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INTERNATIONAL GROUP OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS OF AGROCHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS 

An application from the International Group of National Associations of Agrochemical 
Manufacturers (known as GIFÀP) for admission into official relations with WHO was considered 
by the Executive Board at its fifty-first session in January 1973• On that occasion official 
relations were not established on the recommendation of the Board

1

 s Standing Committee on 
Nongovernmental Organizations, which however "requested the Director-General to maintain 
contact with this nongovernmental organization in order to determine the mutual benefit which 
may be expected from further collaboration".^ 

Collaboration has been strengthened in the intervening years and a further application 
from GIFAP is now attached for consideration of the Executive Board at its seventy-fifth 
session in January 1985. 
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 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol. II, fifth edition (1973-1982), p. 330, 
resolution EB51.R49. 
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APPLICATION FROM AN INTERNATIONAL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO

1 

1 • Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 
GIFAP (International Group of National Associations of Agrochemical 
Manufacturers/Groupement International des Associations Nationales de Fabricants de 
Produits Agrochimiques). 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Mr J . Cossé, Director-General, GIFAP — __“ 
12, Avenue Hamoir 
1180 Brussels, Belgium 

3. General objectives of the organization 

The general objective of GIFAP is to promote crop protection by appropriate use of 
agrochemicals worldwide and to ensure that the properties and application of these products 
are in conformity with the needs of agriculture and society, i.e. optimal food and fibre 
production, and public health uses of pesticides with minimal hazards for man and the 
environment, 

4 . M a i n Activities 

GIFAP
1

 s aims and activities, as specified in its Constitution, are designed： 

一 to promote the safe and sensible manufacture, handling, packing and transport of 
agrochemicals by setting and recommending high standards, in conformity with 
international acceptable rules； 

- t o promote the safe and sensible application of agrochemicals, in conformity with 
national and international standards and regulations for the protection of the user, 
the environment and the consumer; 

- t o promote harmonization of national and international legislation and regulations 
concerning control, testing and approval of agrochemicals; 

- t o provide a forum for discussion, expert advice and information on international 
scientific, technical and practical problems such as toxicology, residues, 
environmental issues, regulatory affairs, information and education, which affect 
industry, agriculture and society as a whole； and to seek to solve these problems; 

- t o help the public to understand the purposes and the nature of agrochemicals and the 
benefits they bring to food production, health, the economy and related areas； 

- t o act on behalf of Member Associations, to take a position on all technical and 
scientific domains which interest, directly or indirectly, industry with regard to 
international and interstate bodies, inçluding FAO, WHO, UNEP, UNIDO， the European 
Economic Community (EEC), as well as many o t h e r s . 

This action will particularly concern matters of regulation and legislation,, toxicology, 
residues, ecology and transport, and safe use. Its members actively promote these areas 
nationally as part of fulfilling the terms and conditions of GIFAP membership. 

1

 As submitted by the applicant on 20 August 1984. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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5. Hov do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO? 

GIFAP represents over 90% of the world pesticide industry and actively collaborates with 
WHO and other United Nations organizations in all areas where an input from the pesticide 
manufacturing industry is thought to be appropriate. As one of the primary objectives of 
GIFAP is to improve the level of education and training in the safe and effective use of 
pesticides, much of GIFAP

1

 s progranmie is directly in line with and complimentary to that of 
WHO in this area. 

6• Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization 

Please specify those activities carried out jointly with WHO during preceding period of 
working relations， and also future joint activities. 

GIFAP has coordinated and fostered industry collaboration with the Vector Biology 
Control Division of WHO in the production of pesticide data sheets and in coordinating 
industry/WHO relationships regarding research and development in vector control. GIFAP is 
also involved with WHO in its pesticide classification scheme, in the proper selection and 
use of vector control agents and in improving the safe formulation, storage, handling and 
field application of pesticides. 

For many years, GIFAP has acted as the central focus for industry collaboration with the 
WHO/FAO Joint Meetings on Pesticide Residues. 

In general, in any WHO or interagency activity in the field of pesticides, GIFAP is and 
has been the industry spokesman and coordinator• 

The major new activity for GIFAP in relation with WHO is the effort to ensure ample and 
effective collaboration with the International Programme on Chemical Safety in their task of 

producing environmental health criteria documents. 

7• Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? Has the 
organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

GIFAP has a special interest in trying to improve the safe arid effective use of 
pesticides, particularly in developing countries where the problems of pesticide misuse are 
particularly acute. To this end the organization has produced and distributed two 
guidelines/booklets, in several languages. The first is: "The Guidelines for the Safe 
Handling of Pesticides during their Formulation, Packing, Storage and Transport" (in English 
and Spanish)• The second is "The Guidelines for the Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides" 
(in English, French, Spanish and Portuguese)•1 

Later in 1984 a third guideline, entitled "Guidelines for Emergency Measures in Cases of 
Pesticide Poisonings", will be published. It will also be in English, French, Spanish and 
Portuguese and will be accompanied by a wall poster. 

8. History of the organization 

GIFAP is the international trade association of the manufacturers of agrochemicals. Its 
members are the national industry associations in twenty-nine countries. The organization 
was originally limited to Europe at its founding in 1960 and became international in scope 
with the membership of the United States of America in 1967. 

For the last several years, recognizing that many of the problems associated with 
pesticide misuse are concentrated in the developing countries, GIFAP has made and continues 
to make a concerted effort to encourage the membership of developing country industry 
associations• 

1

 Held by WHO Secretariat. 
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9• Membership 

- P l e a s e see Annex 1 for full list of members. 

- G I F A P is entirely funded by subscription fees paid to it by the member national 
associations• It is a non-profit-making organization. 

- T h e r e are two types of membership, full and associate. Associate members receive all 
the benefits provided by the organization at a nominal subscription level, but have no 
vote in the General Assembly. Copy of the Constitution and By-laws have been 
provided.1 

10• Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

GIFAP is not affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization. GIFAP 
has working relations with FAO, UNEP, UNIDO, OECD, and the EEC. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices 

GIFAP has its headquarters in Brussels with no other branch or regional office. As 
previously stated, the national associations of pesticide manufacturers are GIFAP members. 
Consequently, they represent GIFAP

1

 s policies on a national level. 

12. Structure 

GIFAP is composed of: 

- a n Executive Committee (a decision-making body)； 
- a Steering Committee (a consultative body)； 
- a General Assembly (a policy-making body composed of the representatives from full 

member national associations of pesticide manufacturers). 

The Executive Committee and Steering Committee meet two to three times per year (the 
last meeting was held in Wilmington, United States of America, on 10 May 1984). 

The General Assembly meets twice a year (the last meeting took place in Wilmington, 
United States of America, 11 May 1984). 

13. Officers 

The Executive Committee members are： 

14. 

Dr Dale E. Wolf (GIFAP President)/Dupont de Nemours/United States of America 
Mr P• Desmarescaux (GIFAP Vice-President)/Rhone Poulenc/France 
Dr G. Bellini/Sobering/Italy 
Dr W . Gauber/Bayer/Federal Republic of Germany 
Dr R. Hampe1/ICI/United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Mr M . Monleon/Serpiol/Spain 
Mr T. Parton/Ciba Geigy/Switzerland 
Dr N . Soh Hokko Chemical Industry/Japan 

The GIFAP Director-General is Mr Jacques Cossé 
The GIFAP Technical Director is Dr G. R. Gardiner. 

Only the Director-General and the Technical Director are paid by the organization. 

Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

1

 Held by WHO Secretariat 
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15. Finances 

GIFAP is financed 
Financial accounts for 

16. Publications : 1 

- a bi-monthly "Bulletin" 
-various technical monographs 
-Guidelines for Safe Handling of Pesticides during their formulation, packing, storage 

and transport 
-Guidelines for Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides 
-Guidelines on Emergency Measures in Cases of Pesticide Poisonings (to be printed at 

end 1984) 

Particular emphasis is given in all GIFAP publications to the judicious and safe use of 
pesticides• 

17 • Documentation^-

The Constitution, By-laws, and a membership list have been provided. GIFAP does not 
publish an annual report. 

totally by subscriptions from the member national associations. 
1981, 1982 arid 1983 have been provided.

1 

1

 Held by WHO Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 

COUNTRY NAME OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION NO. OF MEMBER 

COMPANIES 

Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 

Brazil 
Canada 
Chile 

Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany, Federal 

Republic of 
Guatemala 

India 

Israel 
Italy 

Japan 
Mexico 

Netherlands 
New Zealand 

Norway 
Pakistan 
Philippines 
Portugal 

Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

United States of 
America 

Сamara de Sanidad Agropecuaria y Fertilizantes 
The Agricultural & Veterinary Chemicals Association 
Fachverband der Chemischen Industrie Oesterreichs 
Association Belge de 1

1

 Industrie des Produits 
Phytosanitaires (PHYTOPHAR) 

Associaga"?) Nacional de Defensivos Agrícolas (ANDEF) 
Canadian Agricultural Chemicals Association (CACA) 
Comision Nacional de Productores e importadores de 

Agroquimicos (ASIQUIM) 
Danish Agrochemical. Association 
Chemical Industry Federation 
Union des Industries de la Protection des Plantes (UIPP) 
Industrieverband Pflanzenschutz und Schadlings-

b ekamp f ung smi 11 e1 e.V. (IPS) 
Gremial de Proveedores de Produtos para la Agricultura 

(GREPAGRO) 
Association of Basic Manufacturers of Pesticides (ABMP) 
Pesticides Association of India (PAI) 
Pesticides Manufacturers Association in Israel 
Associazipne Nazionale dell

1

 Industria Chimiea Gruppo 
Antiparassitari Agricoli (ASCHIMICI) 

Society of Agricultural Chemical Industry (SACI) 
Asociación Mexicana de la Industria de Plaguicida y 

Fertilizantes AC 
Nederlandse Stichting voor Fytofarmacie (NEFYTO) 
Agricultural Chemical & Animal Remedies Manufacturers

1 

Association 
Norsk Planteren Forening 
Pakistan Agricultural Pesticides Association 
Agricultural Pesticide Institute of the Philippines inc. 
Associaçao Portuguesa des Empresas Industrials de 

Productos Quimicos 
Agrupación Española de Plaguicidas 
Pesticides Association of Sri Lanka 
Foreningen Sveriges Bekampningsmedelsindustri (SBI) 
Swiss Society of Chemical Industries 

British Agrochemicals Association Ltd (BAA) 

National Agricultural Chemicals Association (NACA) 
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