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This report, submitted in accordance with resolution WHA33.23, 

provides information on action taken by WHO, in cooperation with other 

international bodies, for emergency health and medical assistance to 

Lebanon in 1980-1981. 

1• Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-third World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA33.23, requested the Director-

General: 

"to continue and intensify the Organization's health and medical assistance to Lebanon, 

allocating for this purpose, and to the extent possible, funds from the regular budget 

and other financial resources, and to report to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly." 

1.2 The Director-General's report to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly (document A33/25) 
provided information on assistance given to Lebanon over the period April 1979-March 1980. 
The present report deals with such assistance during the biennium 1980-1981 and the funds 
utilized for that purpose. • 

2• Assistance provided and sources of funds 

2.1 Close technical collaboration has been maintained with the Council for Development and 
Reconstruction, other bodies and agencies of the United Nations system and several nongovern-
mental organizations in pursuit of health-related programmes in the country. 

2.2 To achieve improved health for the population as a whole, and in particular underserved 

groups in rural areas, WHO has organized, with assistance from UNDP and in cooperation with 

UNICEF and the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), an active technical assistance 

programme with the aim of reorganizing the governmental health network. WHO has assisted the 

Ministry of Public Health in advising and restructuring government units responsible for health 

policy, 

2.3 Two important technical cooperation projects, funded by UNDP, have been set up by WHO as 

the executing agency, namely: the national waste management project for the collection and 

disposal of waste water and solid wastes； and the project 011 national public health 

laboratory services. The amounts provided were US$ 739 070 and US$ 181 554 respectively. 

2.4 In the period 1976-1980 a total of US$ 2 840 500 from the United Nations Trust Fund for 
Assistance to Lebanon was utilized for health purposes. 

2.5 From its regular budget in the current biennium WHO has provided US$ 512 915 for 

reorganization and development of health services in Lebanon. 
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2.6 The above includes: US$ 136 435 for health administration in support of the national 

rehabilitation programme; US$ 136 600 in supplies and equipment to strengthen the hospital 

and health services ； and US$ 166 970 for training of health personnel. A total of 22 fellow-

ships have been either awarded or committed during the period. US$ 19 521 has been made 

available for local costs, mainly as incentives for national staff working in southern Lebanon, 

2.7 These inputs from the regular budget continue to contribute to the identification of 

priority health needs, extension of epidemiological surveillance, and strengthening of disease 

control programmes and emergency services. 

2.8 Technical consultations on the preliminary steps to be taken have also been held in 

connexion with the building of new hospitals as part of the reconstruction programme. 

2.9 The Organization will continue this humanitarian operation in full collaboration with the 

Resident Co-ordinator of the United Nations, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 

UNDP, UNICEF, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)， and other organizations 

concerned• 


