are preparing to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the United Nations. The 39th 
session of the UN General Assembly recalled that the United Nations Organization, whose job 
it is to save future generations from the scourge of war, was itself created as a result of 
the historic victory over nazism and fascism in World War II. 

The bloodiest and most destructive war in the history of human civilization cost the 
peoples of the world very dearly, having taken a heavy toll of more than 50 million lives and 
having caused incalculable material damage to mankind. 

The victory over fascism resulted from the joint efforts of all states and peoples 
belonging to the anti-Hitler coalition, which brought together states having different social 
systems and different ideologies. The Soviet Union and its armed forces played the decisive 
role in that victory. 

2. The 39th session of the UN General Assembly stressed the respect felt by the present 
generations for the war victims and declared May 8 and 9, 1985 days for celebration of the 
40th anniversary of victory over nazism and fascism in World War II and of struggle against 
them. This anniversary is now being observed by all progressive mankind• 

3. The lessons of World War II are of lasting significance； most important of all, war 
must be resisted by the joint efforts of states before it has started. The need for this is 
particularly evident in the extremely complicated and tense situation prevailing in the world 
today. 

It is therefore as important as ever that all states, large and small, irrespective of 
differences in their social systems and ideologies, should unite their efforts in the 
struggle against the threat of a new world war which, if not averted, would have destructive 
consequences far surpassing those of the past war. It is clear from the report of a WHO 
International Commmittee of Experts welcomed by the UN General Assembly (resolution 38/188 J) 
that, were nuclear war to be unleashed, it could have disastrous effects on the lives and 
health of the world1s population. 

General progress in the drive to contain the arms race and to prevent nuclear war would 
not only reduce the war danger but also help improve the world economic situation and release 
funds that could be used for social and economic development, including health services• 

Resolution 34/58 of the UN General Assembly on health as an integral part of development 
stressed that peace and security are important for the preservation and improvement of the 
health of all people and that cooperation among nations on vital health issues can contribute 
substantially to peace. 
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4. The World Health Organization holds a special place within the UN system as a unique 
international organization designed to promote cooperation among nations in the area of 
health services and medical science. The years that have elapsed since the establishment of 
WHO have proved the importance and usefulness of its activity. 

The World Health Organization is also making a definite contribution, under its terms of 
reference, to the preservation of peace, a most pressing problem of today. According to its 
Constitution, "the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and 
security and is dependent upon the fullest cooperation of individuals and States"• 

In resolutions adopted by the previous World Health Assemblies, WHO spoke out for the 
saving of mankind from nuclear radiation and against the stockpiling and use of various kinds 
of weapons, notably weapons of mass destruction, and supported resolutions of the UN General 
Assembly on the reduction of military expenditure and use of the resources thus made 
available to promote social and economic development, including the improvement of health 
services• It is common knowledge that doctors and other medical workers made very great 
efforts to save human lives during World War II. Their efforts at the present time are also 
highly important• This is why recent World Health Assemblies have emphasized the role of 
physicians and other health workers in preserving and strengthening peace as a major 
condition for attaining WHO'S goal of Health for All by the year 2000. WHO has established 
formal relations with the international movement 11 International Physicians for the Prevention 
of Nuclear War". 

Faithful to their obligations under the UN Charter, our countries advocate a greater 
role for the United Nations and its agencies, including WHO, in pooling the efforts of 
nations to strengthen peace and international security and solve urgent world problems, 
including those related to public health. This stand on principle by the socialist 
countries was reaffirmed at the Economic Summit of CMEA Member States held in June 1984, 
which adopted a Declaration entitled "Preservation of Peace and International Economic 
Cooperation"• 

As the world celebrates the 40th anniversary of victory by the forces of progress over 
nazism and fascism and the 40th anniversary of the UN, we urge all WHO Member States to step 
up their efforts to avert the war danger and to safeguard basic human rights, the right to 
life and the right to health. 


