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1• Introduction 
1 

1.1 The Executive Board at its sixty-sixth session in May 1980 decided that the statement 
to the Health Assembly in plenary meeting by the representative of the Executive Board on the 
work of the Board during its two preceding sessions should be prepared in writing and 
distributed prior to the Assembly. 

1.2 In conformity with this decision, the representatives of the Executive Board to the 
Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly present in this document a summary of the work of the Board 
at its seventieth and seventy-first sessions. The representative of the Executive Board in 
an oral statement to the plenary meeting, will highlight the discussions arid the decisions 
taken on some of the issues dealt with by the Board at the two sessions. 

2. Seventieth session of the Executive Board 

2.1 The Executive Board at its seventieth session (17-18 May 1982) dealt with a number of 
procedural matters, including the election of its office holders, the filling of vacancies on 
some of its committees and working groups, and the appointment of the General Chairman of the 
Technical Discussions at the current Health Assembly. 

2.2 After hearing reports of its four representatives to the Thirty-fifth World Health 
Assembly, the Board expressed its appreciation of the work accomplished by the representatives 
and their successful efforts in strengthening the close interrelationship that exists between 
the Health Assembly and the Board. 

2.3 A number of reports on expert committee and study group meetings were brought to the 
Board's attention, at both its seventieth and seventy-first sessions, and the Director-General 
was requested to follow up the experts ' recommendations in the implementation of the 
Organization's programme, bearing in mind the discussion in the Board. 

3• Seventy-first session of the Executive Board 

3.1 Among the principal items discussed by the seventy-first session of the Executive Board 
held from 12 to 26 January 1983 were the following: the proposed programme budget for the 
financial period 1984-1985; a progress report on the Global Strategy for Health for All by 
the Year 2000; infant and young child nutrition; nomination for the post of the 
Director-General; the appointment of the Regional Director for the Americas; the method of 
work and duration of the Health Assembly; and headquarters accommodation requirements. 

3.2 Some aspects of the programme statements under the proposed programme budget for the 
financial period 1984-1985 had been considered by the Programme Committee of the Executive 
Board at its session held from 25 to 28 October 1982. The reports containing the Committee's 
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conclusions and recommendations were presented to the Board by members of the Programme 
Committee and included the following: the future role of the Programme Committee; health 
manpower development - specifically (1) policy on fellowships, and (2) the role of nursing 
in the primary health care team; evaluation of the Special Programme for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases; and tuberculosis control in the world - situation analysis. 

3.3 The Board nominated Dr Halfdan T. Mahler for a third term in the post of Director-General 
of the Organization and submitted the nomination to the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly 
(resolution EB71.R1). 

3.4 The Board appointed Dr Carlyle Guerra de Macedo as Regional Director for the Americas 
as from 1 February 1983 (resolution EB71.R4) and expressed its thanks to Dr Hector R. Acuría 
for his outstanding service to the Organization while he was in charge of the Regional Office 
for the Americas (resolution EB71.R5). 

3.5 The Board considered the report1 of its Working Group on the Method of Work of the 
Health Assembly and approved the proposals contained in the report pertaining to the procedure 
for the Board's review of the proposed programme budget and the content and format of its 
report to the Health Assembly. In order to enable the Assembly to complete its work at 
sessions in even-numbered years within the maximum duration of two weeks previously decided 
upon, and to assist it in limiting the duration of the sessions in odd-numbered years to as 
near to two weeks as would be consistent with the efficient and effective conduct of business, 
the Board also recommended that the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly decide to implement at all 
future Health Assemblies the changes in the methods of work introduced on a trial basis at the 
Thirtv-fifth World Health Assembly. The Board also recommended that the Health Assembly 
review the proposed programme budget according to the procedures recommended by the Board's 
Working Group (resolution EB71.R3). 

3.6 The review of the proposed programme budget for the financial period 1984-1985 took up 
a substantial portion of the Board's time. The financial period 1984-1985 was the first 
biennium of the Seventh General Programme of Work which had been approved by the World Health 
Assembly as the first of such programmes reflecting the policy and strategy adopted by the 
Member States for attaining the goal of health for all by the year 2000. The structure of 
the Board's report on its review of the proposed programme budget has been changed in order 
to focus attention on significant programme and financial policy matters, and thus make it 
more useful to the Health Assembly than ever before. The report comprises three main 
headings: general policy matters; programme and policy matters and financial policy matters. 

3.7 Under General Policy Matters (part I), the Board endorsed the principles and general 
objectives contained in the Director-General's Introduction to the proposed programme budget, 
but regretted that the worldwide economic situation had made it necessary to propose a budget 
with no real increase in budgetary terms. Appreciation was expressed that a modest real 
increase in regular budget resources at the country level had been made at the expense of 
reductions in the allocation for global, interregional and certain other activities. The 
importance of extrabudgetary resources to supplement WHO1 s regular budget was underlined and 
it was hoped that the present financing of approximately 50% of the Organization's integrated 
international health programme through such resources would be at least maintained in 
1984-1985. 

3.8 Under Programme Policy Matters (part II) the Board discussed individual programme 
policies under the four broad categories of the Seventh General Programme of Work - direction, 
coordination and management； health system infrastructure; health science and technology, 
with its two subheadings - health promotion and care, and disease prevention and control; 
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and, finally, support programmes• Detailed discussions were held on many of the programme 
proposals as well as on the reports of the Regional Directors on regional committee matters 
requiring the particular attention of the Board. The vital importance of health system 
infrastructure as the central pillar of the programme budget was emphasized. In accordance 
with the revised procedures for its review of the proposed programme budget, the Board decided 
to recommend to the Director-General that he consider the possibility of increasing the 
budgetary provisions proposed for two programmes - prevention and control of alcohol and drug 
abuse, and cardiovascular diseases, with particular reference to the prevention of coronary 
heart disease - by means of an appropriate allocation from the Director-General* s Development 
Programme. 

3.9 During its consideration of Financial Policy Matters (part III), the Board endorsed the 
Director-General's proposal to appropriate the unprecedented sum of US$ 50 000 000 of casual 
income available on 31 December 1982 to help finance the 1984-1985 regular programme budget 
in order to reduce the increase in assessed contributions of Member States. The Board 
recommended the adoption by the Health Assembly of a resolution authorizing the continuation, 
during the financial period 1984-1985, of the facility granted by earlier Health Assemblies to 
the Director-General to charge against casual income the net additional costs up to an amount 
of US$ 20 million, or credit to it the net savings which need not exceed the same amount, 
resulting from differences between the WHO budgetary rate of exchange and the United Nations/ 
WHO accounting rates of exchange in respect of the United States dollar/Swiss franc relation-
ship prevailing during the financial period 1984-1985 (resolution EB71.R8). In the light of 
its review of the proposed programme budget for the financial period 1984-1985， the Executive 
Board endorsed the Director-General's proposals for an effective working budget level of 
US$ 520 100 000 and recommended that the Thirty-sixth Health Assembly approve the Appropriation 
Resolution proposed in resolution EB71.R9. 

3.10 The Board noted the progress report by the Director-General on the Global Strategy for 
Health for All by the Year 2000 and endorsed the report by its Programme Committee on the 
methodology and content of the Seventh Report on the World Health Situation in relation to 
the monitoring and evaluation of the Global Strategy for Health for All. 

3.11 The conclusions of the progress report by the Director-General on infant and young 
child nutrition, including the status of compliance with and implementation of the 
International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes, were fully supported by the Board. 

3.12 The Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly had decided, by resolution WHA35.14, that the 
Organization should adopt a dynamic policy on patents in order to make health technology more 
accessible to Member States at the lowest possible cost. The Board rioted the 
Director-General1 s progress report summarizing the present situation. 

3.13 The Board also noted the Director-General's reports describing the action taken by the 
Organization during 1982 in respect of the international conventions on narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances in compliance with the statutory obligations assigned to it by the 
international drug control treaties. 

3.14 The Board selected "The role of universities in the strategies for health for all" as 
the subject for the Technical Discussions at the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly in 1984. 

3.15 After noting the statement of the representative of the WHO Staff Associations and in 
accordance with the provisions of Staff Regulation 12.2, the Board confirmed the amendments to 
the Staff Rules which had been made by the Director-General (resolution EB71.R12). These 
amendments put into effect in WHO decisions taken by the United Nations General Assembly on 
recommendations of the International Civil Service Commission (ICSC), decisions taken by 
ICSC under its Statute, and changes the Director-General considered necessary in the light of 
experience and good personnel management. 



3.16 While considering the Director-General ' s report on recruitment of international staff in 
WHO, the Board expressed appreciation of the progress made towards achieving the recruitment 
targets set by earlier Health Assemblies. It recommended to the Thirty-sixth World Health 
Assembly the adoption of a resolution maintaining the targets set by resolution WHA34.15 and 
its predecessors (resolution EB71.R13). 

3.17 During its review of the Director-General's report on the status of projects being 
financed from the Real Estate Fund, the Board noted that it had not proved feasible for 
technical and architectural reasons to implement resolution WHA35.12 in regard to the 
solution of the problems of water seepage between the eighth and the seventh floors of the 
main headquarters building. It recommended that the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly 
adopt a resolution authorizing the financing from the Real Estate Fund of the additional 
cost of restoring the structural safety of the eighth floor of the main headquarters building 
and that it appropriate to the Real Estate Fund from casual income the sum of US$ 1 710 000 
(resolution EB71.R14). 

3.18 Under the heading of collaboration with the United Nations system, the Board noted the 
reports of the Director-General on developments within the United Nations system bearing on 
the health sector, and on the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit. The Board also noted 
the report of the International Civil Service Commission and the Director-General's report 
on the Organization's activities in providing health assistance to refugees in Africa. 

3.19 After reviewing the collaboration between WHO and one-third of the nongovernmental 
organizations in official relations with the Organization, the Board decided to continue 
official relations with 41 of the 43 nongovernmental organizations so reviewed. It decided 
to suspend official relations with the International Society of Orthopaedic Surgery and 
Traumatology for a period of one year (decision EB71(10) and to discontinue official 
relations with the European Society for Clinical Investigation. It also decided to establish 
official relations with the International Federation for Hygiene, Preventive and Social 
Medicine; the International Committee for Standardization in Haematology; and the Aga Khan 
Foundation (resolution EB71.R16). 

3.20 The Board awarded the Dr A. T. Shousha Foundation Prize for 1983 to Dr S• H. Subeihi, 
the Jacques Parisot Foundation Fellowship to Dr Y. Kitaw， and the first Child Health 
Foundation Prize to Professor B. Hamza. It also appointed a working group to consider the 
proposal to establish a Health for All Award and to report to the Board on its findings at 
a future session. 

3.21 The Board approved the provisional agenda for the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly, 
opening on Monday 2 May 1983 and, in the light of its recommendations under paragraph 3.5 
above, closing not later than the end of Wednesday 18 May 1983. The seventy-second session 
of the Board will be convened on Thursday 19 May 1983 at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 


