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REPORTS OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT 

Report by the Director-General 

In accordance with agreed procedures， two formal reports received 
from the Joint Inspection Unit are submitted, with the Director-
General 1 s comments thereon, for the Board's consideration. A 
suggested draft resolution is contained in section 4. 

1• Introduction 

1.1 The Director-General is pleased to transmit to the Board, together with his comments, 
the following reports prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU):^ 

(i) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit, 1 July 1981 - 30 June 1982 (Official Records 
of the United Nations General Assembly， Thirty-seventh session. Supplement No. 34 
(A/37/34)"“- Annex I to this document) . ~ “ — 

(ii) Coordination in the field of public information activities among the members of 
the United Nations system (document JIU/REP/8l/2) • Annex II to this document). 

2. Report of the Joint Inspection Unit, 1 July 1981 - 30 June 1982 (Annex I) 

2.1 This report, the fourteenth prepared by JIU since its creation on 1 January 1968, gives 
an account of the Unit1 s activities during the period 1 July 1981 - 30 June 1982. The 
Director-General has no specific comments to offer on the report. 

3• Coordination in the field of public information activities among the members of the 
United Nations system (document JIU/REP/81/2 - Annex II) 

3.1 This report, limited to the question of coordination in the field of public information, 
follows upon earlier JIU studies on coordination and cooperation among members of the United 
Nations system. It deals in particular with the questions of cost of public information 
services, the status of the Joint United Nations Information Committee (JUNIC) and of the 
publication Development Forum, and the desirability of common facilities. 

3.2 On the subject of cost, the report draws attention to the difficulties of obtaining 
comparable details of expenditure from the organizations within the system and recommends 
that JUNIC, in collaboration with the Consultative Committee on Administrative Questions (CCAQ), 
should elaborate a standardized form of presentation of the funds spent on these activities. 
It also comments on the high ratio of staff and travel costs to operational activities and 
recommends a pooling of the resources of the members of the system in order to avoid dupli-
cation and to undertake joint system-wide activities. 

1 The annexes mentioned are attached only to the copies of this document distributed to 
members of the Executive Board. 
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3.3 It also recommends that JUNIC should be strengthened and made more responsible, with a 
proper budget to be contributed by the participating organizations. Development Forum should 
be financed on the basis of obligatory contributions to provide sufficient and assured funding. 
The report stresses the need to rationalize common facilities in order to provide more even 
geographical coverage and to avoid duplication. 

3.4 In its comments on the report for the purposes of the preparation of joint ACC comments, 
WHO, whilst expressing general agreement with most of the recommendations, had reservations 
about the way in which staff and travel costs had been contrasted with operational costs, 
when the two were inextricably linked. It also laid particular stress on the fact that, 
by a mandate from its governing bodies, the WHO public information programme is focused on 
health education and information at country level• The suggestions in the JIU report were 
thus largely irrelevant to WHO. The Organization could not, therefore, accept that JUNIC 
decisions should become binding on individual organizations working in differing specialized 
fields. There was, rather, a need for unity of doctrine with diversity of action. 

3.5 Both these points have been reflected in the comments of ACC on this report (United 
Nations document A/37/174)， which are appended to Annex II to this document, and with which 
the Director-General concurs. 

4. Suggested action by the Executive Board 

4.1 The Board may wish to consider the adoption of the following draft resolution： 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the following reports of 
the Joint Inspection Unit : 

(1) report of the Joint Inspection Unit, 1 July 1981 - 30 June 1982; 

(2) coordination in the field of public information activities among members of 
the United Nations system； 

1. THANKS the Inspectors for their reports ； 

2. AGREES with the comments of the Director-General on the reports presented to the 
Board； 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit his report and this resolution to: 

(1) the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for transmission to the Economic 
and Social Council through the Committee for Programme and Coordination; 

(2) the External Auditor of the World Health Organization ； 

(3) the Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit. 


