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This report is submitted in accordance with resolution WHA34.20 
and concerns the continuing health assistance provided by UNHCR and 
WHO to Cyprus in 198l/l982. Information is given on the funds made 
available by UNHCR under the programme of United Nations Humanitarian 
Assistance in Cyprus, and by WHO from its regular budget. 

1- Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA34.20, requested the 
Director-General: 

"to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in 
Cyprus, j.n addition to any assistance made available within the framework of the 
efforts of the Coordinator of United Nations Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus, 
and to report to the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly on such assistance". 

1.2 The Director-General's report to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly (document A34/19) 
described the assistance provided to Cyprus during the period 1980/l981. The present 
report therefore deals with the joint UNHCR/WHO action undertaken to meet the health and 
medical needs of refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus during 198l/l982. It also 
provides information on the funds made available -by UNHCR and WHO for that purpose. 

2. Assistance provided and sources of funds 

2.1 WHO continued its technical collaboration for the rehabilitation and development of 
health services in Cyprus through provision of consultant services, fellowships for training, 
supplies and equipment. 

2.2 As in the past, this collaborative programme has been contributing to improved 
diagnostic facilities arid better identification of health needs, including those of the 
refugees and displaced persons, with particular attention being paid to the care of the aged. 

2.3 During the past 12 months WHO awarded seven fellowships for training in radiodiagnosis, 
X-ray technology, occupational health, tuberculosis and chest diseases, pharmaceutical 
analysis, and maintenance and repair of medical equipment. 

2.4 The equipment and supplies were largely destined to strengthen health facilities such 
as hospitals and public health laboratories, and included items for physiotherapy, diagnosis 
and monitoring, ward and theatre equipment, as well as tools and machines for repair and 
maintenance of medical equipment. 

Document WHA34/l98l/REc/l, p. 20. 
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2.5 From its regular budget WHO contributed a total of US$ 725 257 for the various health 
projects in the country during 198l/l982. Of this amount US$ 347 692 were for equipment 
and supplies and US$ 370 123 were for fellowships. 

2.6 During this period WHO's assistance, through UNHCR funds, in equipping the antenatal 
diagnostic and thalassaemia prevention centre at Nicosia General Hospital was completed. 

2.7 In addition WHO worked closely with UNHCR to provide technical and logistic assistance 
in equipping the neurosurgery unit of the Nicosia General Hospital. UNHCR made available 
US$ 550 000 for the purchase and delivery of equipment for this unit. 

2.8 Similarly, with UNHCR funds amounting to US$ 250 000, WHO procured equipment, spare 
parts and raw materials for the haemodialysis unit at Nicosia General Hospital. 

2.9 Further collaboration between WHO and UNHCR is envisaged in 1982 in the implementation 
of three medical projects - concerning a radiotherapy unit, a medicine manufacturing unit, 
and miscellaneous medical equipment for Nicosia General Hospital. 

2.10 The construction of the hospital in Larnaca to cater for a population of 146 000, of 
whom 65 000 are displaced persons, is advancing satisfactorily through the joint collaboration 
of UNHCR, the health authorities of Cyprus, and WHO. WHO provided the services of an expert 
to review the equipment needs and advise on the measures to be undertaken in equipping the 
hospital, expected to be completed in 1983. Assistance was also given in providing the 
consultant services of a neurosurgeon to the hospital. 

2.11 Similarly, WHO assisted in the recruitment of experts, one to assist in establishing 
linkages between the Larnaca Hospital and health care delivery system, with the introduction 
of appropriate managerial processes and training of related personnel, and the other to 
assist in hospital administration on a long-term basis. 

2.12 WHO is also assisting in the provision of consultant services to 
feasibility of a new health insurance system. 
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