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ASSIGNMENT OF ISRAEL TO THE EUROPEAN REGION 

1. In a letter dated 7 September 1984 the Permanent Representative of Israel to the United 
Nations Office and the International Organizations at Geneva informed the Director-General 
that the Government requested him 11 formally to present to the next World Health Assembly the 
necessity to transfer Israel to the European Region where many of its medical organizations 
are already active and where it would be allowed, at long last, to participate on equal 
footing to regional activities as all other WHO Member States"• 

2• The Director-General considered that the request entailed the inclusion of an item in 
the provisional agenda of the Health Assembly and, with the concurrence of the Government of 
Israel, made the necessary arrangements in accordance with Rule 5(d) of the Rules of 
Procedure of the World Health Assembly. 

3. The text of the letter of 7 September 1984 is reproduced as an annex to this document• 



ANNEX 

COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WHO FROM THE 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AT GENEVA 

Permanent Mission of Israel to the United 
Nations Office and the International 
Organizations at Geneva 

7 September 1984 

Dear Dr Mahler, 

Your letter of 15 June, as well as the content of our conversations of 6 August 1984 and 
of 30 August 1984， have been the subject of thorough study by the competent authorities in 
Israel. I have been instructed, consequently, to inform you of the following ; 

1) The position of the Government of Israel is that the implementation of WHA7.33 
resolution, in all its parts, does not, in any way, necessitate consultations with any other 
party, since its provisions have been clearly stated by the World Health Assembly itself and 
have been further clarified by the Regional Director in his letter of 19 July 1957 to the 
Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

2) Henceforth, its request of 2 May 1984, to be invited to attend all the meetings of 
both Sub-Committees of the Regional Committee should not have been the subject of any form of 
consultations, and objections raised during those consultations should have been discarded 
out of hand as having no legal validity and as standing in flagrant contradiction to the 
letter and spirit of resolution WHA7.33. 

3) Moreover, the position of the Government of Israel, and for that matter of all 
Governments who abide by international morality and legality, is that "political realities" 
as mentioned in your letter, cannot and should not hamper the principles of universality and 
equality which are the corner-stones of WHO as well as the UN Organization itself, without 
which no genuine and beneficial cooperation can be envisaged. 

4) Nevertheless, since it is your belief that if my government "were to insist on being 
invited to attend all the meetings of both Sub-Committees of the Regional Committee, future 
Regional Committee meetings for the majority of Member States of the Region would be 
seriously jeopardized", the Government of Israel has decided, as a gesture of good will, to 
suspend, yet reluctantly, its request to participate in the meeting of Sub-Committee A to be 
held in Tunis during the period 13 to 18 October 1984. 

5) In doing so, the Government of Israel stresses that it cannot condone being 
indefinitely deprived of its basic right to take full part in regional activities within the 
framework of the WHO regional set-up• Furthermore, though Israel strongly believes that its 
natural place is in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, at this stage, it has no alternative 
but to request you formally to present to the next World Health Assembly the necessity to 
transfer Israel to the European Region where many of its medical organizations are already 
active and where it would be allowed, at long last, to participate on equal footing to 
regional activities as all other WHO Member States. 

6) The Government of Israel also requests to be invited to attend, as an observer, the 
next meeting of the European Regional Committee to be held in Copenhagen from 
24 to 29 September 1984. 



Annex 

7) The Government of Israel would like to underline that these two formal requests are 
not to be considered in any way as impairing or prejudicing its inherent rights in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region. Moreover, it is its understanding that, were its admission to 
the European Region not decided upon by the next World Health Assembly because of 
unforeseeable reasons, all necessary steps will be taken to allow its full participation in 
both Committees of the Eastern Mediterranean Region and all other regional activities. 

I hope, dear Dr Mahler, that my Government1 s position, as stated here, will meet with 
your full approval and support. I seize the opportunity to renew to you my highest 
consideration. 

(signed) Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative 


