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THE CONTRIBUTION OF HEALTH TO SOCIOECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 

At the request of the Delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the 

Director-General has the honour to submit to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly for 

its information, a memorandum on "The Preservation of Peace and the Prevention of a 

Thermonuclear Catastrophe 1 1. 

Annex• 
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ANNEX 

Permanent Mission of the USSR to 

the United Nations Office and 

other International Organizations 

in Geneva 

Geneva 

8 May 1981 

Dear President, 

In connexion with the discussion at the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly of the 

global strategy for attaining the goal of health for all by the year 2000 and the 

Director-General•s report on the contribution of health to socioeconomic development and 

peace, the Soviet delegation considers it necessary to draw attention to the most important 

condition for achieving the above-mentioned goal - the preservation and strengthening of 

peace. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith, Madam President, a memorandum of the Soviet 

delegation entitled "The preservation of peace and the prevention of a thermonuclear 

catastrophe", which I ask you to distribute as an official Assembly document. 

Yours sincerely, 

S. P. Burenkov 

Minister of Health of the USSR 

Head of the Delegation of the USSR 

Dr Mer op i Violaki-Paraskeva 

President 

Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly 
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Annex 

THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE AND THE PREVENTION OF 

A THERMONUCLEAR CATASTROPHE 

In view of the goal that has been set of achieving health for all by the year 2000 and 

consideration at the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly of a global strategy for achieving 

that goal, together with the Director-General
1
 s report on the contribution of health to 

socioeconomic development and peace and also in connexion with public disquiet throughout 

the world at the growing threat of nuclear war， the Soviet delegation considers it necessary 

to draw the attention of participants in the Assembly to the most important task of the 

present day - the preservation and strengthening of peace. 

The headlong arms race, particularly in regard to nuclear arms, the most dangerous of 

all, is now outstripping efforts to restrain it and is becoming mortally dangerous for 

mankind and posing an ever greater threat to the environment. The unproductive use of huge 

financial and other resources for increasing armaments is sharply reducing the possibility 

of meeting the essential requirements of mankind and is a blow to the satisfaction of one 

of the fundamental human rights, the right to health. 

WHO has never shirked questions related to the preservation of peace as an essential 

condition for the "attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health 1 1. 

This position was emphasized once more in the Declaration of Alma-Ata, paragraph X of which 

reads: "An acceptable level of health for all the people of the world by the year 2000 can be 

attained through a fuller and better use of the world's resources, a considerable part of 

which is now spent on armaments and military conflicts 1 1. 

In resolutions adopted at World Health Assemblies (13.66， 13.67， 17.45, 20.54， 22.58, 

23,53， etc.) WHO raised its voice to protect mankind against nuclear radiation and against 

the stockpiling and use of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and came out in 

support of decisions of the United Nations General Assembly concerning the reduction of 

military expenditure and the utilization of the resources thus released for social and 

economic development, including public health. A useful contribution was made by resolution 

WHA15.51 on the role of the physician in the preservation and promotion of peace. Of 

particular importance is resolution WHA32.24 which requested the Director-General to prepare 

a report on steps WHO would be able to take in the interests of international socioeconomic 

development and the strengthening of detente and disarmament and also General Assembly 

resolution 34.58 on health as an integral part of development, which emphasized that peace 

and security are of great importance for preserving and promoting the health of all people 

and that cooperation between States in vitally important matters of health may to a 

considerable degree promote peace. 

WHO's activities in this domain have deservedly won general recognition and approval. 

However, under present conditions this is far from enough. The preservation of peace 

requires constant attention on the part of the Organization and its Member States and a 

search for new ways and means of intensifying their efforts. 

A t the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union held in February 1981， 

the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Chairman of the Presidium of 

the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, L. I. Brezhnev, put forward a whole range of new constructive 

proposals on aspects of limiting armaments and achieving detente, and in particular eschewing 

the development and production of new types of weapons of mass destruction, declaring a 

moratorium on the siting in Europe of medium-range nuclear-missile weapons and holding 

concrete discussions on confidence-building measures with all the countries concerned. 

Among Soviet initiatives for peace a proposal was put forward that an authoritative interna-

tional committee be set up， composed of eminent scientists from various countries, to 

demonstrate all the harmfulness, the monstrous destructive force and the irreversible 

consequences of the use of weapons of mass destruction and to prove the vital need to prevent 

a nuclear catastrophe. 
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These Soviet initiatives for peace were set forth in a letter from the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of the USSR to the Secretary-General of the United Nations concerning the 

forthcoming Second Special Session on Disarmament of the United Nations General Assembly. 

In this connexion the First International Congress of World Physicians against Nuclear 

War recently held in the United States is worthy of attention. The Congress emphasized that 

nuclear war will inevitably be a catastrophe with long-lasting social, economic and medical 

consequences on an immeasurable scale both for the belligerent countries and for the most 

remote corners of the world. At the very beginning of such a war hundreds of millions of 

people would perish and most of those left alive would be doomed to die slowly and painfully 

from injuries, burns and atomic radiation. In such conditions, as the results of scientific 

research show, it would be practically impossible to provide medical care for the population. 

The consequences of nuclear war will have a deleterious effect for an indefinitely long time 

on future generations and on the earth's biosphere. The participants in the Congress 

appealed to all govermnents, to the United Nations and to doctors throughout the world to 

make every effort to prevent a thermonuclear w a r . 

In the light of the above, the Soviet delegation appeals to participants in the Assembly 

and to the governments of all WHO Member States to take every possible step to prevent the 

occurrence of a nuclear catastrophe, to refrain from the manufacture of nuclear weapons and 

to reduce stockpiles of such weapons until they are completely eliminated, to consider it as 

the most important social and professional duty of every member of the medical profession to 

take part in the movement for the preservation of peace and the prevention of w a r . The 

worldwide smallpox eradication programme, to the success of which WHO made an invaluable 

contribution, has shown the importance of uniting the efforts of States in dealing with the 

most serious problems of modern times on the basis of wide cooperation. The struggle for 

the prevention of a nuclear catastrophe is a still more vital one and calls for great efforts 

from all the progressive forces of the world, including the medical profession. In this 

connexion the Soviet delegation considers that the most important objective of WHO and of 

all its activities is to promote in every possible way the fulfilment of this duty. 

The delegation of the USSR calls upon WHO to envisage in the Organization's work 

measures to study and discuss the medico-social consequences of nuclear w a r , to play an 

active part in international and other conferences and meetings on the prevention of wars 

and in movements of the partisans of peace, to carry out anti-war propaganda, to ensure 

publication and dissemination of material on the subject in WHO literature, to promote the 

establishment of an international committee of scientists to demonstrate the destructive 

consequences of a nuclear catastrophe, to enlist medical scientists to work on the committee 

and to take other effective steps in activities for the promotion of peace and the prevention 

of war. 

In the opinion of the Soviet delegation this present World Health Assembly should take 

further important steps to strengthen peace and cooperation between peoples, to avert the 

threat of a thermonuclear war and to speed up the socio-economic development of all countries 

in the world and thus the development of public health and the realistic implementation of 

the human right to life and health. 


