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Note • , 

This summary record is provisional only. The summaries of statements have not yet 
been approved by the speakers, and the text should not be quoted. 

Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the Conference 
Officer or sent to the Records Service (Room 4012, WHO headquarters), in writing, before 
the end of the Health Assembly. Alternatively, they may be forwarded to Chief, Office of 
Publications, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 3 July 1981. 

The final text will appear subsequently in Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly: 
Summary records of committees (document WHA34/l98l/REc/3) • ~ 
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1. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Dr DLAMINI (Swaziland), Chairman of Committee B, and Dr BRAGA (Brazil), Chairman of 
Committee A, reported on the progress of the work of their committees. The latter reported 
that, in order to make up some of its arrears of work, Committee A had agreed to extend its 
meeting that same afternoon, Monday 18 May, until 19h30; it had also decided to move on to 
agenda item 23 (Infant and young child feeding) as soon as it had completed its consideration 
of item 19 (Programme budget for the financial period 1982-1983). 

At the suggestion of the CHAIRMAN and in agreement with Dr DLAMINI (Swaziland), Chairman 
of Committee B, it was agreed that Committee В would also continue its work that afternoon 
until 19h30

#
 — 

Turning to consider the programme of meetings already arranged for the following day, 
the General Committee agreed， in view of the heavy workload still facing the two main 
committees, and taking into account comments by Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) 
regarding the traditionally poor attendance at night meetings of the Assembly, to extend the 
day meetings of the main committees on Tuesday 19 May as follows: from 8h30 to 13h00 and from 
14h30 to 20h00. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that in accordance with resolution WHA31.1 Committee В 
would not meet while Committee A was engaged in recommending the budget level and 
Appropriation Resolution for the financial period 1982-1983 and in considering the tentative 
budgetary projections for the ensuing bienniinn. 

The General Committee drew up the programme of work of the Assembly for Wednesday 20 May; 
for the same reasons which had led it to change the hours of work for the preceding day, it 
fixed the time tab le of meetings for Wednesday 20 May as follows : meetings of the main committees 
from 8h30 to 12h30 and from 14h30 to 18h00, plenary meeting at 12h30, and meeting of the 
General Committee at 13h00. 

2. DATE OF CLOSURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee agreed to fix the date of closure of the session at its meeting on 
the day after next, Wednesday 20 May. 

3. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES: TRANSFER OF ITEMS 

Drawing attention to the short time remaining until the end of the Assembly and stressing 
the extreme importance of agenda item 21 (Health for all by the year 2000), Dr B0RG0N0 (Chile) 
urged that the item - which was to be considered by Committee A - should not be dealt with in 
haste right at the end of the session. If necessary it could be transferred to Committee B, 
which seemed to be less pressed for time than Committee A. 

Dr VENEDJKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) was also convinced of the cardinal 
importance of that agenda item but took the view that, since it concerned a matter essential to 
the Organization

1

 s programme, it was most desirable that Committee A - which dealt primarily 
with programme matters - should consider it. To lighten the load on that Committee it would be 
possible to transfer another agenda item to Committee B，for example item 23 (Infant and young 
child feeding), in which sub i tern 23.2 (Draft International Code of Marketing of Breas tmi lk 
Substitutes) was concerned more with establishing regulations. 
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Following a discussion concerning both the appropriateness and merits of transferring one 
or the other of the items in question from Committee A to Committee В and the authority to 
decide on such a transfer, in which Dr BRAGA (Brazil), Chairman of Committee A, Dr HARRIS 
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), the CHAIRMAN, Dr BORGONO (Chile), 
Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), and Dr DLAMINI (Swaziland), Chairman of 
Committee B, took part, and during which the DIRECTOR-GENERAL insisted that the subject of 
breastfeeding covered by agenda item 23 was also unquestionably a programme matter and not an 
administrative matter, the General Committee agreed as follows : 

The Chairman of Committee A would request that Committee at its next meeting to make a 
final decision on the transfer to Committee В of either item 21, with its two subitems, or 
item 23, also with its two subitems; he would officially announce that transfer, to which the 
General Committee agreed in advance. 

The meeting rose at 13hl5, 


