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1• Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION (IPU) 
UNION INTERPARLEMENTAIRE (UIP) 

2• Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Mr Pio-Carlo Terenzio 
Secretary-General 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
Place du Petit-Sacconex 
B.P. 99, 1211 Geneva 19 
Switzerland 

3, General objectives of the organization 

The purpose of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in accordance with its Statutes is to 
promote personal contacts between members of all Parliaments, constituted into National 
Groups, and to unite them in common action to secure and maintain the full participation of 
their respective States in the firm establishment and development of representative 
institutions and in the advancement of the work of international peace and cooperation, 
particularly by supporting the objectives of the United Nations. With this end in view, the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union shall express its views on all questions of an international 
character suitable for settlement by parliamentary action and shall make suggestions for the 
development of parliamentary institutions, with a view to improving the working of those 
institutions and increasing their prestige• 

4. Main Activities 

The Union
1

s work is essentially carried out in two fields: action for peace and the 
strengthening of parliamentary institutions. Meetings of the Union

1

s statutory organs bring 
together members of Parliament representing different countries and ideological trends for 
the objective study of political, economic, social, parliamentary and cultural problems of 
international significance• Recommendations emanating from recent conferences have referred 
to world hunger, population, environment, youth employment, disarmament, world economic 
situation, human rights, etc• In recent years certain specific subjects have been given 
regular study. Examples are: five Inter-Parliamentary Conferences on European Co-operation 
and Security (Helsinki, 1973, Belgrade, 1975, Vienna, 1978, Brussels, 1980, and 
Budapest, 1983); 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 5 June 1984. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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Inter-Parliamentary Symposium on Environment in Europe (1979) dealing with problems of 
transboundary air and water pollution in the region； series of meetings on Mediterranean 
pollution control (1974, 1975, 1978, 1980 and 1982)； Inter-Parliamentary Symposium on a new 
system of international economic relations, Bucharest, 1975 (followed up in the same year by 
a resolution on this subject at the Conference). Whilst the IPU has no special technical 
competence in the field of health, it has taken positive positions with regard to health in 
the form of recommendations emanating from various inter-parliamentary conferences. For 
example the recommendations from the Parliamentary Conference on Population and Development 
in Africa (Nairobi, 1981) made reference to many aspects of family health and family 
planning. The Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Policies, Programmes and Legislation for 
Children in Africa (Yaoundé, 1982) made various recommendations related to health, with 
special emphasis on primary health care, maternal and child health, immunization, clean water 
and sanitation, family nutrition (including breast-feeding and child nutrition), family 
education, child exploitation and other social problems (drug and alcohol abuse, 
prostitution, etc.) Likewise the Concluding Resolutions of the Vth Inter-parliamentary 
Conference on European Co-operation and Security (Budapest, 1983) made reference inter alia 
to support cooperation among States for implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the 
European Strategy for health for all adopted by the Regional Committee for Europe of WHO, and 
in general called for an active contribution to efforts made within the framework of WHO to 
strengthen European cooperation in the health field, including medical and health systems 
research. The Statutes of the IPU contain provision for the follow-up of its recommendations 
at national level with parliaments and governments, and for reporting on the steps taken and 
the results achieved. In 1984 an Inter-Parliameritary Conference on the Environment will be 
held in cooperation with UNEP. A proposal to hold an Inter-Parliamentary Conference on 
health and development in Asia in 1985 in collaboration with WHO is under consideration. 
Also in 1985 an African Conference on Employment will be held in cooperation with ILO. An 
IPU specialized unit, the International Centre for Parliameritary Documentation gathers and 
distributes information on aspects of parliamentary structure, working methods, etc., and 
carries out a technical cooperation programme aimed at strengthening the structure of 
parliaments in developing countries. 

5• Hov do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO? 

The subjects chosen for study by the IPU丨s governing bodies, in addition to occasional 
topics of a strictly parliamentary nature are drawn from the entire spectrum of issues dealt 
with by the organizations of the United Nations system, including matters relating to WHO

1

s 
field of competence. WHO has been regularly represented at the meetings of IPU

1

 s statutory 
bodies for a number of years. Moreover, there has recently been a growing awareness that, 
for international cooperation to be fully effective, it is important for the necessary 
actions to be carried out in a concerted manner at both the intergovernmental and 
inter-parliamentary levels. This is attested to by the fact that IPU has organized in recent 
years, in cooperation with the relevant United Nations body or agency concerned, special 
meetings relating to aspects of economic and social development which are referred to in 
Section 4. These meetings, which were attended by WHO representatives, had an important 
health component, as demonstrated by many of the recommendations emanating from them. 

6• Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

Please specify the activities which the organization has carried out with WHO during the 
preceding period of working relations, and also future joint activities• 

In cooperation with WHO, IPU contacted the Parliaments of WHO
1

 s European Region in 
early 1983 in order to identify prominent Members of Parliament to whom copies of 
"Health Crisis 2000" were sent. Initiatives have also been taken to provide 
Parliamentary Libraries with WHO documentation relating to the particular interest of 
countries. IPU has had observer status with the Joint Co-ordinating Board of WHO

1

s 
Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases since 1983. A proposal 
to hold an Inter-Parliamentary Conference on Health and Development in Asia, in 1985, in 
collaboration with WHO, is under consideration. IPU is willing to continue to support 
WHO activities at the parliamentary level through the various forms of cooperation 
described above and in sections 4 and 5, or through new forms that may appear desirable 
to both organizations. 
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7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No, 

(b) Has the organization any special reservation as to treatment or health procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the organization 

The origins of the Union date back to 1889 when, on the initiative of two members of 
parliament, Sir William Randal Cremer (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 
and Mr Frédéric Passy (France), it was decided to hold periodically an Inter—Parliamentary 
Conference for International Arbitration. The movement developed rapidly and by 1894 a 
permanent organization had been set up under the name of Inter-Parliamentary Union, with its 
own Statutes and Secretariat. Since then, and although two world wars caused a temporary 
interruption of activities, the continuity of the Union's existence has been maintained, its 
membership and field work expanded and its methods adapted to changing circumstances. 

9 • Membership 

The Union is the only world-wide organization for Parliaments. It is composed of 
national groups which according to the Statutes of the Union "shall be formed of members of a 
Parliament constituted in conformity with the laws of a sovereign State of which it 
rêpresents the population and on the territory on which it functions

11

 • 

As at May 1984, there are national groups in 102 countries which are listed in the 
Annex• Sixty-nine per cent of the affiliated national groups are composed of all the members 
of the national Parliaments； the total number of individual members of Parliament belonging 
to the national groups exceeds 23 000. National groups pay contributions according to a 
scale of assessment• 

10• Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

Consultative status (I) with ECOSOC, consultative status (B) UNESCO, and with UNCTAD 
(general category). IPU makes statements and submits documents regularly to such United 
Nations organs as ECOSOC and the Commission on Human Rights. The resolutions of the 
statutory annual conferences are regularly distributed to the United Nations General Assembly 
at the request of the Government of the host country. In addition, IPU is regularly invited 
to attend general meetings of such United Nations agencies and bodies as ILO, UNHCR, and 
UNICEF. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices 

None 

12• Structure 

-Inter-Parliamentary Conference, which meets twice a year with delegations representing 
national groups, studies problems placed on agenda by Inter-Parliamentary Council, and 
makes recommendations• 

-Inter-Parliamentary Council, which determines and guides the activities of the Union 
and controls their implementation in conformity with the Statutes; composed of two 
members from each affiliated Group. Current President of Council is Mr I. El Sayed 
(Sudan)• 

-Executive Committee, which is the administrative organ of the Union; composed of 
eleven members from different Groups, elected by the Conference. 

一 Committees set up by the Inter-Parliamentary Council to assist Conference in its 
work. Currently there are four Committees； on political questions, international 
security and disarmament； on parliamentary, juridical and human rights questions； on 
economic, social, cultural and environmental questions; on non-self-governing 
territories and ethnic questions. 
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Recent sessions of the Union
1

s statutory organs have been held in Manila and Havana 
(1981), Lagos and Rome (1982), and Helsinki and Seoul (1983), and have been attended by 
approximately 600 members of Parliament on average. 

13. Officers 

Secretary-General; Mr Pio-Carlo Terenzio 
Deputy Secretary-General; Mr Pierre CornilIon 

Total number of paid staff in IPU Secretariat - 20 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15• Finances 

The budget of IPU is financed by contributions from member national groups which are 
provided from official State sources (e.g. budget of Parliament and/or budget of Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs). 

16. PublicationÇs) 

Inter-Parliamentary Bulletin, quarterly in English and French. 
Parliaments of the World, a reference compendium (1976) 

Proceedings and Summary Records of Inter-Parliamentary Conferences, Chronicle of 
parliamentary elections and developments, other studies and bibliographies. 

17• Documentation 

Statutes and Rules, list of member national groups, annual reports, and financial 
reports have been provided 

1

 Held by WHO secretariat. 
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National groups forming the membership of 

Albania 
Algeria 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Benin 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Cameroon 
Canada 
Cape Verde 
China 
Colombia 
Comoros 
Congo 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Czechoslovakia 
Democratic People

1

s Republic of Korea 
Democratic Yemen 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Finland 
France 
Gabon 
German Democratic Republiç 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece 
Guinea 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Kuwait 

ANNEX 

in the following countries and territories: 

Lebanon 
Luxembourg 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Mali 
Mexico 
Monaco 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal 
Republic of Korea 
Romania 
Rwanda 
Senegal 
Singapore 
Somalia 
Spain 
Sri Lanka 
Sudan 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Uganda 
United Arab Emirates 
USSR 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 
United States of America 
Venezuela 
Viet Nam 
Yeman 
Yugoslovaia 
Zaire 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 


