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The Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA33.19 which recommended that the Thirty-fourth World Health 

Assembly consider amending the texts of Articles 13， 14， 15 and 16 of the Constitution in 

order to permit the change from annual to biennial Health Assemblies; 

Having considered the reports, recommendations and views of the Executive Board,^the 

Regional Committees and the Director-General on the periodicity of Health Assemblies, in the 

context of the study of WHO's structures in the light of its functions； 

Noting the consequences of the introduction of biennial Health Assemblies for the work 

and functioning of all bodies of the Organization, as outlined by the Director-General in 

his report and reviewed by the Executive Board; 

Appreciating the potential savings in time and cost as well as the opportunity for 

rationalizing the work and functioning of the Health Assembly and other bodies of the 

Organization afforded by biennial Health Assemblies； 

Recognizing that the Health Assembly should meet in regular session at least once in 

every two years in an odd-numbered year, inter alia, to review and approve the proposed 

prograirane budget for the financial period beginning iri an even-numbered year pursuant to 

resolutions WHA28.69 and WHA30.20; 

Agreeing in principle to the various measures recommended by the Director-General to 

facilitate the change in the periodicity of Health Assemblies, it being understood that 

specific decisions concerning these recommendations will be taken when, or shortly before, 

the amendments come into force； 

Noting that the provision of Article 73 of the Constitution, which requires that the 

texts of proposed amendments to the Constitution shall be communicated to Members at least 

six months before consideration by the Health Assembly, has been duly complied with; 

1. ADOPTS the amendments to the Constitution which are set forth in the Annex to this 

resolution and which shall form an integral part of this resolution, the texts in Arabic, 

Chinese, English， French, Russian and Spanish being equally authentic； 

Document EB67/l98l/REc/l, Annex 13. 



2 . DECIDES that in order to give effect to this resolution: 

(1) two copies of the resolution shall be authenticated by the signatures of the 

President of the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly, and the Director-General of the 

World Health Organization, of which one copy shall be transmitted to the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, depositary of the Constitution, and one copy retained in 

the archives of the World Health Organization; 

(2) notification of acceptance of these amendments by Members shall be effected by 

deposit of a formal instrument with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as 

required for acceptance of the Constitution by Article 79(b) of the Constitution; 

(3) the amendment s shall come into force after acceptance by two-thirds of the Members 

in accordance with their respective constitutional processes, as provided in Article 

73 of the Constitution, and shall be implemented in such a manner as to ensure that the 

Health Assembly shall meet in regular session at least in all odd-numbered years. 



A N N E X 

Article 13 

The Health Assembly shall m e e t in regular ^nnuaj；/ session at least once in every two 

years and in such special sessions as m a y be necessary. Special sessions shall be convened 

at the request of the Board or of a majority of the M e m b e r s . 

Article 14 

The Health Assembly, at each /annual7 regular session, shall select the country or 

region and determine the year in which the next /annual? regular session shall be h e l d , the 

Board subsequently fixing the place. The Board shall determine the place where a special 

session shall be held. 

Article 15 

The Board, after consultation the Secretary-General of the United Nations, shall 

determine the date of each ^ a n n u a \ J regular and special session. 

Article 16 

The Health Assembly shall 

each ^ a n n u a l 7 regular session. 

elect its President and other officers at the beginning of 

They shall hold office until their successors are elected. 


