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PERIODICITY AND DURATION OF HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

(Draft resolution sponsored by the following delegations : Bangladesh, Cuba, 

German Democratic Republic, Hungary, India， Indonesia， Lesotho, Maldives, 

Nepal， Sri Lanka， Thailand and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

The Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling the resolution WHA12.38 which affirms that "notwithstanding any savings that 
might accrue, it would not be opportune, at a time when the Organization is expanding and its 
activities developing, to reduce the number of occasions upon which the World Health Assembly 
would have the opportunity to direct and control such expansion and activities

11

 ； 

Having considered the views expressed by the Regional Committees, the discussions in the 

sixty-seventh session of the Executive Board and the Director-General's report on the 

periodicity and duration of Health Assemblies ；^ 

Recalling that studies in regard to the restructuring of the Organization in the light of 

its functions are ongoing but remembering the realization in the resolution WHA33.17 "to 

increase the World Health Assembly monitoring and control functions with respect to the work 

of the Organization"； 

Keeping in mind, at all times, the collective commitment of all countries to achieve the 

goal of Health for All by the Year 2000 and the consequential necessity of further 

strengthening the role of the Assembly as the highest forum of the Organization； 

Taking into account the positive experience of the long-time practice of annual Assemblies 

and realizing that any change in the current system and change over from annual to biennial 

Assemblies shall have adverse implications for the attainment of regional and global 

coTumitmerits besides reflecting upon effective fulfilment of the constitutional functions of the 

Assembly ； 

1. BELIEVES that while changes in the duration of and arrangement of work in the Assemblies 

can be considered only after experimental verification of their effectiveness ； 

2 , RESOLVES to retain the practice of annual Assemblies. 
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The following delegations have expressed the wish to be co-sponsors of the draft 

resolution contained in document A34/B/Conf.Paper No.7: 

Algeria 
Bahrain 
Democratic Yemen 
Djibouti 
Iraq 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Mauritania 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Oman 
Qatar 

Saudi Arabia 
Somalia 
Sudan 

Syrian Arab Republic 
Tunisia 
United Arab Emirates 
Yemen 
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ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 16 May 1981 

THIRTY-FOURTH WORLD НЕДЬШ ASSEMBLY 

Agenda item 36 

PERIODICITY AND DURATION OF HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

The delegation of Ethiopia has expressed the wish to be co-sponsor of the draft 

resolution contained in document A34/B/Conf.Paper No.7. 



ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION A34/B/conf.Paper No.7 Add.3 

18 May 1981 

THIRTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Agenda item 36 

PERIODICITY AND DURATION OF HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

After the first preambular paragraph, add a new paragraph as follows: 

"Having in mind the need to preserve and strengthen the democratic participation of 
all Member States in the work of the Organization;" 

Replace present third preambular paragraph (which becomes fourth) with: 

"Recognizing that the implementation of the plan of action consequent upon the study 
of the structure of the Organization in the light of its functions is still incomplete and 
therefore does not yet provide adequate documentation on which to base a definitive decision 
as regards the periodicity of World Health Assemblies;" 

On the present fifth preambular paragraph (which becomes sixth)， at the third line after 
"Assemblies", add the following: 

"without accompanying consequential arrangements as regards the composition and the 
size of the Executive Board and in the role and function of all bodies of the Organization" 
the reminder stands as it is. 

Add a new second operative paragraph to read as follows: 

"CONSIDERS that a change in the periodicity of World Health Assemblies should only 
take place in connexion with other structural reforms, such as changes in the composition 
and size of the Executive Board and in the role and function of all bodies of the Organization; 

and change the number of the following paragraph from 2 to 3. 

At the end of new operative paragraph 3， add the words: "for the time being." 


