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19 November 1981 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
ÍNOCAÚ, 

Sixty-ninth Session 

Provisional agenda item 15 

REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTORS ON REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

REQUIRING THE PARTICULAR ATTENTION OF THE BOARD 

Thirty-second session of the Regional Committee for 

Western Pacific 

The Director-General has the honour to submit to the Executive Board a report by the 

Regional Director highlighting matters discussed at the thirty-second session of the Regional 

Committee for the Western Pacific which may require the particular attention of the Board. 

Should members of the Board wish to consult the full report of the Regional Committee, the 

text is available in the Executive Board room. 

MATTERS 

the 
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REPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

ON THE WORK OF THE THIRTY-SECOND SESSION 

OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

1. The thirty-second session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific was held in 
Seoul, Republic of Korea, from 22 to 28 September 1981. Representatives of 15 of the 19 Member 
States of the Region attended, as well as representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund 
and the United Nations Development Programme, and 17 nongovernmental organizations in official 
relations with WHO. The Director-General addressed the Committee on the last day of the session. 

2. Mr Doo-Ho Rhee (Republic of Korea) was elected Chairman； Dr J . da Paz (Portugal) Vice-

Chairman; Dr Abdul Talib bin Latiff (Malaysia) Rapporteur for the English language ； and 

Dr F , Chaste1 (France) Rapporteur for the French language. 

3. The Committee reviewed and noted the significant changes, due to developments at country 
level, in the approved programme budget for 1982-1983

e
 It also noted that problems were 

encountered by some island developing countries in meeting the operating costs of cooperative 
programmes, such as for fuel and for vehicle and equipment maintenance, and that efforts would 
be made to solve some of those problems• 

Report of the Regional Director 

4. In discussing the report of the Regional Director for the biennium July 1979 to June 1981, 

the Committee referred to the intensified effort, in 1980 and 1981, directed to formulating 

policies, strategies and plans of action for the achievement of health for all by the year 

2000, Offshoots of that basic effort had been the Regional Director's activities to enlist 

support at the highest political level, to encourage those responsible to stand by the 

commitments they had made at the World Health Assembly and to start the necessary reorientation 

for achieving the goal of health for all. This had also involved WHO in redefining and 

restructuring its own functions within the region and in guiding both WHO and national staff 

in the new policies of the Organization and in the managerial process for health development. 

The role of the Regional Committee itself, especially through its two sub-committees, was 

strengthening considerably. 

5
e
 Using the primary health care approach, some progress had been made during the biennium 

with the Expanded Programme on Immunization and with the diarrhoeal disease control programme. 
With the launching of the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, much was 
being done to strike at the root of diarrhoeal diseases control, which lay in adequate sanita-
tion and water supply. 

6. Representatives commented specifically on: (1) the increasing problem of alcohol and 

drug abuse ； (2) deterioration in the malaria situation in the Region； (3) the problem of 

metabolic diseases in countries of the South-Pacific； (4) the need for training, not only 

within the health sector but also in other related sectors. Emphasis was placed throughout 

on the need for coordination among international agencies and nongovernmental organizations 

to avoid duplication of effort. 

Sub-Committees of the Regional Committee 

7
#
 The reports of the two sub-committees of the Regional Committee - the Sub-Committee on the 

General Programme of Work and the Sub-Committee on Technical Cooperation among Developing 

Countries - were reviewed by the Regional Committee and the recommendations contained in them 

adopted. Under the Sub-Committee on the General Programme of Work
1

 s terms of reference for 

1980-1981, its members had visited Australia, Malaysia, the Republic of Korea and Singapore 

in order to: (1) review the indicators used or being developed at country level for the 

implementation, monitoring and evaluation of national strategies for health for all by the 

year 2000; and (2) make a preliminary review of activities being carried out in the context 

of the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade. In addition, the Sub-

committee had reviewed and updated the Regional Strategy for health for all by the year 2000, 
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adopted at the Regional Committee
1

 s thirty-first session, in the light of the Global Strategy 

adopted by the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly. It had also reviewed the draft plan of 

action for implementing the Global Strategy and the proposed plan of action for implementing 

the Regional Strategy ； progress made in implementing resolution WHA33,17, on WHO'S structures 

in the light of its functions ； and the material for preparation of the Seventh General 

Programme of Work covering a specific period (1984-1989 inclusive). 

8. For the first time, members of the Sub-Committee on Technical Cooperation among 

Developing Countries visited Member States of the Region in 1981. As a result, the Sub-

committee had made proposals for strengthening the mechanisms for technical cooperation among 

developing countries (TCDC), which included recommendations on the role of W H O . The Regional 

Committee recognized that TCDC was distinguished from other technical cooperation by the fact 

that the developing countries themselves were the contributors, TCDC could not refer to 

activities undertaken with countries not classified as developing or with external bodies, 

because that would not recognize the principle of mutual benefit, 

9. The Regional Committee agreed that, during 1981-1982, the Sub-Committee should review 

the role of WHO collaborating centres in promoting technical cooperation among countries, in 

relation to the special needs of developing countries. 

Strategies for health for all by the year 2000 

10. The Regional Committee, recalling that it had adopted a Regional Strategy for health 

for all by the year 2000 at its thirty-first session, adopted, with some small amendments, 

a revised Regional Strategy presented by the Sub-Committee on the General Programme of Work 

together with a plan of action for implementing the Strategy. The Committee also discussed 

health system support for primary health care, which had been the subject of the Technical 

Discussions during the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly but which needed to be considered 

from a regional point of view. It made a number of recommendations to Member States for 

action as part of their national strategies. 

WHO'S structures in the light of its functions 

11. In reviewing the report of the Sub-Committee on the General Programme of Work on its 

review of progress in implementing resolution WHA33.17, the Regional Committee
1

 s general 

feeling was that WHO in the Western Pacific Region had been particularly successful in 

implementing many of the measures identified as themes of the study. Despite this, however, 

the Committee wished to achieve an even deeper relationship with the Health Assembly and the 

Executive Board. It asked the Regional Director to include a review of mechanisms for 

improving this relationship on the agenda of a future session. It invited representatives 

who were also members of the Executive Board to comment during sessions of the Committee on 

issues of special interest for regional activities。 Conversely, Executive Board members from 

the Region who had attended sessions of the Committee would be in a better position to ensure 

that the Board fully understood the reasons for its recommendations. 

12. Though remaining aware of the present criteria for selecting a Member to designate a 

person to serve on the Executive Board and the problems a change would involve, the Committee 

adopted a resolution recommending that consideration should be given to devising a means of 

increasing the number of Members from the Western Pacific Region. 

Seventh General Programme of Work covering a specific period (1984-1989 inclusive) 

13. The Committee agreed that the Seventh General Programme of Work might well be the most 

important of all those leading up to the year 2000. In the description of targets and the 

approaches for each activity the improvement over the Sixth General Programme of Work was most 

evident. The decision to attempt concurrent medium-term planning for all programmes was 

considered to be an important step forward. H o w e v e r , it was also agreed that a shortcoming 

of the document was that it seemed in places to assign to WHO the role of directing national 

programmes or determining the needs of governments, whereas in fact WHO should act as coordi-

nator. The language of the document was at times difficult to understand. The Committee 

reviewed and endorsed the specific comments of the Sub-Committee on the General Programme of 

Work on implementation of the Seventh General Programme of Work in the Region. 
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Resolutions of the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly 

14. For the first time, in pursuance of operative paragraph 3(7) of resolution WHA33.17, 

the Committee had before it a written narrative on the implications of Health Assembly 

resolutions considered to be of regional interest. 

15. In regard to resolution W H A 3 4 . 2 8 , the Committee referred to its own resolution, adopted 

in 1980, in support of biennial health assemblies. It was reminded that at the Executive 

Board and the committee stage of the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly members and 

delegates from the Western Pacific Region had been proponents of biennial assemblies• It 

hoped that a decision to convene health assemblies only every other year could be reached at 

a later stage. 

International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes 

16. The Committee accepted the guiding principles for facilitating reporting by Member 

States on action taken in the field of infant and young child feeding. It commented, 

h o w e v e r , that at national level they would have to be translated into more detailed opera-

tional terms and indicators would have to be selected locally in the light of the information 

available. Some representatives felt that the information required of governments was much 

more detailed than was customary or necessary and that the language of the guiding principles 

was academic and complicated, so that governments might understand them differently. It was 

also suggested that, where it appeared, the word "required" should be replaced by "requested", 

since the Code had been adopted in the form of a recommendation. 

Other items discussed by the Regional Committee 

17 • With a view to contributing to the Executive Board
1

 s review of the use of fellowships 

as part of the health manpower development programme, to be carried out at its sixty-ninth 

session in January 1982,1 the Regional Committee considered an evaluation of the regional 

fellowship programme. The regional fellowship programme h a d , in fact, been the subject of 

continuous review by the Committee since 1977. As a result, its administration and 

management had improved considerably. The Committee particularly hoped that the trend would 

be for fellowships to be tied to specific programme activities and to the priority goals of 

the Organization, fewer being granted for unrelated purposes. 

18. The recommendations of the Western Pacific Advisory Committee од Medical Research, made 

at its sixth session, were endorsed and ”ember States were requested to strengthen national 

health research management processes. 

19. Member States were urged to support regional activities in preparation for the 1982 

World Assémbly on A g i n g . Representatives felt that it was of the utmost importance not 

merely to care for the elderly but also to find ways and means of enabling them to maintain 

their independence and dignity. 

2 0 . The Committee discussed the conclusions and recommendations of the regional study group 

on BCG vaccination policies w h i c h , in the light of the worldwide discussion following the . 

results of the 1968 South India trial, had been established to review the magnitude and nature 

of the tuberculosis problem in the Western Pacific Region and to recommend regional BCG 

vaccination policies. It was recommended that the current policy of advocating BCG 

vaccination should be maintained. 

2 1 . Implementation of the Action Programme on Essential Drugs in the Region was discussed. 

Member States were urged to make political decisions and commitments with respect to the 

formulation and implementation of national drug policies, in order to improve the supply 

of essential drugs, taking into consideration national needs for health and the resources 

available. 
* * * 

See document EB69/26. 
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2 2 . A lengthy discussion on the duration of sessions of the Regional Committee, considered 

to be too long, and on the need to have a Technical Presentation, resulted in the following 

decisions : (1) the 1982 session will take place from 20 to 24 September 1982 , with the 

business of the Regional Committee concluded by midday on 24 September and the Technical 

Presentation taking place during the afternoon ； (2) documentation not prepared daring the 

short duration of the session, including the report of the Regional Committee, will be 

transmitted to Member States later； (3) at its thirty-third session the Committee will 

discuss, as an item on the agenda, whether or not a Technical Presentation should be 

arranged daring sessions of the Regional Committee. 

23. The theme of the Technical Presentation during the thirty-third session will be "New 

policies for health education and information in support of health for all by the year 2000"
0 


