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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS TO THE MÀIN COMMITTEES (Document A34/l) 

The CHAIRMA.N reminded the Committee that under its terms of reference, as defined in 
Rule 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, it was required to transmit the 
provisional agenda to the Assembly with its recommendations. 

Since certain items included in the provisional agenda for consideration "if any" had become 
irrelevant, the Chairman suggested recommending that the Assembly delete those items from its 
agenda； they were items 11 (Admission of new Members and Associate Members), 28 (Supplementary 
budget for 1980-1981) and 34 (Working Capital Fund) with its two sub-items 34.1 and 34.2. 
Moreoverv in item 26 (Review of the financial position of the Organization) the words "(if any)" 
following the wording of sub-item 26.3 (Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions 
to an extent which may^invoke Article 7 of the Constitution) should be deleted because that 
sub-itèm would have to be considered. 

It was so agreed, 

Referring to" sub-item 26.4 (Report on casual income) of the same item 26, the Chairman 
pointed out that document А34/11 submitted to the Assembly in respect of that sub-item dealt 
not only with casual income but also with the question of the budgetary rate of exchange for 
1982-1983； that question had only come into prominence since the January session of the 
Executive Board, when the provisional agenda for the present Assembly had been drawn up. The 
Chairman suggested that, to take this into account, the Committee should recommend to the 
Assembly that the sub-item concerned be re-entitled "Report on casual income and budgetary 
rate of exchange between the US dollar and the Swiss franc for 1982-1983". 

It was so agreed. 

Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) expressed the wish, before the Committee moved on 
to the allocation of items to the main committees, to propose to the General Committee, if the 
Rules of Procedure of the Assembly so permitted, the inclusion of a supplementary item in the 
agenda. 

He had in mind a problem which had important repercussions for the health of millions of 
people throughout the world, and which had its origins in the Second World War. That war had 
left many countries with material sequelae which continued to affect the physical and 
psychological health of their peoples, some of whom were still living in fear of the possible 
consequences of those sequelae. 

The delegation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya felt that the Health Assembly was the 
appropriate forum to deal with the matter, and wanted it to be included in the agenda of the 
present Assembly. It was not so much a matter of highlighting the responsibilities of 
certain countries as of drawing the attention of the world as a whole to the continuing nature 
and severity of the problem. 

Dr AL-SAIF (Kuwait) supported Dr Abdulhadi's request. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said that if Dr Abdulhadi wished to propose an additional 
agenda item he ought to propose a title for the item; he had in fact merely indicated the 
problem without giving any wording for the proposed item. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that the delegation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya might put 
forward its comments on the problem concerned during the consideration of an item already 011 
the agenda, for example sub-item 21.2 (The contribution of health to socioeconomic development 
and peace). If after that presentation, it felt it necessary to submit more detailed 
documentation on the subject to the Assembly, it could ask for such documentât ion to be 
prepared for a forthcoming Assembly. 



Following an exchange of views on the procedure to be followed in the matter, in which 
Dr REID (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), Dr GAIAHOV (Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics), the CHAIRMAN and Dr ABDULHADI took part, the latter agreed to the 
Director-General's suggestion: his delegation would present its views on the problem, which 
it definitely wanted to bring up at the present session, during the consideration of 
sub-item 21.2. 

Turning to the allocation of agenda items to Committees A and B, the CHAIRMAN felt that 
the General Committee would agree to recommend allocating the items as indicated in the 
provisional agenda drawn up by the Executive Board, oil the understanding that if necessary 
items could subsequently be transferred from one committee to another. 

Referring to the preliminary timetable submitted to the General Committee in 
document Dr ADBULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) noted that agenda item 37 (Transfer 
of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean) was scheduled for consideration in 
Committee В on Saturday 16 May. Many ministers of health for whom that item was of great 
importance would have left Geneva by that time and would not be able to take part in the 
discussion. He therefore proposed that consideration of that item should be brought forward 
in the Assembly's timetable. 

Dr AL-SAIF (Kuwait) and Mrs 
importance of the matter for the 

The CHAIRMAN commented that 
items to the main committees, it 
fit, and in particular to decide 
to it. It was therefore to the 
made. 

The DIREСTOR-GENERAL, after confirming the Chairman's comments, pointed out that there 
was nothing to prevent the General Committee from expressing a preference regarding the order 
of priority for consideration of agenda items. 

Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) expressed his satisfaction with the explanations 
given by the Chairman and the Director-General and agreed that the decision on the date for 
discussion of the item concerned should be left to Committee В. 

In the light of the statements made, the General Committee recommended allocating the 
agenda items as shown in the provisional agenda. 

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Executive Board had decided at its sixty-seventh 
session that the Assembly should complete its work by the end of the third week of the 
session. She also drew the Committee 1 s attention to document A34/Gc/l -already referred 
to by Dr Abdulhadi - which contained the preliminary daily timetable for the Thirty-fourth 
World Health Assembly drawn up in accordance with resolution WHA32.36. 

Dr BORGONO (Chile) expressed the fear that, if the decision contained in that resolution 
were adhered to， whereby neither of the main committees of the Health Assembly should meet 
during plenary meetings， the present Assembly would find it impossible to complete its work 
by 22 May without night meetings. He felt that the General Committee should consider 
preventive measures and proposed that the Health Assembly should reverse the decision taken 
two years ago. 

DAGHFOUS (Tunisia) supported that proposal in view of the 
countries of the Region they represented. 

while it was up to the General Committee to allocate agenda 
was up to each committee to organize its work as it thought 
on the order in which it would examine the items assigned 
Chairman of Committee В that the proposal concerned should be 



The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the decision had been taken mainly because many 
delegations were not large enough to sit in plenary and in the committees at the same time. 
For her own part, she intended to appeal to delegates to keep their interventions in plenary 
short so as to leave more time for the work of the committees. If in the course of the 
Assembly the shortage of time should become acute, the Health Assembly could discuss the 
matter in plenary. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that two years ago resolution WHA32.36 had cancelled 
the provisions of resolution WHA28.69, adopted in 1975, which had provided for plenary meetings 
and meetings of the main committees to take place simultaneously. He also drew attention to 
the fact that the matter would be reconsidered under agenda item 36 (Periodicity and duration 
of Health Assemblies). The fact remained that at present resolution WHA32.36 prevented the 
Assembly from meeting in plenary and in committee at the same time. However, if the General 
Committee so wished, the Secretariat could study the problem of a change in procedure during 
the present Assembly. 

To help solve the problem Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) suggested that the 
Assembly should not devote the whole of the Friday and the Saturday morning of its first week 
to the technical discussions, in which by no means all delegations took part. That day and 
a half could more usefully be devoted to continuing the general discussion in plenary. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that for the present the Committee had to observe the provisions of 
the resolutions governing the work of the Assembly. As the Director-General had stated, 
agenda item 36 would provide an opportunity to reconsider the matter for the future. 

Dr BORGONO (Chile) agreed that the Assembly could organize its work as in previous years 
during the first week, but was convinced that the General Committee should already be applying 
itself to the problem of shortage of time which could be expected to arise during the following 
two weeks, and should accordingly prepare suitable proposals without delay for the plenary 
Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should not act hastily and should see how the 
work of the Assembly proceeded during the first few days before it considered changing the 
established practice. 

The DIREСTOR-GENERAL commented that if circumstances really made it necessary during the 
session the President could, at the suggestion of the General Committee, request the Assembly 
in plenary to suspend the relevant provisions of resolution WHA32.36. 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, prior to any detailed examination of the programme of 
meetings for the forthcoming days, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL informed the Committee of the arrange-
ments made concerning the address to be given in plenary on the following day by 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, and asked it to approve the time fixed for that 
address. 

The General Committee agreed thereto and then drew up the programme of meetings for the 
afternoon and for Wednesday, 6 and Thursday, 7 May. 

The Committee also approved the Chairman's proposal that suggestions for the election of 
Members entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board should be submitted by 
lOhOO at the latest on Monday, 11 May. 

The CHAIRMAN announced her intention to close the list of speakers wishing to take part 
in the general discussion on agenda items 9 and 10 at the end of the afternoon meeting on 
Wednesday, since that list already contained 105 names. She would inform the Assembly in 
plenary accordingly. 



She would also inform the Assembly that, in accordance with the arrangements in force, 
the technical discussions would be held all day on Friday, 8 May and on the morning of 
Saturday, 9 May. 

Following an exchange of views between the CHAIRMAN, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL and 
Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) regarding the advisability of starting the morning 
plenary meetings at 9h00 (rather than at 9h30)， the Committee agreed， in view of the usefulness 
of the contacts which could be made in the mornings between delegates and members of the 
Secretariat, including the Director-General, to fix the hours of work of the Assembly as in the 
past (apart from exceptional cases): both the plenary meetings and the meetings of the 
committees would be held from 9h30 to 12h30 and from 14h30 to 17h30, and the General Committee 
would meet at either 12h30 or 17h30. 

The meeting rose at 13h30. 


