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Provisional agenda item 34.4 

COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: 
COOPERATION WITH NEWLY INDEPENDENT AND EMERGING STATES IN AFRICA: 

LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Report by the Director-General 

This report, submitted in accordance with resolutions WHA35.20, 
WHA35.21 and WHA35.29, describes the action so far taken during the two-
year period 1982-1983 to meet the health needs of the States concerned 
and of national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of 
African Unity. 

1. Introduction 

1�1 The Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA35.20: 

(1) resolved that WHO should: 

(i) take emergency measures to help the front-line countries solve acute health 
problems of the Namibian and South-African refugees; 

(ii) provide countries attacked by South Africa with medical assistance, health 
personnel, medical teams, pharmaceutical products and financial assistance for 
their national health programmes and for such special health programmes as were 
necessary as a consequence of the military operations; 

(2) called upon the Member States, according to their possibilities, to provide 
adequate medical assistance to the front-line states (Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe) and Lesotho and Swaziland; 

(3) requested the Director-General to report to the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly 
on the progress made in the implementation of this resolution. 

1.2 In its resolution WHA35.21 the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, persuaded that the 
peoples of Southern Africa could achieve the goal of health for all by the year 2000 only if 
the illegal occupation of Namibia was ended and Namibia1 s and South Africa's rights to self-
determination were recognized. 

(1) reaffirmed its support for the Namibian and South African people's legitimate 
struggle to attain their national liberation; 

(2) renewed its request to the Director-General to continue collaboration with the 
United Nations agencies and the international community in order to obtain the necessary 
support in the health sector for national liberation movements recognized by the 
Organization of African Unity; 

(3) urged the Director-General to accelerate the implementation of the plan of action 
contained in the report of the International Conference on Apartheid and Health; 

(4) requested the Director-General to give a detailed report to the Thirty-sixth World 
Health Assembly on the progress made in implementing this resolution. 
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1.3 In its resolution WHA35.29 the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, inter alia, requested 
the Director-General: 

(1) to continue and intensify his close cooperation, within his fields of competence, 
with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and other relevant 
organizations in the implementation and follow-up of the conclusions of the International 
Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa; 

(2) to submit a comprehensive report to the seventy-first session of the Executive 
Board aná the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly on the concrete measures taken 
by the Organization to implement this resolution� 

1.4 In his report-'- to the severity-first session of the Executive Board on health assistance 
to refugees in Africa, the Director-General described WHO'S cooperation with the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR) and the measures taken by the Organization 
to help African refugees. 

2• International collaboration 

2.1 WHO headquarters and the Regional Office 
with the countries concerned, the Organization 
institutions of the United Nations system, and 

for Africa are continuing to collaborate closely 
of African Unity (OAU), the agencies and 
other agencies to: 

(i) provide an acceptable level of health for refugees; 

(ii) maintain technical cooperation with the newly independent States, particularly 
in regard to repatriation of refugees; 

(iii) assist the countries to settle or resettle the refugees, in particular by setting 
up health structures for them; 

(iv) assist the health authorities to evaluate and control the epidemiological situation 
in the refugee communities; 

(V) organize the training of staff to provide care in these refugee communities, 
particularly in areas affected by hostilities; 

(vi) assist the national liberation movements recognized by OAIJ which are struggling 
against racism and racial discrimination; 

(vii) keep themselves informed, through the liaison office with OAU and the Economic 
Commission for Africa, of the situation regarding all emergency health problems, and 
provide any necessary follow-up; 

(viii) coordinate, in particular with the HCR and other agencies, all health activities 
on behalf of refugees. 

2,2 To date during the 1982-1983 biennium various donors have contributed an amount totalling 
US$ 1 005 673 for the purchase of supplies and equipment and to finance emergency health 
services• This report gives information on the aid provided by WHO for the current biennium. 

3. Assistance to the front-line States 

3.1 WHO has collaborated closely with the national authorities of the front-line states and 
of Lesotho and Swaziland to improve the health situation of those countries' populations and 
of the refugees from South Africa arid Namibia. 
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3.2 Angola, During the 1982-1983 biennium a total of US$ 1 154 900 has been allocated from 
the WHO regular budget for health projects in Angola. Extrabudgetary funds in the amount of 
US$ 1 191 216 have been allocated by the Swedish Agency for International Development to the 
malaria control programme in that country. In the follow-up of the interagency missions 
organized under the auspices of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator's Office 
(UNDRO), in which WHO has participated actively, the objectives have been to estimate the 
requirements for the first phase of the emergency aid to the 131 000 displaced persons from 
Southern Angola and examine the state of preparedness of the second phase of the emergency 
operations to be conducted in aid of the 530 000 displaced persons in the central plateau 
region of Angola. The first phase of the relief operations has now been terminated. The 
donors' contributions in the form of various supplies sent to the Government of the People's 
Republic of Angola through UNDRO reached a total value of US$ 14 002 478 for the first phase 
of the emergency programme alone. WHO will continue disseminating to the Member States and 
the international community all information received from the Government on the emergency 
needs of the displaced populations in Angola. In February 1983 WHO and the African Development 
Bank (ADB) conducted a joint mission to prepare health projects with a view to their being 
financed from the resources of the African Development Fund arid the ADB. Medicines to the 
value of US$ 25 600 were supplied under the emergency aid programme in 1982. 

3.3 Botswana. US$ 513 300 has been allocated to health projects from the WHO regular budget 
under the 1982-1983 biennial programme, and US$ 161 376 has been mobilized from extrabudgetary 
funds. Medicines to a value of US$ 5772 have been supplied by the Regional Office for Africa 
to meet emergency needs. Under the WHo/aDB cooperative programme, a loan is to be accorded 
to the Francistown Hospital in 1983. 

3.4 Lesotho. WHO has made expenditure commitments in an amount of US$ 757 800 out of its 
1982-1983 regular budget for development of health services, primary health care, rehabilitation 
and orthopaedics, family health, the Expanded Programme on Immunization, health personnel and 
fellowships. An amount of US$ 161 376 has been allocated for the health programme from 
extrabudgetary sources; US$ 25 000 has been mobilized for the construction of primary health 
care centres. 

3.5 Mozambique. During the 1982-1983 biennium a total of US$ 1 042 000 has been mobilized 
by WHO from its regular budget; extrabudgetary funds in the amount of US$ 759 955 have been 
allocated to the health programme for the same period. In 1982, the Regional Office for 
Africa provided drugs and supplies to cope with emergencies. Under the WHo/aDB cooperative 
programme (1983)， health projects will be prepared jointly and submitted for financing. An 
amount of US$ 45 000 has been mobilized for health personnel. 

3.6 United Republic of Tanzania. In 1982-1983, regular budget expenditure commitments 
totalling US$ 1 106 100 have been made for health projects. Extrabudgetary resources in the 
amount of US$ 87 044 have been mobilized for the same period, while US$ 9985 has been spent to 
meet emergency needs. 

3.7 Swaziland. A total of US$ 413 900 has been allocated from the regular budget for health 
projects during the period 1982-1983; US$ 223 670 has been committed from extrabudgetary 
resources. In 1983 a loan from ADB to support Swaziland1 s health services has been provided 
for. 

3.8 Zambia, During the 1982-1983 biennium a total of US$ 1 181 700 has been mobilized from 
the regular budget for health projects; extrabudgetary funds in the amount of US$ 375 000 
have been committed for the same period. Under the WHo/aDB cooperative programme, a joint 
mission for identification of health projects to be submitted to ADB for the 1983 loan programme 
has been planned for the second half of that year. Drugs and vaccines to a value of 
US$ 22 280 have been supplied for emergency situations� A new emergency supply depot to 
provide drugs and vaccines for the countries of southern Africa and the national liberation 
movements recognized by the 0AIJ has just been opened at Lusaka. 

3.9 Zimbabwe, For the 1982-1983 biennium US$ 900 000 has been committed under the regular 
budget; USS 165 000 has been allotted for health projects from extrabudgetary sources. Under 
the WHo/aDB cooperative programme， a loan was advanced in 1982 to Zimbabwe for the rural health 
services. 
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4. Cooperation with national liberation movements recognized by OAIJ 

4.1 In the accomplishment of its humanitarian mission, WHO has continued to accord its support 
in the health sphere to the national liberation movements recognized by OAIJ, namely the African 
National Congress (ANC) of South Africa, the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and the 
South-West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO). During the second cycle of UNDP (1977-1981), 
it gave technical support to the Multinational Liberation Movement Training Centre based at 
Morogoro (United Republic of Tanzania). For the third cycle (1982-1986), a new project has 
been submitted for financing to UNDP by OAIJ 's Coordinating Committee for the Liberation of 
Africa. Thus an amount of US$ 21 000 has been mobilized by WHO during the 1982-1983 biennium, 
plus US$ 566 375 from extrabudgetary resources. 

4.2 For the 1982-1983 biennium, WHO has earmarked US$ 87 300 from its regular budget for 
strengthening the health programme of SWAPO (Namibia)； a further US$ 21 000 has been earmarked 
for technical support to the intercountry project for development of SWAPO health personnel, 
based in Angola and Zambia. Cooperation with SWAPO embraces the various training fields, 
provision of medicines for the Namibian refugees in Angola and Zambia, and award of fellowships. 

4.3 Thus, in 1982, WHO granted five medical fellowships to Namibian students and refugees. 
Placement of eight other candidates is in progress. Under the emergency arrangements for 
1982-1983， the Regional Office has supplied equipment, drugs and vaccines to a total value of 
US$ 29 143. US$ 8000 has been used for a consultant in ophthalmology who has been made 
available to SWAPO to help care for the sick among the children, women and elderly persons in 
the refugee camps in Angola. 

4.4 Cooperation with ANC arid PAC is continuing as in the past. Thus during the present 
biennium WHO has allotted US$ 51 500 to the intercountry project devoted mainly to health 
cooperation with these two national liberation movements. Regular aid in the form of 
emergency drug and vaccine supplies has been provided by WHO. The Organization has also 
financed from its regular budget eight medical fellowships, and the placement of five other 
students who are refugees from South Africa is under way in various African institutions. 

4.5 As a follow-up to the International Conference on Apartheid and Health held in Brazzaville 
in November 1981， the joint WHo/national liberation movements (ANC, PAC and SWAPO) action 
group held its first meeting at the Regional Office for Africa from 2 to 10 November 1982. In 
its report the joint action group gave close study to ways and means of helping the national 
liberation movements and their refugee victims of apartheid, 

4.6 The group once again drew the world's attention to the growing threat that South Africa's 
racist minority regime is posing to the health and security of Africa and to the world in 
general by the maintenance of its racial policy, by the fact that it is continuing to develop 
nuclear armaments, and by its illegal military presence in Namibia and the economic blackmail 
it is exerting upon the front-line states whose sovereignty it is threatening. 

4.7 In the view of the joint action group, the policy responsible for the worsening of the 
health situation in South Africa and Namibia constitutes a violation of the principles upheld by 
WHO and its Member States. The resolutions of WHO and the United Nations bear witness to the 
unconditional solidarity of the Member States, at the world and regional levels, vis-à-vis 
their brothers arid sisters who are struggling in southern Africa and in South Africa in 
particular. The main objective of the joint action group is to launch an appeal to the inter-
national community for compliance with the resolutions adopted by the United Nations and WHO as 
ari expression of that solidarity. 

4.8 Thus, to counter the threats held out by South Africa's racist regime, ANC, PAC and SWAPO 
have inventoried all the measures needed for coordinated remedial action in the health field. 
These needs are taken into account in the plan of campaign which was studied by the joint 
action group.1 

1 Document AFr/cPd/ 16. 
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4.9 The implementation of the plan of action calls for international solidarity. Emergency 
measures must be taken to meet the health needs of the national liberation movements (ANC, PAC 
and SWAPO) which are carrying on the struggle against the apartheid regime. Thus, a health 
programme evaluated at US$ 500 000 is planned for the period 1983-1987. This amount, which is 
to come from extrabudgetary sources, will enable the three national liberation movements to 
implement programmes in the following fields: mental health, development of health personnel, 
rehabilitation of handicapped war victims, environmental health in refugee camps, and supply 
of essential drugs and surgical and medical equipment� 

4.10 In pursuance of this plan of action, after a consultancy assignment already carried out 
in the camps for Namibian refugees in Angola and Zambia, a mental health consultant recently 
performed, with two physicians from the ANC, another assignment in the camps for South African 
refugees in the United Republic of Tanzania and in Zambia. WHO allotted US$ 20 000 for the 
execution of these two assignments. 


