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Note 

This summary record is provisional only. The summaries of statements have not 
yet been approved by the speakers, and the text should not be quoted. 

Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the 
Conference Officer or sent to the Records Service (Room 4013, WHO headquarters), 
in writing, before the end of the Health Assembly. Alternatively, they may be 
forwarded to Chief, Office of Publications, World Health Organization, 
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 1 July 1982. 

The final text will appear subsequently in Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly： 

Summary records of committees (document WHA35/1982/REC/3). 
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1. PROGRAMME OF WORK AND DATE OF CLOSURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Professor FADL (Sudan) , Chairman of Committee A, reported on the progress of the work of 
his Committee. He pointed out that it had just started consideration of agenda item 19 
(Strategy for health for all by the year 2000)， under which the Committee had originally had 
before it two draft resolutions, one submitted by the Executive Board and the other submitted 
by the group of non-aligned countries. He had also been requested to submit to the Committee 
two new draft resolutions dealing respectively with raising the efficacy of nursing and 
obstetrical staff in primary health care and with maturity prior to pregnancy. In his 
opinion, those two draft resolutions were hardly relevant to agenda item 19， ̂ ich was 
concerned with the strategy as a whole and not with points of detail. Professor Fadl feared 
that if the Committee undertook to discuss matters of detail during its review of the plan of 
action for implementing the strategy it would lose sight of the overall objective of that 
review. Admittedly it would be possible to consider examining the matters raised by the 
draft resolutions in question under supplementary agenda items, but the session of the Assembly 
was too far advanced for the addition of agenda items. He therefore asked the General 
Committee to guide him as to how he should proceed. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said he had been asked by about 15 delegations to ask the 
General Committee if it was still possible for Committee A to consider a draft resolution on 
alcohol control. 

Mr VOHRA (India) , Chairman of Committee B，speaking in a personal capacity, recognized 
the importance of the subjects dealt with by the two draft resolutions referred to by the 
Chairman of Committee A. Nevertheless, in view of the late date at which those draft 
resolutions had been submitted, he felt it would be more appropriate to postpone their 
consideration until the next Health Assembly, when they could appropriately be discussed 
during the consideration of the proposed programme budget for 1984-1985. 

The CHAIRMAN said he felt there were reasons of principle and reasons of appropriateness 
against consideration by the present Assembly of the additional draft resolutions mentioned by 
Professor Fadl and Professor Aujaleu. Referring to the reasons of principle, he drew 
attention to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly which stipulated that 
"a supplementary item may be added to the agenda during any session . . . provided that the 
request for the inclusion . . . reaches the Organization within six days from the day of the 
opening of a regular session". Since that time limit had expired, it was obviously no longer 
possible to include new items in the agenda of the present Assembly. Turning to the reasons 
of appropriateness, he felt that the draft resolutions in question dealt with specific 
problems of limited scope and should not be considered under the agenda item devoted to the 
strategy for health for all by the year 2000. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said he shared the Chairman1 s view regarding the objections of 
principle and appropriateness in so far as those objections referred to agenda item 19， but 
pointed out that the delegations wishing to submit a draft resolution on alcohol control 
proposed that the resolution be considered under agenda item 20 (Seventh General Programme of 
Work covering a specific period (1984-1989 inclusive)). 

The CHAIRMAN noted that comment, but remained of the opinion that the General Committee 
should recommend that the problems dealt with by the draft resolutions in question be 
considered the following year by the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly. 

It was so agreed. 

Mr VOHRA (India) , Chairman of Committee В, after reporting on the progress of the work of 
his Committee, expressed doubts as to the possibility of the Committee completing its work 
within the prescribed period without extending its hours of work. He therefore asked the 
General Committee to authorize Committee В - and perhaps Committee A as well - to meet all day 
on the following day up to 20 hours. 
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Since that request met with objections from Professor AUJALEU (France)， who felt it would 
be inappropriate to ask the staff of the Assembly secretariat to work non-stop from nine in 
the morning to at least eight at night, and from Dr OWEIS (Jordan) and Dr FIELD (United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) , the CHAIRMAN noted that the majority of members of the 
General Committee were in favour of keeping to the hours of work previously laid down. He 
asked the chairmen of the main committees to guide the work of their committees in such a way 
that the committees could complete their work during the afternoon of Wednesday, 14 May, even 
if that meant limiting the time allowed to speakers as had been suggested by Dr Field. 

The General Committee then fixed the programme of work of the Assembly for Thursday, 13 
and Friday, 14 May and, after rejecting a proposal by Dr OWEIS (Jordan) to postpone the plenary 
meeting of closure until the morning of Saturday, 15 May, fixed the date of closure of the 
Assembly as the day after next, Friday, 14 May. It was agreed that the last plenary working 
meeting to adopt the last reports of the main committees would be followed after a short break 
by the plenary meeting of closure, and that those meetings would be held as late in the 
afternoon as necessary, depending on the completion of the work of the main committees. 

2. CLOSURE 

After the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the work of the General 
Committee closed. 

The meeting rose at 18h35. 


