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This document, submitted for the Board's information, is the 

third in a series of progress reports on WHO's preparations for the 

World Assembly on Aging (see documents ЕВ65/1980/REc/1, Annex 13 and 

ЕВ67/1981/rEC/ 1, Annex 15). In accordance with the Executive 

Board's decision E B 6 7 ( 1 3 ) i t describes the continued collaboration 

with the United Nations and other organizations with a view to 

ensuring appropriate participation of WHO in the World Assembly. 

I. COLLABORATIVE AND PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES IN 1981 

1. Collaborative and preparatory activities for the World Assembly on Aging carried out in 

1981 are tabulated, in chronological order, in Annex 1， outlined below. 

United Nations preparations for the World Assembly 

United Nations Advisory Committee for the World Assembly on Aging 

2. WHO was represented at the first session of this Committee^ of 22 national delegations, 
which is chaired by Dr A . U . B. de Bono of Malta. As a result of the session, all Members of 
the United Nations were sent guidelines for the preparation of their national reports for the 
World Assembly. An international plan of action and a tentative declaration or statement on 
the elderly are being drafted for consideration by the Committee at its second session, 
scheduled to be held from 1 to 5 February 1982 (Annex 2) • WHO has submitted proposals for 
the plan, and material for the declaration is under preparation. 

Regional intergovernmental preparatory meetings 

3. Lack of money has seriously hampered the convening of regional intergovernmental prepara-

tory meetings. Only that for Asia and the Pacific has taken place, in Manila, at which WHO 

presented a document on health and nutritional aspects of aging. The WHO officials 

responsible for the programme on care of the aged in the Regional Offices for South-East Asia 

and the Western Pacific participated, together with the global programme manager and 

Document EB67/l98l/REc/l, p. 29. 
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Countries represented: Africa - Benin, Nigeria, Togo; the Americas - Chile, 

Dominican Republic, Suriname, United States of America, Venezuela; South-East Asia - India, 

Indonesia; Europe - Byelorussian SSR, France, Hungary, Malta, Morocco, Spain, Sweden, USSR; 

Eastern Mediterranean - Lebanon; Western Pacific - Japan, Philippines. 



39 representatives of Members and Associate Members of the Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific. A regional action programme was elaborated at the meeting. 

Regional technical meetings 

4. These took place in Bangkok, Lagos, Frankfurt (Federal Republic of Germany) and 
Washington, D.C. WHO participated in two of the meetings (Bangkok and Frankfurt), which were 
held to prepare for the intergovernmental meetings described above. 

Panel of experts 

5. WHO is represented on this Panel, which met to review papers, prepared by two United 
Nations consultants for the World Assembly, on the two major topics for discussion, namely 
humanitarian and developmental issues in aging. 

Meeting of nongovernmental organizations 

6. WHO attended a planning meeting for a forum of nongovernmental organizations, which is to 

be held four months prior to the World Assembly on Aging (see paragraph 18 and Annex 2). 

This is an unusual arrangement， the normal pattern being for the nongovernmental organizations 

to meet simultaneously with the official intergovernmental meeting. 

WHO initiatives for the World Assembly: Meetings 

Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly (Agenda item 42.1) 

1• Many delegations from developed and developing countries intervened during the discussion 
of the topic of the World Assembly on AgingД A number of delegations received the report of 
the WHO Preparatory Conference for the World Assembly, which is available in English and 
Spanish. This report has also been widely circulated among the WHO Secretariat, in 
headquarters, in the regions, and at the country level. 

WHO Advisory Committee on Medical Research， twenty-third session (Agenda item 7) 

8 . A working document on the study of aging (ACMR23/81.10) contained a technical cooperation 

proposal to help Member States assess the needs of their elderly populations. The same 

proposal is presented, in broader terms, in the WHO submission to the United Nations for the 

draft international plan of action. 

Regional committees 

9• The Regional Committee for the Western Pacific and the Regional Committee for the Americas/ 

РАНО Directing Council discussed the topic of aging in 1981. The former urged Member States 

"to continue to support the activities being carried out by WHO in preparation for the regional 

contribution to the 1982 World Assembly on Aging
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 (resolution WPp/rC32/R.15). 

United Nations/WHo/carl Duisberg symposium on aging in developing countries 

10. WHO co-sponsored this symposium, which was attended by 18 participants from Africa 

(United Republic of Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Zaire) , the Americas (Chile, Colombia, Dominican 

Republic, Jamaica, Peru, Venezuela) , South-East Asia (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka) and Europe 

(Malta and Switzerland)• 

11• The symposium contributed a report to the XII International Congress of Gerontology, 

which in turn is contributing a report to the World Assembly on Aging. 

See document WHA34/ 1 9 8 i / r E c / 3 , p. 356. 



Other WHO initiatives 

Public information 

12. At the session of the United Nations Advisory Committee for the World 
held in August 1981， a lack of public information on the World Assembly was 
has therefore tried to assist through its preparations for World Health Day 
which the theme is: "Add life to years"• In this connexion: 

(a) a public information kit has been prepared; 

(b) a special issue of WHO's magazine World Health is in preparation; 

(c) a film, "No time to lose"， has been made. 

All of these will be available in several languages by March 1982. 

13. Three books have appeared with prefaces by Dr Leo A . Kaprio, Regional Director for 
Europe, which refer to the World Assembly. 

14. A paper giving a paradigm of the role of 
prepared for WHO regional nursing advisers and 

II. COLLABORATIVE AND PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES 

15. These are presented in Annex 2， together 
given below. 

Second session of the United Nations Advisory Committee for the World Assembly on Aging 

16. WHO will participate in the second session of the Advisory Committee of 22 national 
delegations, at which the draft plan of action and the proposed declaration on the elderly will 
be considered. The Advisory Committee's session will be immediately followed by a short 
meeting of specialized agencies. 

Third interagency meeting 

17. The purpose of this meeting of specialized agencies of the United Nations system will be 
to comment on the draft international plan of action and declaration on the elderly. The 
participating agencies will discuss the available documents and arrangements for the World 
Assembly. The meeting will also provide an opportunity to elaborate on the projected 
activities on aging of each of the participating organizations in 1982 and 1983. 

NGO Forum on aging 

18. The International Centre for Social Gerontology will sponsor a nongovernmental Forum for 
the World Assembly on Aging. The conclusions and recommendations of the Forum will be 
submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for presentation by the Forum 
chairperson to the World Assembly. Approximately 70 nongovernmental organizations will be 
invited to participate. The Forum will cover a number of major topics relating to the 
integration of the elderly in society, and giving special consideration to aspects of aging in 
developing countries. 

World Assembly on Aging 

19. Governments, specialized agencies and organizations of the United Nations system, and 
intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations will be represented at the World Assembly 
on Aging. The main objective of the World Assembly is to launch an international action 
programme aimed at guaranteeing economic and social security to older persons, as well as 
opportunities to contribute to national development. 

Assembly on Aging 
reported. WHO 

，7 April 1982， for 

nursing in care of the elderly has been 
professional nurses' associations. 

PLANNED FOR 1982 

with dates where known. Further details are 



20. WHO submitted a contribution for a United Nations information document that describes 
the activities of the United Nations and specialized agencies in the field of aging, and the 
Organization will present a technical discussion paper at the World Assembly on the health 
policy aspects of aging.^ 

The texts of these WHO contributions are available to Executive Board members. 



UNITED NATIONS WORLD ASSEMBLY ON AGING 

COLLABORATIVE AND PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES, 1981 

ANNEX 1 

Month 

January 

February 

April 

May 

June 

June 

July 

August 

October 

October 

November 

November 

Activity 

Technical 

Pacific)， 

Technical 

Lagos 

meeting on aging 

Bangkok 

(Asia and the 

meeting on aging (Africa)， 

on aging, Second interagency meeting 

Vienna 

Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly 

(Agenda item 42.1) 

Technical meeting on aging (European 

Region), Frankfurt, Federal Republic of 

Germany 

Technical meeting on aging (North 

America)， Washington, D.C. 

Symposium on aging in developing 

countries, Hamburg, Federal Republic of 

Germany 

United Nations Advisory Committee for 

the World Assembly on Aging, Vienna 

WHO Advisory Committee on Medical 

Research (Agenda item 7), Geneva 

Regional intergovernmental preparatory 

meeting (Asia and the Pacific)， Manila 

Planning meeting for NGO Forum, Paris 

Panel of experts, Vienna 

Agency丄 

U N / E S C A P • 

UN/ECA 

UN/CSDHA 

WHO 

UN/NGO 

UN/NGO 

UN/CSDHA/WHO/NGO 

UN/ CSDHA 

WHO 

U N / E S C A P 

NGO 

UN/CSDHA 

Abbreviations: ESCAP = United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific； ECA = United Nations Economic Commission for Africa; CSDHA = United Nations Centre 

for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs； NGO = Nongovernmental organization(s). 



ANNEX 2 

UNITED NATIONS WORLD ASSEMBLY ON AGING 

COLLABORATIVE AND PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES, 1982 

Date 

1-5 February (provisional) 

February (provisional) 

29 March - 2 April 

26 July - 6 August 

Activity Agency^ 

United Nations Advisory Committee ш / C S D H A 
for the World Assembly on Aging, 

second session, Vienna 

Third interagency meeting on aging, UN/CSDHA 
Vienna 

NGO Forum on aging, Vienna NGO (ICSG) 

World Assembly on Aging, Vienna UN/CSDHA 

1 Abbreviations: CSDHA = United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 

Affairs； NGO (ICSG) = Nongovernmental organization (International Centre for Social 

Gerontology). 


