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Comments from the United Nations and its specialized agencies 
and other United Nations organizations on the proposed programme budget 

一 for the financial period 1984-1985 

In accordance with the arrangements for prior consultations on work 
programmes between organizations within the United Nations system, the 
Director-General transmitted the proposed programme budget for the 
financial period 1984-1985 to all organizations of the United Nations 
system on 28 February 1983 . The comments received are submitted for 
the information of the Health AssemblyЛ 

1. UNITED NATIONS 

1.1 Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 

"Three items are of interest to two of the ECE subsidiary bodies : 

-Programme 9.3 on 1 Workers1 health' , in particular the part dealing with occupational 
injuries and diseases, because of its relationships with several projects included in 
the Timber Committee's work programme, under section 14.3.1.3 on 'Human aspects of 
forest operations‘； 

-Programme 11.3 on 'Control of environmental health hazards1 , as well as the 
International Programme on Chemical Safety in its evaluation of the effects of 
chemicals used in agriculture, are of interest to the activities of the ECE Committee 
on Agricultural Problems . 

It would be of interest to the ECE secretariat to know whether the WHO programme for 
agriculture includes forestry and if so, whether WHO would be interested in our collaboration 
in view of Project 14.3.1.3.4 of the ECE Timber Committee which involves the setting up of a 
team of specialists on chemicals in forestry, including the study of health hazards involved." 

1.2 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

"Programme 3.1 - Health situation and trend assessment 

According to paragraph 122 of the Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) for the 1980s 
for the Least Developed Countries adopted by the United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries held in Paris from 1-14 Spetember 1981, the specialized agencies of the 

The comments refer to the proposed programme budget as presented in document Рв/84-85, 
Geneva, 1982. Minor editorial adjustments have been made to facilitate reference to that 
document. 
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United Nations 1 should be encouraged to give full attention in their economic analyses and 
monitoring to the problems , needs and achievements of the LDCs and produce relevant statistics• 
Within and subject to its existing structure and procedures, each such body should prepare 
periodic reports on the activities falling within its competence as inputs into the global 
review process '. 

As a mid-term global review of progress towards the implementation of the SNPA should be 
undertaken in 1985， the UNCTAD secretariat would have appreciated some specific references to 
this future work in WHO'S proposed programme budget for 1984-1985 (for example in 
programme 3.1)." 

"Programme 12.2 - Essential drugs and vaccines 

UNCTAD has been providing technical assistance to developing countries, particularly the 
least developed countries， and regional organizations in the formulation and implementation of 
national and regional drug policies with special reference to rationalization of drug 
procurement, transfer of pharmaceutical technology and strengthening the technological 
capacity of developing countries with regard to production, technology plans and programmes 
concerning essential drugs, procurement, marketing and distribution within health care 
services, and efficient drug supply management in general. 

These are areas where co-operation between the two organizations could be further 
strengthened . It was in this context that technical officers of WHO and UNCTAD have been 
discussing for some time an agreement of co-operation between the two organizations. The 
Secretary-General of UNCTAD had already agreed with the basic draft prepared by the technical 
officers arid had communicated the draft to the Director-General of WHO for his views. The 
draft agreement embodies rather broad principles and general areas together with an expression 
of will for co-operation. We feel that the finalization of this agreement by the two 
organizations will strengthen our programmes of activities in the pharmaceutical sector 

2. INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION (ILO) 

"The proposals provide opportunities for continued collaboration between WHO and the ILO. 
Some of the proposed programmes are of particular interest to the ILO and could be mutually 
beneficial. 

The ILO notes the general tenor of the 'Introduction' to the proposals ； in particular 
in relation to the efforts to concentrate WHO resources more effectively in supporting 
governments in building up their health systems in the manner referred to in the 'Strategy 
for Health for All1 ; in the provision of valid information on health systems and costs ； 
and in the proper use of such information. It is noted that some 33% of regular budget 
funds are to be devoted to support countries in the development of the infrastructure of 
health services. 

In relation to these activities, the promise of continued collaboration between the ILO, 
WHO and other agencies in the identification and definition of strategies and programmes for 
national health development (programme 2 Л , paragraph 10) is welcome, as is the assurance 
that dialogue will continue to ensure optimum coordination and consultation on technical 
cooperation projects (programme 2.4, paragraph 11). 

The ILO is pleased to note the proposal to maintain the relationship with the ILO in 
the area of workers' health and health-related activities (programme 2.4, paragraph 24) in 
the context of the common interest in identifying and implementing strategies for the 
achievement of the goal of health for all (programme 2.4, paragraph 25). 

The ILO has a special interest in the way social security systems can be used to help to 
achieve this objective. In its own programme for 1984-85 provision is made for the 
completion of studies begun in the present biennium, in cooperation with РАНО, on the 
diagnosis of the present position and future outlook for health insurance in the Latin American 



region and the Caribbean. The studies include the identification of recent policy changes 
and their effects and the impact of health insurance on primary health care strategies 
(including prevention), and are designed to produce guidelines for a truly national approach 
to the issues . Cooperation with РАНО will continue and it is expected that the experience 
obtained will be of value when extending the research and studies to another region (French-
speaking Africa) • It is therefore encouraging to note the proposals contained in 
programme 4, paragraph 15 ； the studies (programme 4，paragraph 25) on alternative ways of 
financing primary health care at the community level by means of simple social insurance 
schemes ； and the indication that such studies will include the organization of seminars, 
etc. (programme 4, paragraph 26). It is observed that the proposal in programme 4, 
paragraph 38, is related to the ILO study mentioned above. 

With regard to all these proposed activities the ILO would appreciate being kept informed 
of developments in programme implementation. 

With regard to health manpower, WHO collaboration with the ILO in respect of costs and 
financing mechanisms would be welcome. The emphasis given to these proposals, particularly 
in relation to the programme statement for Europe (pages 364-365, paragraphs 19-23)，are 
echoed by the ILO Social Security Department, the work of which in this and related areas 
will continue to be available to the WHO. It remains essential that collaboration and 
consultation between the agencies is maintained. 

The prevention of occupational accidents and diseases is also of special interest to the 
ILO. Note has been taken of the proposals in programme 8, paragraph 8 ； programme 8.3, 
paragraph 1, in relation to interagency collaboration ； and programme 9.3，paragraphs 7,11 and 
14, concerning evaluation and other aspects of this important topic. 

Other important sectors in which, as in previous years, the ILO will continue to 
cooperate closely with the WHO are vocational rehabilitation and the prevention of disability. 
In particular, this cooperation will include joint work on the development of community-
based rehabilitation projects (programme 12.5), mental health activities including the 
rehabilitation of alcohol and drug-dependent persons (programme 10) and participation in the 
meetings of the Advisory Group on the Prevention of Blindness (programme 13.14). 

The ILO is convinced that the two organizations should continue to collaborate closely in 
all areas of mutual concern. In particular, it should be noted that in preparing the ILO's 
programme and budget proposals for 1984-85, the objective of Health for All for the Year 2000 
was kept especially in mind in relation to ILO Major Programme 110 (Social Security) 

3 . UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO) 

"On behalf of Director-General, I have honour transmit to you following comments on 
WHO proposed programme budget 1984-1985. UNESCO hopes for strengthened interagency 
cooperation as regards WHO 'S proposed programmes for nutrition, mental health, and science 
and technology of health and UNESCO1 s programmes in interdisciplinary brain research, 
traditional medicine and chemistry of natural products, general microbiology, and application 
of biological research to public health problems. Recommended that UNESCO and WHO follow-up 
organization of joint activities in above fields through exchange of information on research 
and training. Would also welcome WHO support for African biosciences network, particularly 
in development of research activities in insect physiology, educational aids and development 
of human manpower resources 


