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REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTORS ON SIGNIFICANT 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

Report by the Regional Director for Europe 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board a report by the 
Regional Director for Europe, which highlights significant developments in the Region, 
including matters arising from discussions at the thirty-fourth session of the Regional 
Committee. Should members of the Board wish to see the full report of the Regional 
Committee, it is available in the Executive Board room. 



REPORT BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR EUROPE ON 
SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

1. The thirtyfourth session of the Regional Committee for Europe was held in Copenhagen 
from 24 to 29 September 1984. In addition to the representatives of the 32 Member States of 
WHO in the European Region and observers from two members of the Economic Commission for 
Europe, observers from Algeria and Israel were present, as well as representatives of 
intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations• 

Decisions of the Regional Committee 

2. Altogether the Committee adopted eight resolutions, of which the following are of 
particular interest to the Board. 

Nomination of the Regional Director (resolution EUR/RC34/R1) 

3« At a private meeting, the Committee nominated Dr J. E• Asvall as Regional Director to 
succeed Dr Kaprio. In resolution EUR/RC34/R1, the Committee requested the Director-General 
to propose to the Executive Board the appointment of Dr Asvall for a period of five years 
from 1 February 1985. 

Proposed programme budget for 1986-1987 (resolution EUR/RC34/R4) 

4. Prior to its detailed review of the proposals, the Committee first considered the report 
of the Consultative Groups on Programme Development and on Budgetary Questions. Various 
representatives welcomed the proposed reallocation of resources in the budget in order to 
optimize the use of the funds available. The shift in emphasis from intercountry to country 
programmes and the real growth in the provision for country programmes, despite budgetary 
constraints y were welcomed; it was felt that the funds thus made available should be used to 
improve the health infrastructure in the countries concerned and develop human resources. 
The Committee also supported the proposal that the increase in the overall country allocation 
be used for the promotion of health-for-all issues, in order to give more flexibility for 
support to Member States in policy areas most important for them. Delegations confirmed 
their support of various activities that were felt to be of particular importance in the 
European Region. Some suggested that certain activities could perhaps be better handled 
within global programmes. It was considered that efforts should be made, when implementing 
the programme, to give priority to activities in support of the regional targets for health 
for all and to continue to seek extrabudgetary funds to support the programme. The format of 
the programme budget document was also discussed and suggestions were made for its further 
improvement• The Committee endorsed the programme budget proposals in resolution EUR/RC34/4, 

5. Concern was expressed at the exchange rate used in the proposals, but the Committee 
fully understood the difficulties facing the Regional Director in view of the almost complete 
uncertainty as to what the exchange rate might be in the biennium in question, and keeping in 
mind the new rules on casual income whereby the greater part of any saving resulting from 
variations in exchange rates would be returned to the Organization as a whole. 

6. Having also endorsed the proposed regional targets, the Committee requested that in the 
implementation of the programme priority be given to activities in support of the targets； 
for example, greater emphasis should be placed on activities related to prevention and 
information support. Efforts should continue to seek extrabudgetary funds to support the 
programme• 

7. It was noted that the proposed appropriation for the Regional Director's Development 
Fund had been increased in order to allow for flexibility in meeting countries1 urgent needs. 

European regional targets (resolution EUR/RC34/R5) 

8. The regional targets in support of the regional strategy for health for all as proposed 
in document EUR/RC34/7, together with the list of indicators for monitoring progress and the 
plan of action, were endorsed by the Committee in resolution EUR/RC34/R5. Recognizing the 



need to update and constantly review the indicators and the plan of action, the Committee 
considered these to be only preliminary at the present stage• The list of 38 targets was 
unanimously endorsed, though the Committee felt that account must be taken of constitutional 
aspects in certain Member States with federal or confederate systems of government. Emphasis 
will now be placed, at both national and regional level, on the establishment of managerial 
processes and adequate information systems to support national developments towards health 
for all. 

9. A seminar was held on 28 September 1984, followed by a computer-assisted planning 
demonstration on 1 and 2 October, for those persons who will be responsible in countries for 
preparing the reports on evaluation of the strategies, based on the common framework, to be 
submitted by March 1985. 

Methods of work of the Regional Committee (resolution EUR/RC34/6) 

10. Briefly reviewing its methods of work, the Committee decided in resolution EUR/RC34/R6 
that when its sessions were held in Copenhagen (in even years), technical discussions should 
be arranged but technical visits should not normally take place； however, when sessions were 
held elsewhere (in odd years), technical discussions should not take place, but arrangements 
should be made for visits to acquaint participants with the health and related services of 
the host country. 

Technical discussions at future sessions (resolution EUR/RC34/7) 

11. In view of the above decision, the Committee postponed the technical discussion on 
"Infectious diseases: current problems in the European Region" until its thirty-sixth 
session, in 1986 (resolution EUR/RC34/R7)• 

European Advisory Committee for Medical Research 

12• The Advisory Committee had carried out a detailed review of research activities in 
various programme areas and presented a report on its tenth session to the Regional 
Committee, where the suggestion was again made that the title of this advisory body be 
amended to cover the wider 1'health" and not only the "medical" aspects of research. The 
matter may be one for discussion by the Executive Board, since it would be preferable to 
follow a uniform practice throughout the Organization. The Advisory Committee had devoted 
much time to the consideration and examination of the research elements in the proposed 
regional targets, verifying their soundness and making suggestions as to the further 
development of the research activities related to the targets• 

II. OTHER ACTIVITIES 

13. In this short report, apart from Regional Committee matters, attention is also drawn to 
the fact that, following the Conference on Primary Health Care in Industrialized Countries 
held in Bordeaux, France in 1983, and the review of problems and policies in environmental 
health at a meeting in Vienna in December 1983, a European Conference on Planning and 
Management for Health was held in The Hague, Netherlands, in August 1984. From these major 
recent activities, important guidelines and recommendations emerged for the further 
development of the regional targets and for the planning and implementation of the regional 
programme budget for 1986-1987, as well as recommendations for more coordinated intersectoral 
activities for health promotion in Member States• 


