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Provisional agenda item 24.3 <NO£XEO 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Second report of the Committee of the Executive Board to 
Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the 

Thirtyseventh World Health Assembly 
1 • 

1. At its seventy-third session (January 1984), in resolution EB73.R14, the Executive 
Board established a Committee consisting of Dr A. Khalid bin Sahan, Professor A. Lafontaine, 
DrD.G. Makuto and Мгз G. Thomas to consider, inter alia, the subject of "Members in arrears 
in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the 
Constitution", and to report thereon to the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly on behalf 
of the Board. The Committee met on 7 May 1984 under the chairmanship of Mrs G. Thomas. 
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2. The Committee had before it a report by the Director-General, attached as an annex, 
which indicated that at 30 April 1984 eight Members - Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, 
Democratic Kampuchea, Grenada, Guinea, Nicaragua and Romania - were in arrears to an extent 
which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. The Committee was informed that no action 
was required by it in respect of Chad, in view of the recommendation of the Executive Board 
to the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly proposing the acceptance pf Chad's proposal for 
the settlement of its outstanding contributions.^ With regard to the remaining seven Members 
concerned, the Committee was advised that since the date of issuance of the Director-General's 
report sufficient contribution payments had been received from the Central African Republic 
(US$ 24 644), Democratic Kampuchea (US$ 21 625) , Grenada (US$ 17 605) and Guinea (US$ 44 990) 
to remove these four Members from the list of Members in arrears to an extent which may 
invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. This, in addition to Chad, left three Members on the 
list: Comoros, Nicaragua and Romania. 

3. The Committee expressed serious concern over the increase in recent years in delays 
in the payment of contributions by a number of Members to an extent which may invoke 
Article 7 of the Constitution. Having regard to the fact that two of the Members concerned, 
i.e.9 Comoros and Romania, had communicated their intentions to the Director-General as 
regards payment and the fact that the indebtedness of the third Member, Nicaragua, amounted 
to exactly the sum of the contributions for the preceding two years, i.e., 1982 and 1983, 
the Committee decided to recommend that the three Members concerned should be given additional 
time in which to make payment of their arrears while retaining their voting rights at the 
Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly. The Committee requested the Director-General to 
communicate by cable with the Members concerned to urge them to make payment or provide 
information on their plans to regularize their position with WHO as soon as possible• 

4. The Committee was informed that in the United Nations and some specialized agencies 
of the United Nations family the suspension of voting rights was automatic in the event 
of non-payment of contributions in amounts which equal or exceed the amount of the 
contributions due for the preceding two full years, and restoration of these rights was the 
prerogative of the governing bodies. The Committee felt that in future years the Assembly 
should consider the adoption of a less liberal policy, under which suspension of voting 
rights would be applied as a matter of course by the Assembly unless in a particular case 
the Assembly decided otherwise for exceptional reasons. 
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5. Based on the information available at the time of the meeting, the Committee recommends 
the following resolution to the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly： 

The Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee of the Executive Board to 
Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-seventh World Health 
Assembly on Members in arrears to an extent which may invoke the provisions 
of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having noted that Comoros, Nicaragua and Romania are in arrears to such an 
extent that it is necessary for the Health Assembly to consider, in accordance 
with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of 
these Members should be suspended; 

1. EXPRESSES serious concern at the number of Members in recent years which 
have been subject to Article 7 of the Constitution; 

2. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of Comoros, Nicaragua and Romania; 

3. URGES these Members to intensify efforts in order to regularize their position; 

4. CONSIDERS that in future years the Health Assembly should decide to suspend 
the voting rights of Members subject to Article 7 of the Constitution as a matter 
of course, unless in a particular case there are exceptional circumstances 
justifying the retention of the right to vote which have been communicated by the 
Member concerned; 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to 
concerned. 

communicate this resolution to the Members 



ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION A3 7/1O 
ANNEX 
EB73/cFl/2 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 3 May 1984 
Seventy-third Session 

Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 
Certain Financial Matters prior to the 
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1 • Introduction 

The Eighth World Health Assembly resolved in resolution WHA8.13 (May 1955) that, "if a 
Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions to the Organization in an 
amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding 
two full years a.ü the time of the opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year 9 
the Assembly shall consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not 
the right of vote of such a Member shall be suspended". 

Pursuant to resolution WHA16.20 of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly (May 1963), the 
Executive Board, at sessions when the agenda of the Health Assembly is prepared, is required 
"to make specific recommendations, with the reasons therefor, to the Health Assembly with 
regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contributions to the Organization to an 
extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution". 

In the same resolution the Health Assembly invited the Members concerned to submit to 
the Executive Board a statement of their intentions as to payment， so that the Health 
Assembly, when it considers the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution WHA8.13, 
will be able to make its decision on the basis of the statements of such Members and the 
recommendations of the Executive Board. 

Finally, under the terms of the resolution the Director-General was requested to study 
their difficulties with the Members concerned and to report to the appropriate sessions of 
the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. 

2• Members concerned 

As at 30 April 1984, when this document was prepared, the following eight Members were 
in arrears for amounts which equalled or exceeded their contributions for two full years prior 
to 1984: Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Kampuchea, Grenada, Guinea, 
Nicaragua, and Romania. The number of Members concerned at 30 April 1984 represented a 
substantial increase as compared with the number of Members concerned at the time of adoption 
of relevant resolutions by the Health Assembly in the previous five years, as follows : 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN 
EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Report by the Director-General 

Years Number of Members concerned 

May 1979 
May 1980 
May 1981 
May 1982 
May 1983 

2 
5 



The status of the prior years1 arrears of contributions of the Members concerned is 
shown in the Annex to this document. 

3. Action, taken by the Director-General 

The Executive Board, at its meeting in January 1984, having noted the report^ of the 
Director-General on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 
which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, recommended to the Thirty-seventh World Health 
Assembly the acceptance of Chad1 s proposal for settlement of its outstanding contributions^ 
and requested the Director-General to continue his contacts with the other Members.3 The 
Director-General transmitted the text of resolution EB73.R1 to Chad and, as requested, 
communicated in February 1984 with the other Members concerned, urging them to pay their 
arrears or, if they were unable to do so before the opening of the Thirty-seventh World Health 
Assembly, to provide a statement of their intentions as to payment for presentation to the 
Committee of the Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the 
Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly. Further communications were sent by the Director-General 
in March and April 1984 to the seven Members concerned. 

4• Communications and payments received since the closure of the 
Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly 

The intentions as to payment of the Members concerned, other than Chad, as conveyed in 
the most recent communications received by the Director-General since the closure of the 
Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly (May 1983), are as follows : 

- I n a letter dated 11 April 1984, the Permanent Representative of Democratic Kampuchea 
to the United Nations has forwarded to the Director-General a letter dated 22 March 1984 
from his Government stating that the present situation in Democratic Kampuchea obliges 
the Government to request a degree of latitude and the maintenance of its rights in the 
Organization until such time as a return to a nomal situation enables it to resume 
payment of its contributions to WHO. 

- I n a telex dated 21 December 1983, Grenada has conveyed its intention to settle its 
indebtedness to WHO during 1984. 

- I n a letter dated 27 December 1983, Romania stated that every effort would be made to 
settle its indebtedness prior to the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly, 

Payments received from the Members concerned since the closure of the Thirty-sixth World 
Health Assembly (May 1983) have been applied as follows: 

Member Date Amount in US $ Credited to 

Grenada 27 September 1983 20 000 1980 instalment of contribution 
(part) 

2 April 1984 1 650 1980 instalment of contribution 
(balance) 

2 April 1984 8 350 1981 instalment of contribution 
(part) 

1 Document EB73/37. 
2 
Document ЕВ73/1984/REC/1, p. 1， resolution EB73.R1, and document A37/INF.DOC./1. 

3 Document ЕВ73/1984/REC/1, p. 17, decision EB73(4). 



5. Action to be taken by the Committee 

As stated earlier, the Executive Board has recommended to the Thirty-seventh World Health 
Assembly the acceptance of Chad's proposal for settlement of its outstanding contributions, 
and no action is required of the Committee in this respect. As concerns the other Members, 
the Committee will wish to decide what recommendations to make on behalf of the Executive Board 
to the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly. It could recommend: 

(1) that the voting rights of any of the Members concerned be suspended unless 
additional payments or satisfactory reasons for non-payment are received prior to the 
time when this item is dealt with by the Health Assembly; or 

(2) that these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of their 
arrears while retaining their voting rights at the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly. 



ANNEX 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN 
EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Status of prior years1 arrears as at 30 April 1984 

Members 
Amounts payable during 

Total Members 
1980 1981 1982 1983 

Total 

US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ 

Central African Republic .. - 3 320^ 22 495 22 495 48 310 

Chad 21 650 21 625 22 495 22 495 88 265 

Comoros 799^ 21 625 22 495 22 495 67 41A 

Democratic Kampuchea - 21 624- 22 495 22 495 66 614 

Grenada - 13 275^ 22 495 22 495 58 265 

- - 22 495 22 495 A4 990 

- 22 495 22 495 44 990 

Romania - 409 790^ 449 935 449 935 1 309 660 

一 Balance of contribution. 


