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TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Report by the Director-General 

Following the entry into force on 20 January 1984 of the 
amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution, which increase 
the number of members of the Executive Board from thirty to thirty-one, 
the World Health Assembly will need to alter its procedure for electing 
Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board. 

The Assembly will also need to adapt the corresponding provisions 
of its Rules of Procedure to the new composition of the Board. A draft 
resolution prepared for this purpose is submitted for the Assembly1s 
consideration in paragraph 4. 

1. In 1976 the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA29.38 containing 
amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the WHO Constitution.^ These amendments, which concern 
an increase by one in the number of members of the Executive Board in order to permit the 
election from each region of at least three Member States entitled to designate a person to 
serve on the Board, have now come into force. The amended articles are worded as follows： 

Article 24 

The Board shall consist of thirty-one persons designated by as many Members. The 
Health Assembly, taking into account an equitable geographical distribution, shall elect 
the Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board, provided that, of such 
Members, not less than three shall be elected from each of the regional organizations 
established pursuant to Article 44. Each of these Members should appoint to the Board a 
person technically qualified in the field of health, who may be accompanied by 
alternates and advisers. 

Article 25 

These Members shall be elected for three years and may be re-elected, provided that 
of the eleven members elected at the first session of the Health Assembly held after the 
coming into force of the amendment to this Constitution increasing the membership of the 
Board from thirty to thirty-one the term of office of the additional Member elected 
shall, insofar as may be necessary, be of such lesser duration as shall facilitate the 
election of at least one Member from each regional organization in each year. 

2. The entry into force of these amendments has practical consequences which are drawn to 
the attention of the Health Assembly. Some of these consequences concern the procedures 
which the Assembly will need to follow in order to conduct the election; others call for 
amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly. 

_
 

1 The WHO Constitution is published in Basic Documents, 34th ed., 1984, p. 



2.1 Under the provisions of the new Article 24, the Assembly should this year no longer 
elect ten Member States as in the past, but should elect eleven Member States in order to 
raise the total number of members of the Board to thirty-one. In order to maintain the 
membership of the Board at thirty-one members, elections will need to follow the sequence 
eleven^ ten, ten in each three-year cycle. However, in 1984 (for the reason explained in 
paragraph 2.3 below) only ten Member States will be elected for a three-year period, the 
eleventh Member State being elected for only one year, i.e. until 1985. Thus, there will be 
eleven seats to be filled in 1985, ten seats in 1986 and 1987, again eleven seats in 1988, 
and so on. 

2.2 Moreover, in accordance with the provisions of the new Article 24, the Board must 
contain at least three persons designated by as many Member States from each region. 
Hitherto each of the Organization1s regions has had at least three members of the Board, 
except one, the South-East Asia Region, which had only two. Accordingly, in order to meet 
the new constitutional requirements and ensure that the last-named Region has three members 
of the Board, the Assembly should this year elect two Member States instead of one for the 
South-East Asia Region. 

2.3 The question of the duration of the term of office of these two Member States now 
arises, in view of the provisions of the new Article 25. This Article stipulates ttiat at 
least one Member State from each regional organization should be elected each year. The term 
of office of one of the Member States of the South-East Asia Region which has designated a 
person to serve on the Board, namely Maldives, expires this year (1984). The term of office 
of the other Member State of this Region, Nepal, expires in two years1 time (1986). In order 
to permit the establishment of regular rotation the Assembly will need as a transitional 
measure9 this year only, to choose from the two Member States elected from the 
South-East Asia Region the one for which the term of office will be limited to one year; the 
normal term of office of three years will apply to the other. Unless there is agreement 
between the two countries concerned an appropriate solution would be to decide between these 
two countries by drawing lots. By virtue of this procedure, the seat occupied for one year 
only will fall vacant in 1985• In 1986 the seat of the member of the Board designated by 
Nepal will likewise become vacant. In 1987 the seat occupied for a normal period will in 
turn become vacant, and so on. 

These constitutional changes also make it necessary to amend Rules 102, 103 and 104 of 
the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly.^ The amendments could be as 
follows；^ 

Old text New text 

Rule 102 

The General Committee, having regard to 
the provisions of Chapter VI of the 
Constitution, to Rule 100, to the suggestions 
placed before it by Members, and to the 
candidatures put forward by the members of 
the General Committee during its meeting, 
shall by secret ballot draw up a list of not 
more than fifteen and not less than ten 
Members. This list shall be transmitted to 
the Health Assembly at least twenty-four 
hours before the Health Assembly convenes for 
the purpose of the annual election of ten 
Members to be entitled to designate a person 
to serve on the Board. 

The General Committee, having regard to 
the provisions of Chapter VI of the 
Constitution, to Rule 100, to the 
suggestions placed before it by Members, and 
to the candidatures put forward by the 
members of the General Committee during its 
meeting, shall by secret ballot draw up a 
list consisting of at most fifteen Members 
and at least the same number of Members as 
the number of seats to be filled. This list 
shall be transmitted to the Health Assembly 
at least twenty-four hours before the Health 
Assembly convenes for the purpose of the 
annual election of [ten] Members to be 
entitled to designate a person to serve on 
the Board. 

1 The Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly are published in Basic 
Documents, 34th ed., 1984, p. 110. 

2 The amended text is underlined; words to be omitted are placed between square 
brackets. 



Old text 

The General Committee shall recommend in 
such list to the Health Assembly the ten 
Members which, in the Committee's opinion, 
would provide, if elected, a balanced 
distribution of the Board as a whole• 

Members included in such list other than 
the ten Members which, in the Committee1 s 
opinion, would provide, if elected, a 
balanced distribution of the Board as a whole 
may withdraw their candidatures from the 
list by notification to the President not 
later than the closure of working hours on 
the day preceding the annual election by the 
Health Assembly of ten Members to be 
entitled to designate a person to serve on 
the Board. Any such withdrawal shall be 
published in the Journal of the Health 
Assembly and announced by the President 
prior to the commencement of voting. 

Rule 

New text 

The General Committee shall recommend in 
such list to the Health Assembly the [ten] 
Members which, in the Committee1 s opinion, 
would provide, if elected, a balanced 
distribution of the Board as a whole. 

Members included in such list other than 
the [ten] Members which, in the Committee•s 
opinion, would provide, if elected, a 
balanced distribution of the Board as a whole 
may withdraw their candidatures from the 
list by notification to the President not 
later than the closure of working hours on 
the day preceding the annual election by the 
Health Assembly of [ten] Members to be 
entitled to designate a person to serve on 
the Board• Any such withdrawal shall be 
published in the Journal of the Health 
Assembly and announced by the President 
prior to the commencement of voting. 

103 

Subject to the provisions of Rule 80 
the Health Assembly shall elect by secret 
ballot from among the Members nominated in 
accordance with the provisions of Rule 102 
the ten Members to be entitled to designate Delete the word "ten". 
persons to serve on the Board. Those 
candidates obtaining the majority required 
shall be elected. If after five such ballots 
one or more seats remain to be filled no 
further ballot shall be taken and the General 
Committee shall be requested to submit 
nominations for candidates for the seats 
remaining to be filled, in accordance with 
Rule 102, the number of candidates so 
nominated not exceeding twice the number of 
seats remaining to be filled. Additional 
ballots shall be taken for the seats 
remaining to be filled and those candidates 
obtaining the majority required shall be 
elected• 

If after three such ballots one or more 
seats remain to be filled, the candidate 
obtaining in the third ballot the least 
number of votes shall be eliminated and a 
further ballot taken and so on until all the 
seats have been filled. 

In any ballots taken under the 
provisions of this Rule no nominations other 
than those made in accordance with the 
provisions of Rule 102 and this Rule shall 
be considered. 



Old text New text 

Rule 104 

Should a Member, entitled by a previous 
election to designate a person to serve on 
the Board, for any reason surrender such 
right before the expiration of the term for 
which elected, or under the provisions of 
Rule 107 have forfeited such right, the 
Health Assembly, at a regular session, shall 
elect another Member to be entitled to 
designate a person for the remainder of the 
period to which the Member having so 
surrendered or forfeited its right would 
otherwise have been entitled. Such election 
shall, mutatis mutandis, be subject to 
Rules 83, 84 and 101 to 103, provided that 
not more than twice the number of candidates 
for the number of seats vacant shall be 
nominated and provided that such elections 
shall precede the annual election of the ten Delete the word "ten". 
Members entitled to designate a person to 
serve on the Board in accordance with Rule 100• 

4. If the above amendments are acceptable to the Assembly, it may wish to adopt a 
resolution worded as follows; 

The Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly, 

Considering that the èntry into force of the amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of 
the Constitution, increasing the number of members of the Executive Board from thirty to 
thirty-one, calls for amendments to Rules 102 to 104 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
World Health Assembly； 

ADOPTS the following amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the World Health 
Assembly； 

Rule 102 

Replace the present text by the following text; 

The General Committee, having regard to the provisions of Chapter VI of the 
Constitution, to Rule 100, to the suggestions placed before it by Members, and to the 
candidatures put forward by the members of the General Committee during its meeting, 
shall by secret ballot draw up a list consisting of at most fifteen Members and at least 
the same number of Members as the number of seats to be filled. This list shall be 
transmitted to the Health Assembly at least twenty-four hours before the Health Assembly 
convenes for the purpose of the annual election of Members to be entitled to designate a 
person to serve on the Board. 

The General Committee shall recommend in such list to the Health Assembly the 
Members which, in the Committee1 s opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced 
distribution of the Board as a whole. 

Members included in such list other than the Members which, in the Committee1 s 
opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole may 
withdraw their candidatures from the list by notification to the President not later 
than the closure of working hours on the day preceding the annual election by the Health 
Assembly of Members to be entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board. Any 
such withdrawal shall be published in the Journal of the Health Assembly and announced 
by the President prior to the commencement of voting. 



Rule 103 

Delete the word "ten" in the first sentence. 

Rule 104 

Delete the word "ten" in the second sentence. 


